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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 11, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE A medley of carols
INTROIT “A Voice Cries Out, Prepare the Way of the Lord” Lloyd Larson
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Bill and Susan Truss
Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were
asked the question, “What brings you joy?” From the voices of different
generations, hear their answers:
A clean kitchen. Sand between my toes. Being outside.
Sleeping in my own bed after a night away. Having a camera in my hands.
My partner’s laugh.  Mountain air.  When my parents pick me up.
The end of my to-do list. Hugs from my niece and nephew. Baby giggles.
My cat. Putting my hands in the garden. A chord resolved. Stargazing.
A warm cup of coffee with friends. My new granddaughter.
Lingering at the table after dinner. Time with family.
Today we light the candle of joy. May its light remind us of all the good news this season
brings. May its light remind us of the many sources of joy in our lives, and may that joy not
only draw us closer to one another, but closer to God.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Let the desert rejoice,
and let the dry land be glad,
for God has come to save us.
Let us worship God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
Holy God, your prophets have long spoken of the one who would come to save us. Now
the promise is fulfilled; now your kingdom has come near. Send us as messengers of your
way, to go and tell all the world of the wonders we have seen and the good news we have
heard; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “‘Sleepers Wake!’ A Voice Astounds Us” #17

*CALL TO CONFESSION
A series of experiments by Princeton psychologists, Janine Willis and Alexander Todorov,
taught the world that it only takes a tenth of a second for us to form an impression of a stranger.
In other words, it only takes a tenth of a second for us to look at someone’s face and determine
a stereotype about who they are. With decisions happening that quickly, it is not hard to
imagine why we might need this moment of confession. The prayer of confession is an
opportunity to slow down. We take that tenth of a second and give it room to breathe. We
reflect on the decisions that we’ve made this past week and we ask for God’s mercy to be in all
of them.



And without fail, God wiggles God’s self into the cracks of our lives, and we are made better
for it. So with that confidence, let us go to God in prayer.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
God of mercy, a million times a day we have the opportunity to be gracious, to assume the
best in others, to give the benefit of the doubt. A million times a day we could choose the
better way, but so often we don’t. Fear and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities
take the wheel. Comparison and critique lead the charge. Forgive us for forgetting that
we are descendants of Joseph. Forgive us for forgetting that grace and mercy are in our
blood. Forgive us for forgetting that all belong to you. Give us the courage to love even
bigger than before, and the wisdom to choose a better way. Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Family of Faith, hear this good news:
We who have chosen wrong, are given a second chance.
We who have lost our way, are welcomed into community.
We who feel alone, are seen, held, and known. This is the good news of the gospel.
No matter how many times we choose wrong or lose our way,
God continues to be a God of second chances, community, and love.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Please be seated
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader

Holy God, scripture tells us that you came to Joseph through an angel—loud and clear,
impossible to miss. Scripture also tells us that Joseph listened. He rearranged his life to
follow your invitation. God, we long for that—all of that. We long to hear your voice—
loud and clear, impossible to miss. We long for invitations to something more, something
deeper. And we long to be like Joseph and find the courage to follow. So clean out our
ears. Brush the dust off our hearts. Trace us back to our roots—back to Joseph—who
heard and followed. With gratitude we listen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 35: 1-10 (pg. 615) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Could This Be the Day?” Joseph Martin

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 1:18-25 (pgs.835)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON “We Can Choose a Better Way” Dr. Knight-Whitehouse



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe in a God who offers second chances and does not hold grudges. We believe in
a God who opens the door to new life and leaves the porch light on for us when we get
lost. We believe in a God who believes in us— believes that we can make a difference, that
we can choose grace over comparison, love over hate, peace over war. And so we strive to
live our lives in love. We strive to listen as Joseph listened,
and to be the people that God calls us to be. It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard. This we
believe. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “A Better Way” see insert

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
MINUTE FOR MISSION Lois Simmons

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” arr. Lee Dengler
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth, giver of justice, lover of
righteousness, hope of the afflicted, and friend of the poor. Your faithfulness never fails.
Take and use these gifts we offer to further your purpose in the world and to fulfill the
promise of the world to come; through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” #2

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Emmanuel” Don Besig
POSTLUDE “Christmas Chimes” Niels Gade

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again.

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Ed Garcia

School is back in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food received
by People to People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously
might have happened. Here at NHPC we had strong results from our summer food drive and
we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable items are welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can
be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex during church.



Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to join us!

Our Bible study meets today after worship. All are welcome!

Our Saturday prayer meetings are on hiatus until after the new year.

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All are welcome.

There will be a Congregational Meeting today, immediately following the worship service for the purposes of
electing new church officers and discussing a matter related to church property.

Messiah Sing-along

The second annual informal Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along has been scheduled
to take place in the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church sanctuary on
Sunday Dec. 18 at 2 PM. We will sing to a CD or other digital recording; it is -
after all -“informal”. Bring your own copy of the music score, or borrow one
from us. Sing along or listen. Bring friends or relatives, if you wish. Ask
Nancy Jacobs if you have questions.

Current FAQs include: “Should I bring my banjo?”
Answer: No, that’s not necessary. Handel did not write a part for that instrument.
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead
Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream.
To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:




