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*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Mary, Did You Know?/ Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song)”

arr. Carol Tornquist
INTROIT “A Voice Cries Out, Prepare the Way of the Lord” Lloyd Larson
GREETING Worship Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked the question, “What are you afraid



of?” From the voices of different
generations, hear their answers:
Not being enough.
Not making enough of a difference.
Falling down.
That we will forget we belong to one another.
Climate change.
My child having to learn gun violence drills at school.
Spiders.
Not having someone to take care of me; not having someone who knows my stories.
My mental health slipping.
Ending up alone. Nightmares.
Stopping short of following God all the way.
Today we light the candle of peace, because we so desperately need God’s peace in the midst of all we fear.
May this light be a reminder that Christ is coming. God was with generations before, God is with us today, and
God will be with us tomorrow. Even now, God is on the way. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
Let us worship God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
God of peace, we thank you that in Christ you come near to us, and live among us, and tell us not to fear,
because you love us. May we learn to live in your life now, and for the rest of our lives.  Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” #16

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. It can alert us to possible
accidents. It can motivate us to do our best.
However, fear can also be harmful. For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown
has led us to make sinful choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. Today, in
confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before an entirely merciful and
loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray:

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Faithful God, we confess that we have not led lives of holiness.
We suffer from impatience, apathy, and greed; we have not been at peace.
We repent of these offenses and turn to you in love.
Forgive our iniquity and pardon our sins, that we may walk in righteousness to the glory of your name.
Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us.
Even when we lose our way, God does not lose us.
Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us.
We are known, forgiven, and loved.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Please be seated
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Worship Leader

The hopes and fears of all the years will soon meet in Bethlehem, oh God.  Give us ears to hear scripture
and thus prepare for the Coming One.  Amen.



FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10 (pg. 595) Worship Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Come, Jesus, Prince of Peace” Diane Hannibal

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*RITUAL OF THE ADVENT PRAYER CARDS
Advent Prayer cards are distributed to everyone.

After filling them out they are dedicated; then you are invited to come forward
and place yours on the Christmas tree.

SECOND READING Luke 1: 26-38 (pgs. 887-888)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON God Meets Us in Our Fear Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Here I Am” see insert

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
MINUTE FOR MISSION Rev. Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” Carl Reinecke
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of abundance, may we never fear to give our money, our talents, and our lives to you.  Give us grace
to trust you for all our needs.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.
Lift up your hearts.



We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You call all people to follow your paths of justice and peace, beating
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
In the light of your holy Word we look for the day when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, or learn war
anymore. Therefore, with the entire company of heaven,
and with your people on earth who live in this hope, we praise you and join in the never-ending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, for he is Immanuel, God with us.
Fulfilling the expectations of the prophets he healed the blind and the lame, cleansed the lepers, opened the ears of
the deaf, raised the dead, and brought good news to the poor.
Through his life, death, and resurrection you manifest your new covenant with humankind,
and through the church of his disciples you give testimony to the power of your salvation for the world. For on the
night he was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
When the supper was over, he took the cup and gave thanks, saying, Drink this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this is remembrance of me.
Therefore in remembrance of all your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we give ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a
living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for the world as we declare:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Let the
bread we break be a true fellowship in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be a true participation in the new
covenant in his blood. By your Spirit empower us to be Christ for the world, serving in his name until the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit in your holy church, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God,
now and forever. Amen. Our Father…..
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Even—Especially--in our fear, you come to us God.  Having feasted at this table, may we go into the
world proclaiming your perfect love and inviting others to live in that love with us.

*CLOSING HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” #276

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Emmanuel” Don Besig
POSTLUDE “The Italian Pipers” Charles Gounod

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again.

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Terry Lucas



School is back in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received
by People to People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously
might have happened. Here at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and
we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can
be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to join us!

Our Bible study meets today after worship. All are welcome!

Every Saturday from 10:00 AM until 11:00 AM our church is holding prayer meetings. We are open to all who want
to learn how to pray and bring our concerns to God.

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All are welcome.

There will be a Congregational Meeting held on Dec 11, 2022, immediately following the worship service for
the purposes of electing new church officers and discussing a matter related to church property.

Messiah Sing-along

The second annual informal Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along has been scheduled
to take place in the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church sanctuary on
Sunday Dec. 18 at 2 PM. We will sing to a CD or other digital recording; it is -
after all -“informal”. Bring your own copy of the music score, or borrow one
from us. Sing along or listen. Bring friends or relatives, if you wish. Ask
Nancy Jacobs if you have questions.

Current FAQs include: “Should I bring my banjo?”
Answer: No, that’s not necessary. Handel did not write a part for that instrument.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead
Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream.
To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


