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The Season for Letting Go

My favorite season of the year is here—Autumn (or Fall, if you prefer). Of course, ask me in late
March, and my favorite season will be Spring! As the saying goes, the trees are about to teach us
just how beautiful it can be to let go. The leaves will turn from green to gold, red, and russet,
and then let go of the branches.
It’s a good time to reflect on what we can let go of in our own lives—those things that we no
longer need. Maybe you can let go of stuff that is cluttering your house (ask Pam Fink about the
tag sale in mid-October).
Maybe you need to unload some resentments, hurts, or grudges you’ve been hanging onto for
way to long.
Or maybe you need to let go of worrying about what you cannot control (and let’s face it, most of
Life is out of our control!)
Shorter days and longer evenings are a good time to take stock of what we can do without and
what we need to make room for in our lives. As always, prayer, Scripture reading, and quiet
meditation are all important as we discern these things.
Have a blessed Autumn, with lots of hot apple cider, warm sweaters, fire pit evenings and maybe
a black cat or two to warm your lap!
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Just a reminder, Sunday School is back! We will be on the lawn outside when
weather permits. But just in case you cannot join us, below is a table of the
stories we will be doing each week! This can be found in the book given to all
the children: Growing in God’s Love.

Endings and Beginnings
Date

Topic

Pages

October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

Jesus Visits Jerusalem
Women at the Tomb
Thomas Wants to See
Memory and Surprise
Mary Finds her Friend

270
276
278
280
282

Tag Sale!
From Pam Fink for the Fundraising Committee
The long-awaited New Hempstead Presbyterian
Church Tag Sale is coming! We've set the date
for October 16, from 9 AM – 2 PM, so tell your
friends and neighbors. Besides the many items
to be purchased, there will be hot dogs,
hamburgers, drinks and baked goods for sale.
If you have items to donate, please bring them to
the church either on Saturday mornings before
the sale or on Friday October 15. In addition, if
you have some spare hours the afternoon of the
15th and/or any time on the 16th, or want to
contribute baked goods, please contact Pam Fink
to volunteer. Without help, we cannot succeed,
so sign up now!

Special Offering
From the Mission Committee
Our gifts to this year's Peace & Global Witness
Offering (formerly the Peacemaking Offering)
will benefit Habitat for Humanity of Rockland,
to continue their work building and refurbishing homes for eligible members of our
community. On the next page is a copy of their
most recent newsletter, featuring their good
work in Rockland County.
Home ownership is a positive, life-changing
experience. It provides families with stability
and security, and contributes to neighborhood
improvement as homes are renovated. Your
gifts help make it possible.
If you haven't already done so, please give
generously to our Peace & Global Witness
Offering.
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want a hard test. Why doesn’t my time align with
God’s time? God just work with me this one
time, and I won’t ask for anything else (barging).
Silly me. I picked up my Bible, began reading
and praying. I was reminded that the same God
that delivered the Israelites from Egypt, pulled
Jonah from the whale’s stomach, anointed David
and double blessed Job, will not leave me
behind.
Ask and it shall be given…. Matthew 7:7,
thus if I have asked, God will deliver. If you are
waiting on God, you are not alone. Embrace that
time and do your best to be still, God will answer
when the time is right.

Millennial Corner
From Nora Asamoah
For three years, I prayed and fasted unto God for
a specific thing. After my prayer of petition, I
prayed a continuous prayer of thanksgiving. I
got mad at God. I cried unto God. At one point, I
was beginning to wonder if I had prayed the
wrong prayer or even worse, I did not deserve
what I was praying for. Many thoughts run
through my mind. Had I offended God? Had I
offended someone? Who was sitting on my
blessings? Was I blocking my own blessings?
How come I wasn’t hearing God? Maybe I was
on the wrong path. Or maybe it wasn’t the right
time. I watched others bask in their blessings,
while I waited for mine. I hate waiting: the
idleness that comes with waiting irritates me. I
want to be as productive as possible. During my
time of waiting on God, I learned to be still.
Embrace the idleness; it forced me to have a
closer relationship with God (it took a journey to
get there). That journey included questioning
God. I stopped praying because I felt why
bother, He is not listening. It was frustrating
when everyone around me was saying the same
thing: God’s time is the best, the harder the test,
the bigger the testimony, God won’t give you
more than you can handle, it is a delay not a
denial. Oh my goodness, why? Why me? I do not
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Our third special offering, the Peace and Global
Witness offering will be between September 6
and October 3. This offering allows the church to
“confront hopelessness, thwarting division”. Be
the peacemaker you want to be. This year
Habitat for Humanity of Rockland will be the
recipient of this offering.

-5-

Vol. 33, No. 8

Blessing
of the
Pets
Thanks to
Syenni
Lucas for
these
photos…
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