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Pastor to Take a Sabbatical
Hudson River Presbytery’s sabbatical leave policy states:
The purpose of a Sabbatical Leave within the Presbytery of Hudson River is to allow
adequate time away from normal job responsibilities for personal and professional
growth, spiritual renewal and a revitalization of vision and hope. The Leave should offer
a time of refreshment for the benefit of both the participant in the Leave and his or her
staff and/or congregation.
This is a time for both me, and you the congregation to spend time away from each other (after
17 years!) so that we can come back together refreshed and ready for new ministry.
Since graduate school, I have been fascinated with the concept of pilgrimage, defined by Bishop
of Worcester, The Right Reverend John Inge:
“Pilgrimage is a journey to sacred places. Every place has a story, and sacred places are
those whose story is associated with God’s self-revelation with the lives of the holy.”
Perhaps the holiest of these places is the human heart. During this sabbatical, I will explore the
interface between place and heart.
I will be on Sabbatical September 1-October 31, 2022. Howard will join me for the second
month, and we will spend a month in St. Ives, Cornwall, visiting with family and friends from
Britain (many of whom I haven’t seen in years).

My prospective itinerary is as follows:


2 weeks on Iona.



A couple of days with a colleague from my seminary days in Kilmarnock, Scotland.



3-5 days at the St. Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality Center in North Wales.



1 month in St. Ives, in Cornwall. We have secured a holiday home for the October, and
hope to see friends and family (as well as visiting some Christian holy sites in Cornwall.
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A pastoral sabbatical has implications for the congregation, as well. This is an opportunity for
the congregation to take on some responsibilities that ordinarily fall to the pastor, such as


Day-to-day pastoral care.*



Preparing for weekly Sunday Worship, with some elders preaching.



Facilitating Bible studies.



Committees and the Session and Deacons will continue to function.

There will also be a need for Clergy personnel to administer Eucharist and moderate the Session,
as well as handling any emergency pastoral issues that arise. I am currently lining folks up
(3 Sundays covered so far!) General Presbyter Deborah Milcarek will lead worship and celebrate
Eucharist on World Communion Sunday in October, and I will secure an ordained person to
lead worship on the first Sunday in September.
Sometime during the month of November 2022, there will be a time for us, both pastor, and
congregation to share what we have learned during this time apart.
You can do this! I know we’ll all learn a lot.

* There will be pastors from Rockland County on call for these 2 months in case of a pastoral
emergency.
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As we get ready for our Pentecost Offering
on June 5. I am reminder to do my part to take
care of the less fortunate. This year, we will be
donating the offering to the Martin Luther King
Jr. Center at Spring Valley, NY. A beacon in the
Spring Valley community, they provide after
school services, summer programs for the
children, free clinics including COVID-19
vaccination, food pantry and many more. We
might not have Jesus, physically here on Earth
with us, but He is with us every day spiritually.
We have to help, when we can.

Musical Picnic
From Howard Whitehouse
New Hempstead Presbyterian Church is hosting
a Musical Picnic on Saturday, June 18, 4 to 7 PM
(or thereabouts) at Murchison Hall. We'll start
the fun with a picnic potluck dinner from
4-5PM, serving hamburgers and hot dogs hot off
the grill. We’re asking attendees to bring cold
food – chips, salads, desserts – for the buffet.
After we eat, we’ll have a selection of local
musicians performing. It will be a casual, social
event on the north lawn, indoors if raining.
Voluntary donations will be gratefully accepted!

Millennial Corner
From Nora Asamoah
“Mary therefore took a pound of expensive
ointment made from pure nard and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet
with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume”-John 2:3.

Ask your friends to come— with food, see above
:)

Every time, I read this passage, I wonder how
and when Mary thought it was a good idea to
perform this act. A year’s wages on perfume and
poured at the Lord’s feet! Who does that? Mary
does. How many times in life, have we “wasted”
for the Lord? Whether it is during pledging
season, special offerings, church building funds,
etc. We are moved to do these activities not
because we are being “wasteful” but we know we
are doing it for the Lord. We may never
understand why Mary, did what she did but we
can understand why we do what we do for the
Lord.
Jesus said, leave her alone, so that she may
keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor
you always have with you, but you do not
always have me- John 2:7-8.
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Keep Rockland Beautiful
From Pam Fink
Several people —including me — enjoyed the
corn casserole Lochie brought to the Palm
Sunday luncheon. I promised the others that I
would have the recipe included in the Carriage
Stone once Lochie got it to me. Here it is. Please
include it. Thanks.

NHPC sponsored a community cleanup as part
of Keep Rockland Beautiful's "Great American
Cleanup" effort on Saturday, April 23. We were
one of two dozen cleanups countywide during
April and May. The day began on the cool side,
and a little overcast, so the hot chocolate, coffee
and donut holes were appreciated before the
cleanup started.

Mom's Corn Casserole

We had a total of 27 volunteers out on the
roadways, which covered New Hempstead Road
from the PIP to Rte. 45 and part of Old
Schoolhouse Road. Our volunteers collected
23 bags of trash, 9 bags of recyclables, and
various odd things like car parts, tires, signs and
an old TV. By the end of the cleanup, the sun
had broken through the clouds and our
volunteers enjoyed granola bars, chips,
clementines and lemonade or water.

Submitted by Lochie Musso at the request of
Nancy Jacobs after the Palm Sunday luncheon.
Ingredients
1

Egg

8 oz

Sour cream

1 can

Whole kernel corn (including liquid)

1 can

Creamed corn

The women of New City Troop 97 found KiRBy
the Gnome and brought him back. At last
report, they were figuring out how to divvy up
the prize, which consisted of a reusable market
bag, LED light bulbs, a reusable hot/cold cup, a
wooden spoon set and a bucket for kitchen
composting.

1 pkg Corn muffin mix
1 stick Butter (* 6-8 T)
1. Beat egg and sour cream together.
2. Stir in both corns, until well blended.

Many thanks go out to our set up/tear down
crew - Nancy Jacobs, Syenni Lucas, Terry Lucas
and Pam Fink - and also to our NHPC trash
pickers -. Nancy Jacobs, May Lie, Syenni Lucas,
Laura Metallo Bidon, Bill and Susan Truss, and
Mark and Barbara Zacheis. Good job, everyone!

3. Stir in muffin mix.
4. Place in well-buttered casserole dish.
5. Dot top of casserole with balance of
butter.
6. Bake in 400° oven about 40 mins or until
the top is lightly browned and all the
butter is absorbed.
*Note: I find it generally needs 50 mins, and I
reduced the butter by a couple tablespoons,
using about 3/4 of the stick (6T).
(So thrilled to be able to use Bob Greenhalgh’s
drawing above from 1994.)
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Palm Sunday Luncheon
From Nancy Jacobs
Because of continued pro-health strategies, our
Palm Sunday luncheon event - which we haven’t
had since before the COVID epidemic - was a bit
different. Masked & gloved servers from the
Deacons and Fellowship Committee dished out
portions to everyone at the banquet food tables.
As usual, the dishes provided by the congregants
did us proud, in their variety and lusciousness.
The Indian Church kindly set up tables and
chairs for us, and the congregation jumped in to
assist in set up and clean up.
Syenni Lucas, avid photographer of events, took
dozens of pictures. Many will be uploaded to our
church website. People seemed keen to be back
eating together in a group, once again.
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