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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
February 26, 2023

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE
GREETING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Cast thy burden upon the Lord” Felix Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Listen!
There is hope to be found here.
Listen!
God calls you by name here.
Listen!
There is love that abides here.
This world is full of chatter, so may we do our best to listen.
God is speaking.
Let us worship.
Amen.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Wild God of wilderness, as we devote these forty days to you, shape us by your Holy
Spirit into the image of Christ our Lord, so that we may be ready, by your grace, to
confront the power of death with the promise of eternal life. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Forty Days and Forty Nights” #77

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
Friends, if you are seeking grace, this moment is for you. If you are seeking growth, this
moment is for you. If you are seeking honesty, this moment is for you. In the prayer of
confession, we admit to ourselves and to God that we do not have it all figured out. And in that
vulnerability, we are surrounded by God’s grace. So let us pray together, using the prayer of
confession printed in your bulletin. Let us pray:

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God,
Too often we treat your Word like a radio station—something we can tune in and out of
when it’s convenient. Our minds are full of ads, emails, news updates, and notifications.
In the midst of this clutter, we tend to gravitate toward the voices that think like us—
easily ignoring the voices being silenced, easily ignoring your voice. Forgive us for failing
to listen.
Forgive us for getting caught in distractions. Forgive us for forgetting what your voice
sounds like. Drain the distractions from our minds and help us turn once again toward
you. With earnest hearts we pray, amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, even when we tune God out, even when we prioritize other voices,
even when we do all the talking and fail to listen, we are still held by God.
Our sins are forgiven. Nothing could ever separate us from God’s love.
So with joy in our hearts, please repeat after me:
I am loved!
I am loved!
I am held in grace!
I am held in grace!
I belong to God.
I belong to God.
Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #579

Please be seated following the Response
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)

Holy God, Listening is always easier said than done.
We shuffle into this space and try to quiet our minds, but the list of distractions is long.
We need your help to listen. So today we ask that you would marinate us in your Word.
Dust the cobwebs from our ears. Stir our souls awake. Crack open our hearts to make
room for you. Scoop us up. Put us in your pocket. Carry us with you wherever you go.
We want to hear you, really hear you, so speak to us now. With hope we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17, 3: 1-7 (pg. 2)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Set Me as a Seal” John Leavitt

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 4: 1-11 (pg. 837)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Who Will You Listen To? Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
In a world full of noise, we believe that God is speaking.
In a world full of chaos, we believe that God is singing.
In a world full of temptation, we believe that God is healing.
Church, who will you listen to?
We will listen to God—our Creator, Friend, and Guide.
Church, what will you listen for?
We will listen for water in the desert, for the wind of the Spirit,
for the laughter of children, for the sound of open doors,
and for God’s voice, who calls us beloved.
Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Who Will You Listen To?” See insert

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
As God so freely offers us the gift of life in Jesus Christ,
let us respond with gratitude, offering our lives to God.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.
OFFERTORY “The Wayfaring Stranger” Spiritual
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the free and abundant gift of grace you have
given us in Jesus Christ. Let the simple gifts of our lives be a sign of our unending
gratitude for your undying love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “How Clear is our Vocation Lord” #419

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION
As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary.
Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek God in
each of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for. In the
name of our loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace. Amen.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Shalom Chaverim” Hebrew melody

*POSTLUDE “Nordic Song” Robert Schumann

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LISTIf you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e -mail and/orphone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Laura Metallo-Bidon

There is a Bible study with Ed Garcia every Wednesday at 3:30 PM in the Colonial Room.

There is a prayer group on Saturdays at 10AM in the colonial Room.



If you have someone on the prayer list on the back of the bulletin please let us know if they should remain on
the list.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday 8 pm.
All are welcome.

Are you ready for some fun & games? Then join us on Saturday March 18 from 2-5 pm in the Colonial
Room for our first annual Game Day. The Fellowship Committee will provide a variety of games and, of
course, FOOD!! If you have a favorite game, bring it along. See you then!

School is in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received by People to
People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might have happened. Here
at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable
items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Like us on Facebook at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/NHPChurch?mibextid=ZbWKwL

If you are watching our service on YouTube, and you have a prayer request, please put the first
name only of the person to be prayed for on the chat function.
We will lift them in prayer at the prayers of the people.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano
are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are
not visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


