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We are Getting a 
Reputation… 

 

…for mission and community concern!   I was thrilled to come home from vacation and see that 

we had 20+ people working on the Keep Rockland Beautiful project.  Some were even folks who 

aren’t members, but wanted to partner with us to clean up our little piece of God’s vineyard.   

Saints, this is so important.  It shows our community that we are here, we are active, and we are 

following God’s command to love God with all we’ve got, and love our neighbors as we love 

ourselves. 

And the good reputation we are getting doesn’t stop there.  We have gotten national 

exposure!  In the May/June issue of Presbyterians Today, an article on the Matthew 25 

Initiative* by Rev. Donna Frishknecht Jackson references our Race and White Privilege 

discussion group. Frishknecht Jackson writes,  

“[New Hempstead’s] book discussions have inspired those in the congregation to take 

action and attend rallies, Knight-Whitehouse says.  The discussions have also welcomed 

those from outside the church community.”   

This discussion group, meeting for 3 years now, has been another positive witness to the 

inclusive love of God in Jesus Christ to our neighbors. 

As Emil Brunner, Swiss Reformed theologian said, “The Church exists by mission as a fire exists 

by burning.”  Beloveds, our lives are the fuel.  Our purpose is to glorify God and proclaim the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus in every way we can using words if necessary. 

 *What is a Matthew 25 church? 

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes 

alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd 

General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to 

serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

How the vision unites all Presbyterians 

By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, you can help our denomination become a more relevant 

presence in the world. We recognize Christ’s urgent call to be a church of action, where God’s 

love, justice and mercy shine forth and are contagious. And we rejoice how our re-energized 

faith can unite all Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our common identity to do 

mission.   

(From the PC(USA) website.  Stay tuned!) 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0519-matt25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
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Tag Sale: June 1 

As you are doing your spring-cleaning, please 

think about what you would like to donate to our 

Spring Tag Sale. Please save any winter items 

(clothes, holiday decorations, etc.) for our Fall 

sale. We can take donations May 31 between 

noon and 7 PM. Please do not leave items 

outside of the barn at other times. There will be 

a sign-up sheet in the Colonial Room for helping 

on May 31, prep day, and June 1.  

Tag sale will run from 9–2,  

set-up starts at 7 AM,  

cleanup goes until 4 PM.   

Please plan to participate in this fun event! 

 

Thank you to the NHPC Choir for their 

dedication, hard work and joyful music this 

choir season!  — Lois Anderson 

[And thank you, Lois for your leadership, 

innovation and hard work! ] 

Capital Campaign 

From Mark Zacheis 

This past month we completed the biggest 

project of the last capital campaign, that being 

the replacement of the roof on the Sanctuary and 

the Colonial Room buildings.  The old roofs were 

removed and new ones installed, including new 

flashing and finishing work.  New gutters and 

leaders were installed on the Colonial Room 

building as well.  The contractor, RSR General 

Construction was highly efficient, managing to 

dodge between the rainy days and complete the 

project in essentially two and a half days.  We 

thank them for their good work and also want to 

thank Walter Smith, Kyle Smith, and the 

Buildings and Grounds Committee for efficiently 

managing the project and keeping the 

disruptions to a minimum. 

 

Communications 

From Bob Philhower 

Your intrepid communications committee 

(Barbara, Jane, Laura, Nancy, Pam and I) has 

been hard at work in recent months. Barbara has 

been streaming our services to YouTube and 

posting bulletins on our web site. And we’ve all 

been working to update the content of the 

website to provide a good picture of what NHPC 

is all about. I have been working on the new 

mailing list (sign up on the church web 

). page if you haven’t already

We have been communicating on Slack any time 

of the day or night (see or email one of us for an 

invite to join the fun). We discuss the website 

but also communications ideas about the tag sale 

or the Great American Cleanup etc. 

And you may notice that part of this newsletter 

is a single column. I was told that a two-column 

newsletter was more difficult to read on a tablet 

or phone, so I switched it up for the larger 

articles this time. Let me know what you think.  
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Habitat for Humanity:  
Your Mission Gifts at Work in Rockland 

For the past two years, NHPC’s Peacemaking Offering has been dedicated to Habitat for Humanity of 

Rockland to support their work of building and renovating homes for Rockland families in need. 

Last month, I had the privilege of seeing firsthand how our gifts are used.  On May 8, I attended an Open 

House at 28 Westside Avenue in Haverstraw, which is Habitat’s current renovation project and ninth 

house built or refurbished overall in Rockland.  It is nearing completion, and the Boucicaut family 

(formerly of Spring Valley) will be moving in soon.  Three-year-old twins, Ishmael and Isabella, are 

excited to each have their own bedroom as well as a spacious back yard to play in!  Congratulations to the 

Boucicauts on their new home and to Habitat for the hard work and dedication of their volunteers.   

And thanks to members of NHPC for your generous gifts to our Peacemaking and other Special Offerings, 

which help make this life-changing work possible! 

 

 

  

I) 28 Westside Avenue before... II ...and after renovation! 
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The Great American Cleanup Comes to NHPC! 

From Laura Bidon 

Our first-ever Community Cleanup was a big success--and lots of fun!  On Saturday, May 18, our church 

team was joined by several community volunteers to make this a true  effort. The weather community

was beautiful as we joyfully spent the morning cleaning heavily littered areas along New Hempstead and 

Old Schoolhouse Roads, meeting our neighbors, and helping to make our community greener and more 

beautiful! Look what we can accomplish when we work together: 

 39 large bags of trash were collected 

 14 large bags of recyclables were collected 

 20 adults participated 

 2 children participated 

 6 guests from the community participated 

Thanks to the NHPC Mission Committee for organizing this project and to “Keep Rockland Beautiful for 

their partnership and for giving us a shout-out on their social media:  

https://www.facebook.com/krborg1/ and https://twitter.com/krb_rockland.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/krborg1/
https://twitter.com/krb_rockland

