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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
March 5, 2023

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Cantabile” C.P.E. Bach
GREETING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Cast thy burden upon the Lord” Felix Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
We gather together—
the seekers, the dreamers, the shooting-star wishers, in hopes of seeing God.
We gather together—
the curious, the hungry, the loving, the lonely, in hopes of finding peace.
We gather together—
those who are thirsty and those with water to spare, in hopes of finding justice.
So come to the well. Come, let us worship God.
Amen.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Lord God, Great I Am, you are living water. As we worship you this day show us who we
are: channels of your love and vessels of your grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” #446

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
In today’s service we will hear the story of the Samaritan woman. It’s a well-known story of a
woman who, in the heat of the day, meets Jesus at a well and he asks her for a drink.
Every time I read this story, I cannot help but ask myself—when was the last time I drew water
for someone? When was the last time I drew water for myself? So with this same open
curiosity, we come to the prayer of confession, trusting that even if we forget our bucket, God
will still meet us at the well. Friends, with that grace in mind, let us pray:

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God, we have been on every side of this story. We have been the one who is thirsty
and in need of compassion, and we have been the one with a bucket and a deep well.
So today we wonder: how often have we missed the opportunity to share water with our
neighbors?
How often have we forgotten that we have a bucket and the power to bring change?
How often have we simply decided that justice and compassion were not worth the work?
Forgive our fragile hearts and remind us that it was you who sat at that well in Samaria
in the heat of the day. It was you. It is still you.
With hope we pray, amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Family of faith, as hard as it is to imagine:
we could lose the bucket, we could hoard the water for ourselves, we could pretend we do not
see all who are thirsty, and we would still belong to God.
This is the good news of the gospel:
God’s grace is deeper than any well. We are seen, loved, and forgiven.
May this realization change and inspire us. Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #579

Please be seated following the Response
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)

God of conversation, we come to you today thirsty—
thirsty for hope, thirsty for good news, thirsty for a glimpse of you.
So today we pray, move in these words like a current. Give us the courage to wade into
your story with open eyes and open hearts. Give us the courage to drink this moment in.
We are listening. We are grateful. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 17: 1-7 (pgs. 60-61)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Let Us Return to the Lord” Marty Haugen

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING John 4: 5-42 (pg. 925)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe that a glass of water given to us by a stranger can taste like justice.
We believe that honest conversation has the power to change us.
We believe that all God’s children have a voice and something to say.
We believe that Jesus loves the outcast, the ignored, the shamed, and the abandoned.
We believe in asking questions. We believe in curiosity. We believe in giving people a
drink. May we be brave enough to give people a drink. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “We All Come Thirsty” see insert

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Mark Zacheis

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
See how the fields are ripe for harvest! Already, God is gathering fruit for eternal life. With
rejoicing, let us offer our lives to the Lord.



PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.
OFFERTORY “To Walk in Faith” David Paxton
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
O Lord, you are our God; we are the people of your pasture, the sheep of your hand. As
you have fed us by your mercy, may it be our daily bread to do your will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” #363

*CHARGE
The hour is coming and is now here. Go forth to worship the Lord your God in spirit and in
truth, in all that you say and do.

*BENEDICTION
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, springing up like living water, fill your heart, and flow
through your life.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Shalom Chaverim” Hebrew melody

*POSTLUDE “Prayer” Beethoven

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name,
address, e-mail and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Howard Whitehouse

There is a Bible study with Ed Garcia every Wednesday at 3:30 PM in the Colonial Room.

There is a prayer group on Saturdays at 10AM in the colonial Room.

If you have someone on the prayer list on the back of the bulletin please let us know if they should remain on
the list.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday 8 pm.
All are welcome.



Are you ready for some fun & games? Then join us on Saturday March 18 from 2-5 pm in the Colonial
Room for our first annual Game Day. The Fellowship Committee will provide a variety of games and, of
course, FOOD!! If you have a favorite game, bring it along. See you then!

School is in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received by People to
People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might have happened. Here
at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable
items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Like us on Facebook at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/NHPChurch?mibextid=ZbWKwL

If you are watching our service on YouTube, and you have a prayer request, please put the first
name only of the person to be prayed for on the chat function.
We will lift them in prayer at the prayers of the people.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano
are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are
not visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


