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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 18, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE A medley of carols
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “A Voice Cries Out, Prepare the Way of the Lord” Lloyd Larson

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Mark and Barbara Zacheis
Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were
asked the question, “What makes you feel connected; what makes you feel
loved?” From the voices of different generations, hear their answers:
Handwritten notes. Casseroles. Being invited in. Reading a book together.
The passing of the peace. Family walks. Youth group.
When I see my friends at preschool. Surprise phone calls.
Making music with other people. Home-cooked food. Belly laughs.
Eye contact. Dinner parties. An inside joke. Hugs.
Dancing with my partner in the kitchen.
Today we light the candle of love as a reminder that from the very first generation, God has
surrounded us with love. May this good news—these threads of love—not only weave deeper
connections between neighbors, but shape our actions and allow us to see God more clearly.
In a lonely world, let this light shine bright. From generation to generation, we are held in
God’s love. Thanks be to God for that good news. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
God-with-us, Immanuel, comes to give us our own Holy Family,
here with the body of Christ this day. Rejoice and be glad!
Amen!

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Eternal God of power and grace, who comes to us in surprising ways—
in angel appearances, in defeat of enemies, and in resurrection from the dead— show us
the face of Immanuel in our time.
Bring us from fear to awe, we pray; in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “O Come O Come Emmanuel” #9

*CALL TO CONFESSION
One of the greatest gifts and challenges of faith is that we cannot be Christian alone. We need
one another. We need one another to grow. We need one another to love. And we need one
another to see God more clearly. So together, let us lift our voices in unison.
Let us lean into the ties that bind and pray to our merciful God.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of today and tomorrow, when Mary was pregnant and afraid, she ran to her cousin
Elizabeth’s house. Elizabeth threw open the door with joy and showered blessings upon
her. How often do we have that same opportunity? How often do we leave the door
locked, the curtains drawn, and the lights off? How often do we shower critique or
judgment instead of blessings and joy? Gracious God, forgive us for our wrongs. We
want to see you when we see our neighbor. Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
Friends, this is what I know— God delights in us. God throws open the door, just like
Elizabeth, and says, “Come on home. There is room for you here!” And in that moment, we are
blessed. In that moment, we are forgiven. In that moment, we are seen, healed, and welcomed
home. So rest in this good news: you are saved by grace.
Let us respond together, using the words from Mary’s song:
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed.”

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of all, we are a mixed bag of distracted and forlorn, eager and anxious. We hope that
you might move through the obstacle course we build up around our hearts— made out
of questions and defenses— and douse us in good news. For at the end of the day, all we
want is to know that we are not alone, that you are always near. So knock on our door,
sweet talk the guard dog we place in front of our vulnerable hearts, and come right in.
Make yourself at home. Pull us close and tell us your story of unbelievable good news. We
are listening. We are grateful. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 7: 10-16(pgs. 591-592) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “O Who's That Yonder?” John Wilson, based on a spiritual

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 1: 39-45; 56-58 (pgs. 888)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON “We See God in Each Other” Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe that creation is inextricably linked. We belong to one another in an
undeniable way. We are bone of bone and flesh of flesh, life breathed into dust. We
believe that God invites us to live into that truth— to love without abandon, to see the
good in one another, to trust that all belong to God. We know that this life of connection
is easier said than done, which is why we gather in this space, week after week, generation
after generation, to be reminded: We see God in each other. This we believe. Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “God Became Flesh With us To Dwell” see insert

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
MINUTE FOR MISSION

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song)”

Amy Grant and Chris Eaton
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Holy God, you bless us with many gifts, you retrieve us from despair and fear, you visit us
with surprising proclamations, and you intend for us good things. We thank you for your
steadfast love, for sending signs of assurance, and for the gift of faith. Use our gifts to
bring comfort and justice to those in need, reforming the ways of our world for the sake
of new life. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Song of Mary” #600

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Emmanuel” Don Besig
POSTLUDE “Christmas Chimes” Niels Gade

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again.

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Sylvia Esser

School is back in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received by People to People
goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might have happened. Here at NHPC we had
strong results from our summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable items are welcome. Shop
the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.

Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Our Bible study meets today after worship. All are welcome!

Our Saturday prayer meetings are on hiatus until after the new year.

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All are welcome.



Messiah Sing-along
The second annual informal Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along has been scheduled to take place in the
New Hempstead Presbyterian Church sanctuary today at 2 PM. We will sing to a CD or other digital
recording; it is -after all -“informal”. Bring your own copy of the music score, or borrow one from
us. Sing along or listen. Bring friends or relatives, if you wish. Ask Nancy Jacobs if you have
questions.
There will be an in-person Candlelight Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24th at 8:00 PM; it
will also be live-streamed on YouTube: Sunday, December 25th will be an 11 AM service. This service will
also be live-streamed on YouTube youtube.com/@nhpchurch.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead
Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream.
To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:


