
 

 

 

Sunday, September 11  
 

Worship returns to 11 AM (back to 11 on the 11th) 
 

“Welcome Back” Fellowship Luncheon after Worship 

 

“The Carriage Stone” is the Newsletter of 

The New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 

484 New Hempstead Road, New City, NY 10956 

The Reverend Doctor Lori Knight-Whitehouse, Pastor 

 

Office: (845) 354-2372            E-mail:  office@nhpchurch.org 

Web:  nhpchurch.org     Look for us on Facebook!  

Administrative Assistant:  Kristen Rabeler  

   

Newsletter Editor:  

    Robert Philhower 

Next Deadline:   

            Sunday, September 25 

  

Submissions: in my mailbox  

or e-mail to 

carriagestone@nhpchurch.org 
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Summer Reading 
 

By the time this hits your inbox I will (God willing!) be in Scotland for the first part of my 2-

month sabbatical.  Many have asked what that will look like for me, so here’s a brief itinerary: 

• A night or two in Glasgow to recover from the stresses of air travel 

• A week on the Island of Iona, one of the cradles of Christianity in the British Isles.  I will 

be living in community, sharing in the work and worship of the abbey there. 

• A couple of nights with a friend from seminary, who is an ordained minister in the 

Church of Scotland.  One of my chief memories of Judith is her playing the bagpipes (very well!) 

on the Quad at Columbia Theological Seminary. 

 

• A 3-day silent retreat with the Jesuit community of 

St. Beuno’s in northern Wales.  (Lori?  Silent?  Hmmmmm)  

• Then down to Reading to reunite with Howard and 

visit with Anne and Peter, my sister-in-law and brother-in 

law.  Howard and I will visit some of our favorite spots in 

the area, such as Avebury 

Henge and Oxford.   

 

 

• October will be spent in a rented cottage in St. Ives, in 

Cornwall.  We are planning to have several groups of friends and 

family down to visit while we are there. 

 

 

You, the congregation, will be well cared for:  I’ve lined up preachers for each Sunday. Some of 

our own folk will be preaching!  Thanks to Kwame Adu-Gyumfe; Mark Zacheis, Lois Simmons, 

and Nora Asamoah for preaching and worship leadership.  The other Sundays will be preachers 

who are minister Members of Hudson River Presbytery.  In addition, several of my colleagues 

have agreed to be on call for me in case of pastoral emergencies.  Just call Janine Kallé, Clerk of 

Session. 

I will send some pictures to Bob for the October newsletter.  Of course, 

you will be in my prayers, as I hope we will be in yours. 
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Your Support of People to People 

From Pam Fink 

Anyone who has visited the grocery store 

recently has probably come away with sticker 

shock.  The rising cost of groceries really hurts 

those folks who are living on a tight budget. 

Many more people who have never before visited 

a food pantry now have to rely on them for help 

to make ends meet.  The demand is so high in 

our area that our local People to People food 

pantry has had trouble keeping their shelves 

stocked. 

Our church has had an ongoing food collection 

to benefit People to People for years, but this 

summer we were much more intentional about 

collecting foodstuff.  We encouraged the 

congregation to bring breakfast and lunch items 

to feed the kids who were on summer break from 

school, but any food was gladly accepted and 

appreciated.  And, as is the norm at NHPC, 

everybody stepped up to help.   

During this 3 month summer period, we 

collected over 555 pounds (that's over a quarter 

ton!) of food.  Typically, over a 3-4 month 

period, we would collect between 100-150 

pounds of food, so this summer we more than 

tripled our giving.  In addition, the $677 in cash 

donations received from the congregation and 

from the "Musical Picnic" in June was sent to 

People to People to help purchase perishable 

items. 

When I dropped off the first carload of food at 

People to People, I spoke with one of the folks 

there, and it turned out that he was familiar with 

NHPC.  He thanked us for our donation and told 

me that we have a really great church with great 

people.  As he was wheeling away the cart of 

groceries, he said that the food would be on 

someone's table that night.  This statement 

shows the dire ongoing need that exists locally, 

so we encourage folks to continue to bring non-

perishable food items to the church to help 

support People to People. 

Our small act of buying some groceries has truly 

had an impact on a stranger's life. The 

unparalleled giving nature of our congregation 

makes this church exceptional.  Blessings to you 

all!  

 

 

Enjoy singing? Maybe you could join the NHPC 

choir. You do not have to be an expert—we will 

all learn the music together. I had never sung in 

a choir before joining a few years ago, so it is not 

too late for you to start. Of course, we welcome 

experienced singers too. 

Choir practice will start again at 8 PM on 

Thursday, September 8, in the Sanctuary.  
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Welcome Back Luncheon 

From Pam Fink and the Fellowship Committee 

On September 11, we'll return to our standard 

worship service hour at 11 AM.  That means it's 

time for the church's annual "Welcome Back" 

luncheon!  Lunch will start immediately after 

worship and will be held on the Great Lawn 

(weather permitting).  Grill Master Percy 

Crockett will be cooking hot dogs and 

hamburgers, but the congregation will need to 

supply the side dishes, salads and desserts.  

There will be a signup sheet in the Colonial 

Room for everyone to indicate what you'll be 

bringing.   

Hope to see you all there! 

 

 

Upcoming Fellowship Events 

From Nancy Jacobs and  

the Fellowship Committee  

The NHPC Fellowship Committee, besides 

serving refreshments at coffee hour after Sunday 

worship services, organizes events during which 

you -the members of the congregation- can have 

fun and get to know each other. Thus far, this 

year, we have had 

 YouTube presentation “Nature’s Best 
Hope” and discussion. Saturday 2/26 

 Holy Cow Luncheon- Sunday 3/6 

 Palm Sunday Luncheon on Sunday 4/10 

 Keep Rockland Beautiful event-Sat 4/23 

 Inspirational Rock Painting-Sat. 5/21 

 Musical Picnic/BBQ- -Saturday 6/18 

 Ice Cream Social with Movie Night -
Saturday 8/13 
 

We are currently planning for late Summer/Fall 

opportunities. Some of the events have tentative 

dates, others do not. As time nears for each, they 

will be announced prior to the Sunday Worship 

Services, during “Announcement” time. 

 

Here is (thus far) what is what is coming up: 

Welcome Back (to church) BBQ 

Luncheon 9/11- featuring BBQ by our renown 

chef, Percy Crockett, who barbecues like no one 

else. We will share salads and desserts. This will 

be a sign-up event. 

Visit to Stonecrop Gardens 10/5 

(Wednesday 10 AM - 3 PM)- we will enjoy a self-

guided tour at a lovely place beloved of Lori and 

Howard (among others). We will share lunch we 

bring with us. Carpooling. There will be a sign-

up sheet so that we can plan. 

A combined Fellowship & Fundraising Event- 

the Autumn NHPC Tag Sale- now scheduled 

for Saturday October 15. This too will have a 

sign-up sheet. 

The Advent Season “Hanging of the Greens” 

luncheon- Sunday 11/27. A festive annual event. 

Consider these opportunities for fun, and write 

them into your calendars. It is likely that we will 

add to these events, so “stay tuned”. 
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Millennial Corner 

From Nora Asamoah 

God is good all the time. All the time, God is 

good! How many times have you said this? What 

a great reminder that My God is always faithful. 

He always keeps His promises, even when it 

feels like He is not. Jireh through and through. I 

may not know what you are currently going 

through but be reminded that no matter how 

difficult this season is, it will end well by God’s 

grace. I pray for healing for those who are facing 

health issues, I pray for provision for those going 

through financial troubles, I pray for peace for 

those going through trouble but above all I pray 

for love; nothing greater than God’s love. Amen!  

