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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Gregorian
GREETING Worship Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “Sanctuary” Thompson and Scruggs
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were
asked the question, “What gives you hope?” From the voices of different
generations, hear their answers:
My two-year-old son. Dogs wagging their tails.
Older Adult Talking with young people. Kindness from strangers.
Spending time in the woods. Waffles.
Hands clasped in prayer. Social progress.
The way my son calls everybody “buddy.”
The ringing of church bells.
Babies trying over and over to take their first step.
The turning of seasons. Christian community. Books.
Friendship with my adult children. Advocates for justice.
Hearing children in the pews sing the hymns.
The sunrise every single morning. What gives you hope?
Today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at work in this world. From
generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and compassion, justice and
community. Let us rest and abide in that good news. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader
Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same. Let us worship God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader
O Lord our God, make us watchful and cheerful as we await the coming of your Son,
Christ our Lord, that when he comes and knocks, he will find us not sleeping in sins but
awake and rejoicing in his praises; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

*OPENING HYMN “People Look East” #12

*CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader
In God’s house, everyone is welcome—
those who seem like they have it all together, and those who feel like their world is falling
apart. No matter who we are, there’s room for us here.
With that confidence, we turn to God in prayer,
speaking the truth of our lives. Let us pray:



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions from a place of fear rather than
love. You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, fanning unhealthy
fires in our lives.
You know just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid”
on dusty shelves and in the back of closets, stubbornly holding onto our own point of view.
Forgive us for giving fear the microphone.
Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection,
which spark and feed so much of our fear, to re-center us in love.
With hope we pray, amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us.  Even when we lose
our way, God does not lose us.
Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us.  We are known,
forgiven, and loved. Thanks be to God!
Amen.

Please be seated

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, whether it’s through angels or music, friendships or sermons, study or
nature— when you speak, we long to hear it. In a world as chaotic and broken as ours,
we could use your words of hope and healing. With gratitude we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 2: 1-5 Worship Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Creation Will Be at Peace” Anna Laura Page

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 1: 1-17
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in a God who knows our fears. We believe in a God who says, “Be not afraid.”
We believe in a God who kicks off her shoes and wades into the muck of our lives with us.
We believe in a God who stitches herself to our heels, and invites us to dance.
We believe in a God who hemmed stars into the night sky so that we can find our way
home, and who sends us friends with open doors, so we can find our way to love. We
believe in a God who finds us in our fear and does not leave us alone. Thanks be to God
for a love like that. Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Through the Ages”    See Insert

MINUTE FOR MISSION
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.

PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only

OFFERTORY “Now Tell Us, Gentle Mary” Cesar Franck

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
From one generation to the next, Oh God, you have been faithful to your people.  Receive
the gifts of our money, our time and our talents that they may be used to prepare the way
of the Lord.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” #434

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
“Let the Peace of Christ Rule in Your Heart"

*POSTLUDE “Immanuel” Stuart Townend

* * * * * * * * * * *
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.
MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Howard Whitehouse

School is back in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is as great as ever. Food
received by People to People goes straight onto the shelves rather than their storeroom
as previously might have happened. Here at NHPC we had strong results from our
summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable items are
welcome. Shop the sales! Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex

during church.



Children's Story Time/Sunday School meets during the Sermon time in the Colonial room. Please feel free to
join us!

Our Bible study meets today after worship. All are welcome!

Every Saturday from 10:00 AM until 11:00 AM our church is holding prayer meetings. We are open to all
who want to learn how to pray and bring our concerns to God.

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All are welcome.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano
are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are
not visible.
https://www.youtube.com/@nhpchurch

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:


