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*All who are able are invited to stand.

PRELUDE Old Viennese Waltzes, Fritz Kriesler / Partita, J.S. Bach/ Carols
Urara Mogi: violin

GREETING Worship Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “A Voice Cries Out, Prepare the Way of the Lord” Lloyd Larson

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked to fill in the blank for the
statement: “My story is. . . ”
From the voices of different generations, hear their answers:
Amazing! Just beginning. A wee bit messy, with lots of love. Privileged. Hopeful. Full of silliness.
Still unfolding. Long, but good. One of resilience. Incomplete, thank goodness. Multilingual.
A work in progress. My story is not just mine, it’s tied to yours.
Tonight we tell the story that we tell every year—the story of Christ’s birth, the story of love made flesh. It’s a
story that weaves through every generation. It’s a story that picks up the bits and pieces of our narrative and
braids us together.
Worship leader lights the candle.
So tonight we light the Christ candle, because from generation to generation,
our story belongs to God. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader
Christ is born!
Alleluia!
Jesus is among us!
Alleluia!
Shout with joy, give thanks, and sing!
Christ is born!

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
On this day, Gracious Lord, you come to us as Word, as light, as flesh.
Teach us to know you so well that our lives may befriend this world you have made,
in the name of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Joy to the World” #40

*CALL TO CONFESSION
As a kid I used to think the prayer of confession was scary.
I thought it was a moment designed to make me feel guilty, intended for eyes cast down and shoulders hung
low. But that’s not it at all.
The prayer of confession is an invitation.
It’s an opportunity to say, “This is who I’ve been, and this is who I long to be.”
So let us pray together. Let us be truth tellers. Let us hold our heads high and speak
honestly before God and one another.
This is easy to do when we are surrounded by a God who delights in us.
Friends, let us pray:



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Holy God, We admit—we don’t fully understand the Christmas story. We are not familiar with angel
choruses. We have not walked many miles to be counted in a census,
and we don’t always hear your voice in our dreams.
We don’t fully understand this story, so we admit, sometimes we hesitate to tell it.
Instead of running out into the streets to shout that there is a love bigger than we could imagine, we whisper
this good news. Instead of throwing open the doors and inviting people in,
we simply leave them unlocked, hoping folks will figure it out.
Instead of telling the next generation why this night matters so much,
we stay quiet, afraid of creating pressure.
Forgive us for our silence. Forgive us for our hesitation.
Forgive us for the moments when we fail to share your good news.
Plant this story of love so deep in our bones that we cannot help but share it
from generation to generation. Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Friends, repeat after me:
No matter where we go,
No matter where we go,
No matter what we say,
No matter what we say,
No matter what we do,
No matter what we do,
We belong to God.
We belong to God.
We are held.
We are held.
We are loved.
We are loved.
We are forgiven.
We are forgiven.
Amen!

Please be seated

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Worship Leader
O Holy God, we need this story—this Christmas story.
We need this story of ordinary people who were brave.
We need this story of love that changed the world.
We need this story of angel choruses that give reason to hope,
and starlight that reminds us to look up.
In a battered and bruised world, we gather around your Word like people gather around a fire to warm
themselves. So we are here, gathered together to warm ourselves by your light, because we need this
story.
We need the truth that lies deep in these holy words.
So today we pray: scoop out space in us to truly listen. Quiet our minds.
Open our hearts. Kindle the fire. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 9: 2-7 (pg. 593) Worship Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM “O Holy Night” arr. John Leavitt
NHPC Choir

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 2: 1-20 (pg. 889)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Christmas Eve Homily Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #41

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
For the sake of those in need, for the care of the church in proclaiming Christ’s birth,
and for all that God calls us to do, let us gather our tithes and offerings.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Loure" J.S. Bach
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
These gifts, O God, are first from you, signs of your bounty meant for all your children.  We joyously
give you thanks for all that we have and are and ask your blessing on our offerings. Turn our lives to
your will as we receive and as we give,
for the sake of your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Every Christmas Eve, we gather together in this same room, to tell the same story of a baby born in a manger. The
plot never changes. There are never any surprise twists.
So why do we do it? Why do we keep telling this same story? We tell this story because our spirits need to hear it.
Over and over and over again, like water in the desert, we need to be reminded that God has drawn close to this
hurting world. We need to be reminded that God just couldn’t stay away. This is true on Christmas Eve, and it is
true at this Table. Every time we gather at this Table, we tell the same story— the story of a Messiah who gathered
his friends together for one last supper, the story of a Messiah who loved us so much he just couldn’t stay away. So
friends, bring the parts of you that feel like the desert. Bring the parts of you that are aching to hear this story again,
because this good news is for you.



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(using “sins” and “those who sin against us”)

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Author of our lives, we admit that there is something so marvelous and wonderful about this night: the glow of the
candlelight, and the familiar hymns, the kids that are wound tight with contagious, joyful energy, the feeling that
something we’ve been waiting for just might be within reach. Joy and hope are in the air— so thick we could
almost bottle it up. But we don’t want to bottle up this feeling; we want to share it. We want to share the joy of this
night with the children of this city, with single parents, with lonely young adults, with our unhoused neighbors,
with those who are grieving, with people who couldn’t quite make it home for Christmas. We want to share this
hope with people who had imagined that this year would be different, that this year they would have what they
were looking for. We want to share this night with families who couldn’t afford to put much under the tree, as well
as with those who are new to this country— fleeing a life that was unsafe or unwelcoming.
We don’t want to bottle up the magic of this night; we want to share it. We want to pour your good news all over
this community. We want to sing like Mary sang, until all who are looking for you have found their way home. So
help us live like the shepherds—who weren’t afraid to go and tell the good news. Help us take the words of the
angels to heart—to not be afraid. Help us to be as trusting as Joseph—who chose to believe the impossible.
But more than anything, give us the courage and conviction to tell this story. In a hurting world so desperate for
hope, we have something to say. Joy and hope are in the air—
so thick we could almost bottle it up. But we don’t want to bottle up this feeling; we want to share it. So pour out
your Spirit on this Table. Strengthen us from the inside out.
As we tell your story of good news, let us once again speak the prayer your son taught us
to pray, saying: Our Father…..

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We will hold our cups until all have received them, then please eat the bread (found under the first layer of plastic).
When the pastor drinks the cup (found under the second layer of plastic) we will all drink with her.

*CLOSING HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” #60

*CHARGE
*BLESSING
POSTLUDE “Still, Still, Still” Traditional Austrian Carol

Our liturgy through advent has come from A Sanctified Art. A Sanctified Art LLC is a collective of artists in ministry
who create resources for worshiping
communities. The Sanctified Art team works collaboratively to bring scripture and theological
themes to life through film, visual art, curriculum, coloring pages, liturgy, graphic designs,
and more. Their mission is to empower churches with resources to inspire creativity in worship
and beyond. Driven by the connective and prophetic power of art, they believe that art helps
us connect our hearts with our hands, our faith with our lives, and our mess with our God.
Learn more about their work at sanctifiedart.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again.

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.



Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead
Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream.
To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible. https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch

There will be no choir rehearsal Thursday, Dec. 29. Choir rehearsals will begin again in the new year on Thursday,
Jan. 5, 8 pm.

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:

The Reverend Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse can be reached in the church office (845-354-2372) Mondays
through Thursdays and by e-mail at loriwhitehouse3460@gmail.com.  In the event of a pastoral
emergency please call 845-362-0729.

All of us at the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church
Wish you a most joyous and blessed Christmas,

And a happy and healthy New Year!

* * * * * * * * *
484 New Hempstead Road, New City NY  10956

Phone 845-354-2372 E-Mail: office@nhpchurch.org


