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*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “Alleluia” Buxtehude

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers...
Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers...
Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers...
Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this space. God is here.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
Lord of light, we praise you. Yours is the light which illuminates that which is good in all the nations of
the world. In this time of worship we lift our eyes to your light.
We rejoice in your glory and in the mystery of the salvation of the world you have brought through Jesus
Christ. As the Wise Men came seeking the Christ Child, kindle within us a desire to seek him anew and
to make new discoveries of his truth and his glory.
May the Star of Bethlehem lead us to worship the Light of the World.

*OPENING HYMN “What Star is this that Beams So Bright” #68

*CALL TO CONFESSION
One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for God.
Actively and consistently, day by day, they follow the star until it guides them to Jesus.
I wish I was more like that, but I admit, I tend to follow God with part of my heart. I tend to get distracted and
lost, taking exit ramps off the road, following whatever new shiny sign is present. It’s part of being human.
In the prayer of confession, we acknowledge that more often than we’d like to admit, we find ourselves
following the wrong star. Fortunately for us, God is the map maker, and God’s map is measured in grace, so
we have nothing to fear. Let us pray together. Let us seek God together. Join me in the prayer of confession:

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
God of starlight, we know that faith isn’t a vending machine.
Good news can’t be bought or manufactured.
It does not arrive with a push of a button.
Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst.
We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did.
We have to believe that love really can change the world.
We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights.
Forgive us for forgetting that. Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts.
We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single day.  Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Friends, I have nothing but good news. Since the very first day, God has taken the pieces of our hearts that
we have offered up and has said, “I can work with that.” Even in our failings, God has washed us with
words of grace, belonging, and love. No matter what star you’ve followed, no matter how far you’ve
walked, no matter how lost you got— you belong to God. God loves you. God forgives you. God claims
you. End of story.
Thanks be to God! Amen.



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “Gloria Patri” #577

Please be seated following the Sung Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of starlight, every part of us is trying to seek you:
our bodies that carried us into this space, our heads bowed in prayer, our hearts that keep whispering,
“There is more than just this.” We are seeking you.
Like a dog looking for its owner, who will search the whole house—
under beds, behind doors, in every corner of every room
until their person is found— we are turning over every rock and leaf
looking for fingerprints that belong to you. So meet us halfway.
Find us in the maze. Quiet the rest of the world.
Open the door to us with rich laughter and say,
“Come on in!” We know you’re near, so know that it’s you we seek.
Find us in these words. Gratefully we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Micah 5: 2-4 (pg. 805) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Come, Follow That Star” Don Besig

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 2: 1-12 (pgs. 835-836)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” #67

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Let Us Break Bread Together” Spiritual

PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Friends, we know what it feels like to look for God.
We know what it feels like to turn our heads up to the sky, looking for stars or signs.
We know what it feels like to walk day after day, hoping that we grow closer to God.
We know what it feels like to seek.
I think that’s part of why we end up here, because we are hoping that in the midst of this messy world we might
catch a glimpse of God that will carry us through.
Well, friends, I have good news. God is already here. Like a mighty wind, God is moving through this room. God is
at this Table, inviting us forward.
The invitation may not be as clear as a star in the sky, but from generation to generation, God has always gathered
with God’s people. So come to this Table with your questions and your doubts. Come with your joys and your
gratitude. Come seeking, come hungry, come curious. Come open. Come not because you have to, but because you
can.
Come with all of you, for there is room for you here. This is God’s Table; this is God’s meal. We are the guests. So
come.
Let us pray…
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of today, tomorrow, and yesterday, like the Magi, we are seeking you.
Like the Magi, we are bringing ourselves closer to you, step by step, and word by word.
So today we ask that you would make yourself known to us. Reach into our spirits and give us a boost of
confidence that love is real and we are not alone. We know we’re asking a lot for a group that brings very little. We
don’t have gold or frankincense or myrrh. We haven’t spent the last several days traveling here by camel. We’re no
Magi, but we’re yours.
Instead, we bring ourselves to this Table—to your Table—in hopes of catching a glimpse of
you. Speak to us in this bread. Speak to us in the cup. Speak to us through these star words.
Let them be invitations and challenges for the year ahead; let them be like stars above
helping us look for you. Holy God, you were the God of yesterday, and we know you’ll be the God of tomorrow,
for you have loved us from generation to generation. So with grateful hearts, we pray together the words your son
taught us to pray, saying:
Our Father…

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Communion of the People and Reception of Star Words
(After you have received the bread and cup, we invite you to draw a star from the basket as it is passed to you.)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
After all have been served, and all have received a star:

God of open horizons and open roads, like the Magi so many years ago, we are here, seeking you. Step by
step, we have wandered into this space with the hope of feeling you in our midst. Step by step, you have
claimed us, loved us, and fed us. Today we have drawn star words. For some, these words are full of
meaning, challenge, and invitation already. For others, these words are a blank canvas—inviting you into
our lives. So as a new year dawns, we pray that just as you have spoken to the generations before us, you
would speak to us again. Allow us to use these star words as a tool that might help us hear you more
clearly. May they guide us, as the star guided the Magi. And in a year, may we find ourselves here,
together again, with mouths full of praise for the ways in which you have been present with us. Together
we pray, with the saints before us. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN “We Three Kings of Orient Are” #66 (Verses 1 & 5)

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION (From Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman)
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Telemann

*POSTLUDE “Credo” Haydn

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Pauline Mattis
Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Our Bible study meets today after worship. All are welcome!

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All are welcome.

Statements for the year 2022 have been emailed to you as of 1/3. If you did not receive yours, please check
your spam folder. The statement is mailed from newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com. Please let
Barbara Z know if you have any questions or did not receive the email.

The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a movie screening on Saturday January 21 at 2pm in
Murchison Hall. The movie, entitled “The Way,” stars Martin Sheen as a father trying to understand
himself and his relationship with his late son. Pastor Lori will lead a discussion afterward. Ice
cream, popcorn and drinks will be served before the movie, so come on out for some fun!

Per Capita is the money that our church pays to help support the greater Presbyterian Church in the
US. Our funds go to support our Hudson River Presbytery, our Synod of the Northeast, and the General
Assembly. Similar to our individual pledging to NHPC, per capita is the way that our church pledges to the
Presbyterian Church. It is our way of saying, “We’re in, we’re part of this denomination and we intend to
support it.” In turn, these agencies are dedicated to the support of all of the local churches. As an example,
our Presbytery employs an IT/Communications Facilitator whom we have used as a resource to help us with
our You Tube streaming process. And Presbytery has offered grants to support the purchase of
equipment. The first envelope in your box is the blue one, marked Per Capita. We encourage you to submit
$39.70 for each church member in your family.

If you have someone on the prayer list on the back of the bulletin please let us know if they should remain on
the list.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible.



https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org

Or scan the QR code:


