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FIFTHTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 26, 2023

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE Improvisation on themes from the Taize songbook,

“When the Night Becomes Dark” and “Spirit of Christ Jesus”
GREETING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Cast thy burden upon the Lord” Felix Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone?
Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back?
Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach?
Have you ever wondered, can these bones live?
If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house.
Hope lives here.
So, come. Rest your weary bones.
Let us worship Holy God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Lord God, Great I Am, you are resurrection and life.
As we worship you this day show us who we are:
bearers of good news, messengers of resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “When Morning Gilds the Skies” #487

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
Friends, there is nothing that we have to keep hidden from God—not our anger, our grief, or
the ways in which we have fallen short. In confession, we speak honestly and are met with
grace. So let us not hold back. Let us bring our full selves to this prayer, knowing that God is
already running to meet us. Let us pray:

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this feeling. I forget that you, too,
have wept. I forget that you, too, have lost. I forget that you, too, have gathered at the
tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting of humanity. Forgive me for all the
times I place blame on you. Forgive me for all the times I create distance, imagining that
you could never feel what I feel. Forgive me for allowing the valley of dry bones to be a
sea of space between us. Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. Bring these bones back
to life. Bring me closer to you. With gratitude I pray, amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Friends, you could spend your whole life ignoring God, pushing God away, or trying to solve
the world’s problems all on your own, and God would still love you all the same. Even in our
shortcomings, we are God’s beloved. So hear and believe this good news:
We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone.



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #579

Please be seated following the Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)
Why is bad news so loud?
In the midst of gun violence, hunger, melting ice caps, and anxiety,
it often feels like suffering has a microphone.
How do we hear you? How do we find you?
How do we know that these bones can live?
Today we bring our raw selves into this space asking that once more you would rush
through this room like a mighty wind.
Remind us that these bones can live. Speak to us in your still, small voice and let it be loud
enough to speak to the sorrow of the day.
We know that good news rests in you, and we know that you are here.
So help us listen, not to the bad news of the day alone,
but to the hope that you breathe into every word. With open hearts we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Romans 8: 6-11 (pgs.982)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “O Lord, My God, You Are My Refuge” J. S. Bach

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Ezekiel 37: 1-14(pg. 747)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe that God loves us—
God loves us enough to weep when we are gone.
We believe that God does not give up on us—
breathing new life into tired bones.
We believe that God returns to us—
always seeking us when we are lost.
We believe that God holds hope for us—
so we hold onto hope as well.
We believe, help our unbelief. In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Can these Bones Live?” see insert

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Pam Fink



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Without the breath of God, we are dry bones, and without the Word of God,
we are dust. With gratitude, let us offer our lives to the Lord of all life.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.
OFFERTORY “Ave Maria” Burgmuller
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Holy God, giver of life, we thank you for raising us up and joining us together as one
people, your people, flesh and bone in the body of Christ. As you have delivered us from
death, use our lives to proclaim the good news of new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” #80

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Shalom Chaverim” Hebrew melody

*POSTLUDE “Dona Nobis” Mozart

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name,
address, e-mail and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Ed Garcia

There is a Bible study with Ed Garcia every Wednesday at 3:30 PM in the Colonial Room.

There is a prayer group on Saturdays at 10AM in the colonial Room.

The Fellowship committee and the deacons will be hosting the traditional Palm Sunday lunch
immediately after the service on April 2. Please sign up to bring a covered dish, ready to
serve. As usual, we don’t have facilities to either store or cook, so bring something you can
bring straight to the serving tables.

If you have someone on the prayer list on the back of the bulletin please let us know if they
should remain on the list.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!



Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday 8 pm.
All are welcome.

School is in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received by People to
People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might have happened. Here
at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable
items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Holy Week Schedule:
 Sunday, April 2, Palm Sunday: Worship at 11 followed by the Palm Sunday luncheon.

Bring a dish to share.
 Thursday, April 6, Maundy Thursday: Worship at 8 PM; the choir meets at 7:30 to

warm up and then stays after to rehearse.
 Friday, April 7, Good Friday: Worship at 7:30 PM at Germonds Church, 39

Germonds Road, New City; choir meets at 6:15 to warm up
 Sunday, April 9, Easter: Sunrise service at 8 AM in Murchison Hall followed by

pancake breakfast. Worship at 11 AM. Easter Egg hunt for the children after the
Worship Service.

Like us on Facebook at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/NHPChurch?mibextid=ZbWKwL

If you are watching our service on YouTube, and you have a prayer request, please put the first name only
of the person to be prayed for on the chat function.
We will lift them in prayer at the prayers of the people.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano
are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are
not visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


