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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 18, 2022 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 
TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                         “Arioso”                                     J.S. Bach   
GREETING Lay Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT                              “Praise the Lord!”                          South African  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) (Luke 1) Lay Leader 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel! You have set your people free! 
You have raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the House of your 
servant, David. 
In your tender mercies O God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us. 
It shines on those who live in darkness and the shadow of death. 
You are our God, guide us into the way of peace.  

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
O gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you, wisdom to 
perceive you, and patience to wait for you. Grant us, O God, a mind to 
meditate on you; eyes to behold you; ears to listen to your word; a 
heart to love you, and a life to proclaim you; in the power of the Spirit 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN           “When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land”           #334 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
The call of Christ is a call to freedom. We are free to enter God’s presence, 
confidently and boldly, confessing our sins, because of the work of Jesus.  

 

 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 

God, who forgives sinners like us; we confess we have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
And, we’ve failed to pray for our enemies. But you are quick to 
forgive! In forgiving us, you empower your people with wisdom and 
joy. We are dependent on your grace for all things, including your 
mercy. With joy, we say, “Thank you!” Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)  (Psalm 119) 
 Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord,  
 your salvation according to your promise. 
 We shall walk at liberty, for we have sought your precepts. 
 We are forgiven through Christ, who died and rose again. Amen. 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE           “Gloria Patri”                #577               

                         Please be seated following the Sung Response 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                             Lay Leader 
Holy Spirit, thank you for your ministry. Renew our minds, unite our 
hearts, and guide us into all the truth for your name’s sake. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING      Galatians 5:1, 6, 13-15 (pg. 1015)       Lay Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM                           “Here I Am, Lord”                           Daniel Schutte 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH     
 

SECOND READING          John 8:31-38 (pgs. 931-932)          
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                        “Free to Serve”                          Rev. Peter Johnson      



 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Apostles’ Creed                                            
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                                   “Be Thou My Vision”                                 #339        
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Mark Zacheis 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
We cannot out-give God because all we have is a gift of God. Therefore, 
give from your heart, knowing God loves the cheerful giver. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                      “Abide With Me”                      arr. Paul Johnston 
 

PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)  

Generous God, thank you for your generous people. Take our gifts, 
multiply them, and use them for the work you’ve assigned us. In Jesus’ 
name, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN               “God of Grace and God of Glory”             #420  
 

*BENEDICTION 
 



 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                “Amen”                   Vicki Courtney 
 

*POSTLUDE          “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”        Charles Gounod 
 

   
                                                       * * * * * * * * * * * * 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look 
forward to seeing you again. 

MAILING LIST  

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your 
name, address, e-mail and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or  
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.  
 

We welcome and thank the Rev. Peter Johnson for leading us in worship today. 

Rev. Dr. Peter T. Johnson is married to Joanne. Between them they have two sons, one 
daughter, four grandsons, and one granddaughter. They live in Westtown, NY. Joanne 
is a retired Minisink Valley, Orange County, NY, teacher. Peter is an honorably-
retired PCUSA pastor (2018). He served Denton Presbyterian Church, New Hampton, 
NY, (’03-’18); Noroton Presbyterian Church, Darien, CT, (’96-’03); and Talmadge 
Hill Community Church, New Canaan, CT, (’86-’95). Before that, Peter tried a few 
other vocations including New Jersey Corrections Officer, Mountain View 
Correctional Facility, Annandale, NJ, and Head Start Center Coordinator, Ipswich, 
Mass. These days along with doing pulpit supply, he is on the Hudson River 
Presbytery Committee on Representation and the Pastoral Care Board of the Garnet 
Health Medical Center. Peter loves all kinds of music especially the Blues, Classic 
Rock, and Roots music.  

Lay Leader: Pauline Mattis 



School is back in session, yet the demand at the food pantries is 
as great as ever.  Food received by People to People goes straight 
onto the shelves rather than their storeroom as previously might 
have happened. Here at NHPC we had strong results from our 

summer food drive and we wish it to continue. Any non-perishable items are 
welcome.  Shop the sales!  Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the Narthex 
during church. 

Children's Story Time/Sunday School has started up again as of Sunday, 
Sept 11th in the Colonial room. Please feel free to join us! 

Our Bible study will be starting up again today after worship. All are 
welcome! 

  

Every Saturday from 10:00 AM until 11:00 AM our church is holding 
prayer meetings. We are open to all who want to learn how to pray and 
bring our concerns to God. 

 

Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights at 8 pm.  All are welcome.  

 

Our next opportunity for a Fellowship trip together will be on Wednesday, 
October 5th, when we take a trip to the lovely Stonecrop Gardens in Cold 
Spring, NY, just southeast of Fahnestock State Park in Westchester. This 
garden is a favorite of Lori and Howard and enjoyed by Nancy Jacobs. 

Hopefully, you have seen the pictures of the garden on the board in the Colonial Room 
over the past few weeks. The Gardens has a picnic area, so we will bring and share 
lunch items.  

The entrance fee is $10 for adults and $5 for those over 65.  

We will meet at NHPC at 10 AM on October 5th. There will be carpooling, so a signup 
sheet is available in the Colonial Room. Please sign up, so we know to expect you and 
can alert you to any change in plans. 

 

 



 

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just 
search for “New Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the 
church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on 
the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not visible.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 

scan the QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