 

Peacemaking Offering 

Continuing with the 2022 theme of NHPC 

feeding the community, the Mission Committee 

has determined that the Peacemaking offering 

will benefit Soup Angels of Nyack. The offering 

will be taken Sunday, October 2 and a goal of 

$2000 has been set.  

Soup Angels has been feeding the people of 

Rockland County for almost 16 years and for the 

past 10 years, there has been a team with people 

from our church serving on Monday evenings. 

Captained by Bob and Elaine Philhower, the 

team has included Nora Asamoah, Patty Coar, 

Kim Deen, Pam Fink, Sylvia Miller, Naomi 

Philhower, Howard Whitehouse and Ellen Witte. 

Additional volunteers are welcome, contact Bob. 

One of the founding principles of Soup Angels is 

to treat our guests with dignity, which is why no 

questions are asked. When COVID struck, Soup 

Angels pivoted to serving takeout meals along 

with produce, dairy and pantry items donated 

from local supermarkets. This change greatly 

expanded the reach of the program to where 

people now travel from across Rockland County. 

However, it increased costs as takeout 

containers have replaced washable plates and 

water bottles have replaced less expensive 

beverages. Please give generously.  

We missed you all! 

Sunday School is coming 

back on Sunday, 

September 11. Hope to 

see you there in the 

Colonial Room at New 

Hempstead Presbyterian 

Church 
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NHPC Monarch Garden 

From Nancy Jacobs 

Sunday August 14 seemed like an auspicious day 

when—besides having the Little Free Library 

dedicated after the worship service—Sylvia 

Miller and I approached our cars and saw 

something fluttering in the milkweed garden. A 

closer look indicated that it was a Monarch 

Butterfly, the first I have seen in the garden I 

developed (with my Dad’s help) and planted 

specifically for that now-“endangered” butterfly. 

My hope is that the butterfly was seeking plants 

on which to lay eggs. The milkweed in that 

garden is only edible by the caterpillar of the 

Monarch Butterfly, to the exclusion of other 

types. 

By the time this article is published in the 

Carriage Stone newsletter, eggs laid would have 

hatched into caterpillars, and those caterpillars 

would have developed through at least some of 

their 5 instars. Instars are growth stages after 

which they shed their undersized skins so they 

can become larger. After the fifth growth stage -

which might be as many as 17 days after their 

hatching - the caterpillars travel to find places to 

form their chrysalises (pupa). Those might hang 

in a nearby bush, on nearby Milkweed plants, on 

the bottoms of the planks of Murchison Hall 

siding … any number of places.  

There are many opportunities during the life of a 

caterpillar during which it might be eaten or 

destroyed by mice or other mammals, birds, or 

disease. They might be squashed as they travel 

to their pupating area. They could die of disease 

inside their pupa. Sometimes, against many 

odds, they emerge from their chrysalis after 

about 15 days, and go on to try to produce the 

next generation of Monarchs.  

Though it is unlikely that I will actually SEE 

much of the life cycle of this particular 

butterfly’s offspring, I will snap pictures for you 

if I do see them. 
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The Little Free Library 

From Mark Zacheis 

“Take a book, share a book”  So goes the motto 

of the Little Free Library program 

(littlefreelibrary.org).  There are over 150,000 of 

these libraries in over 110 different countries 

around the world.  The Mission Committee set a 

goal of creating a Little Free Library for the 

church property earlier this year, and our library 

is now a reality.  It can be found right outside 

the front doors to Murchison Hall.   

We initially stocked it with children’s books and 

the Smarty Pants Daycare program is already 

taking advantage.  And, some people who are 

not members of our church have already offered 

to donate additional books.  Take a book, share a 

book…  

A number of our people were involved in design, 

construction, and painting of the building.  

Thanks to Pam Fink, Nancy Jacobs, Karen 

Martin, Sara Omer, Kristen Rabeler, Barbara 

Zacheis, and Mark Zacheis. 

https://littlefreelibrary.org/

