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*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE Improvisation on themes from the Taize songbook

“My soul is at rest” and “In the Lord”

GREETING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Cast thy burden upon the Lord” Felix Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Scripture is full of questions…
Where are you?
Am I my brother’s keeper?
Whom shall I send?
Who do you say that I am?
Who sinned?
How many times shall I forgive?
If God is for us, who can be against us?
Scripture is full of questions, so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our full
curiosity and wonder into this space.
Let us ask and seek after our merciful God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God, why is it that we look, but do not see?
Bring us again and again into your light until your ways become visible to us, and bear
fruit in us. Touch us so that we are utterly changed, a “before” and “after,” a “now” and
“then”; that we may also say, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
Lord, we believe: help our unbelief. In Christ’s light, we pray. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed” #78

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
In today’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who around them
could be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who around them had done
wrong.
In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. In confession, we turn our
attention toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and vulnerable space.
So do this counter-cultural thing with me today. Let us pray together using the prayer of
confession, printed in your bulletin.  Let us pray:



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF PARDON
Who here has sinned?
We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We make false
assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness.
Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep
score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your
way, God comes running.
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Have you sinned?
I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make false
assumptions and fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness.
Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score.
When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God
comes running.
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #579

Please be seated following the Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)
God of Good news, there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then
there is tunneling ourselves into your Word— harvesting your Word, building a home in
your Word, laying your Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in your Word,
know your Word like the back of our hand, singing your Word, planting ourselves like a
garden in your Word. God, we could listen to scripture like we listen to the news, or we
could cocoon ourselves in your Word and it could change us entirely. So bundle us up.
Give us the latter. We want to know you. With hopeful hearts we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Psalm 23 (pg.476)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “May We Have the Mind of Christ” Marty Haugen

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING John 9: 1-41(pg. 932-933)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON What Do We See? Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe in a merciful God, a God who does not keep score, a God who wants good for
us. We believe in a creative God, a God who would heal with mud, a God capable of
seeing what we cannot. We believe in a saving God, a God who heals,
a God who greets our questions with patience, a God who sends us out with hope in our
step. What wondrous love is this. Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “We Come with Questions” see insert

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Lois Simmons

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Our lives overflow with the goodness of God. Sharing what we have so abundantly received,
we bring now our tithes and offerings to God,
with gladness and gratitude.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.
OFFERTORY “Simple Gifts” Joseph Brackett, Jr.
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
In gratitude, O God we come into your presence, into your house.
For all that you have done for us, most especially, for bringing us into the light of Jesus
Christ, we offer our thanks and praise. We long to live as children of light, doing what is
pleasing to you and bearing the fruit of the light through Jesus Christ, who awakens those
who sleep, and raises those who are dead to new life. In his name we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Amazing Grace” #280

*CHARGE
Go peaceably, looking upon the hearts of others. Live in Christ’s light,
even in the darkest valley. Trust that he is able to open your eyes,
enabling you to walk by faith in his name.

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Shalom Chaverim” Hebrew melody

*POSTLUDE “Wonderful World, Beautiful People” Jimmy Cliff

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name,
address, e-mail and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Sylvia Esser



There is a Bible study with Ed Garcia every Wednesday at 3:30 PM in the Colonial Room.

There is a prayer group on Saturdays at 10AM in the colonial Room.

If you have someone on the prayer list on the back of the bulletin please let us know if they should remain on
the list.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday 8 pm.
All are welcome.

School is in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received by People to
People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might have happened. Here
at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable
items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Like us on Facebook at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/NHPChurch?mibextid=ZbWKwL

If you are watching our service on YouTube, and you have a prayer request, please put the first
name only of the person to be prayed for on the chat function.
We will lift them in prayer at the prayers of the people.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano
are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are
not visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


