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Help the Pastor Choose the Sermon Texts! 
 

I spent the week of May 17-21 on Continuing Education at the (virtual) Festival of Homiletics.  

One week of worship, listening to preachers preach and lecture, and a virtual marketplace where 

I bought a lot of books.  For normal folks, this probably sounds pretty “Meh”.  Pastors and 

preachers really enjoy it. 

I’ll share a secret with you.  I’m kinda tired of preaching from the Revised Common Lectionary.  

“What’s that?” you ask?  It’s a 3-year cycle of Bible texts (Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and 

Gospel) keyed around the first three gospel books (Matthew Mark, and Luke).  John is read 

throughout all 3 years, especially during Eastertide. 

You all and I have been through this lectionary cycle 5 times now.  So for a while, anyway, I think 

I’ll move off the lectionary ranch and do a few sermon series, and generally preach whatever the 

Spirit sends my way and grabs my fancy. 

If there are any texts or Bible stories you’d like us to look at together, shoot me an e-mail at 

loriwhitehouse3460@gmail.com .   I will carefully consider any and all submissions, and 

select the ones I feel drawn to.  Thanks in advance! 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

 

Did you notice the 

corrected email 

for Lori above? Please update your 

address book. This was incorrect in 

the April newsletter. 
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Cleanup 
Report 

From Pam Fink 

May first dawned bright and clear, but the wind 

made the air a little chilly.  Despite the cold, 

twenty-four stalwart volunteers arrived at the 

church to begin the task of cleaning up the trash 

lying by the side of our local roadways.  Half of 

the volunteers were from our church and half 

were from surrounding communities.   

 

Volunteers were given supplies and organized 

into eight groups that then worked in different 

sites along New Hempstead Road, Old 

Schoolhouse Road and parts of Route 45.  By 

noon, the volunteers had collected thirty-one 

bags of trash and fifteen bags of recyclables, and 

the neighborhood looked so much better!  And 

we know that folks from the area appreciated 

our efforts based on the waves, horn honks and 

"thank yous" coming from the passing cars. 

 

As part of the cleanup, KiRBy (the Keep 

Rockland Beautiful elf) was hidden in one of the 

work areas, waiting to be found by a volunteer.  

The Novelo family (notably, mom Mia) found 

the elf and captured the basket of eco-friendly 

prizes.    

Keep Rockland Beautiful does a great job of 

organizing these cleanup events, and we 

encourage everyone to sign up for one.  It's 

amazing what a difference a few hours of work 

can make, and a big thank you goes out to all of 

our volunteers!
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Millennial Corner 

From Nora Asamoah 

Psalm 121 is among one of my favorite psalms. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you 

begin to think, it will take a miracle to fix this? I 

know I have, many times. Sometimes, life 

presents itself in many ways and we began to 

wonder if God is even present. I find myself 

reciting this psalm to remind myself that my 

help is not from me, or others but only God. We 

all have been through a lot, especially, these past 

months. No matter how the pandemic affected 

you, I am glad, we as a community (country) are 

getting back to some normalcy. No one knows, 

nor will we ever understand, how a virus was 

able to shut down, our world: a disease that 

affected every single country and family. Only 

God knows but like the great father He is, He 

delivers His children every time. I hope this 

psalm gives you the hope and comfort that you 

need today. Have a great summer family!  

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Walk 

From Nancy Jacobs & the Fellowship Committee 

On Saturday, June 5, we will take a Fellowship 

walk in the park. Meet at 10 AM at the main 

(south) parking lot of Eugene Levy Park on east 

side of Route 45 in Pomona, across the street 

from J. Krokus Nursery, near the bus stop. 

Bring your whole family, enjoy the weather, chat 

and walk with people from NHPC. Mask or not, 

depending on your preference. Walk the short 

loop, or one of the longer ones. Snack at a bench 

or a table. 

 

Presbyterian Women Bible Study at 
Stony Point Center 

There will be a Bible study 

weekend on the topic What 

My Grandmothers Taught 

Me from July 9-11. It will be 

in person at Stony Point 

Center, accommodations are 

available. 

This will not be your grandmothers Bible study! 

We will be making things like a family tree, a 

quilt runner, granny squares, doorstops, bread—

things grandmothers made.  Yes, we will learn 

about the Biblical stories of the grandmothers in 

Jesus’ family tree, and about how to lead a study.  

But we may also glean, like Ruth.  Our leader, 

Jane DeFord plans to bring the study to life by 

using all of our senses and learning styles.  

More information is available online.  

https://files.constantcontact.com/98e3cc2a101/bac2561c-942d-482e-8f85-672948f56df1.pdf
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Office for the Aging 

Nancy Jacobs is working with the office for the 

aging. Here is information about an event and a 

program available from the Rockland County 

Office for the Aging. For more information, call 

845 364-2110 or contact Nancy directly. 

 

UCCP hosts special service of lament 
and hope for PC(USA) staff 

Early Presbyterian mission to the Philippines 

united with several other mission churches in 

the Philippines to form the UCCP in 1948. 

The UCCP is under attack by the government of 

current Philippine President Rodrigo R. Duterte, 

against voices of dissent. The UCCP has been 

among those that have spoken out against state-

sanctioned killings and the increasing disregard 

for human rights. 

Even the acts of providing peace sanctuary for 

displaced Indigenous people and defending the 

rights of peasants and workers, or the mere 

distribution of groceries through community 

food pantries have been considered crimes by 

the current government. UCCP Bishop Melzar 

Labuntog, general secretary, said, “To be a 

Matthew 25 church in the Philippines today is 

considered a crime by the state.” 

The Philippine government passed an Anti-

Terrorism Law in 2020, resulting in the practice 

of “red-tagging” individuals who are considered 

critical or not supportive of the current 

government and allegedly associated with 

“terrorist” organizations. The results are arrests 

and extrajudicial killings of church leaders and 

those supporting the mission of the church. 

The UCCP has declared its properties 

throughout the Philippines as peace sanctuaries. 

Among the church’s provision of sanctuary for 

internally displaced Indigenous people is the 

UCCP’s Haran compound in Davao City. It has 

been a refuge to thousands of internally 

displaced Indigenous people through the 

decades. Recently, false fabricated charges have  

 

been filed against the UCCP Haran ministry that 

have resulted in the freezing of bank accounts 

and the serving of warrants of arrest for staff, 

UCCP pastors and bishops associated with the 

ministry. 


