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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
April 3, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE A medley of hymns
GREETING Lay Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Give Peace” Jacques Berthier
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader

May we find courage here—
courage to follow our call, courage to live out our faith.
May we find hope here—
hope for a better world, hope that refuses to let us go.
May we find truth here—
truth that lives in sacred community, truth that lives in ancient stories.
May we find all that we seek.
And in our seeking, may we know God. Amen.

*OPENING PRAYER
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness and water the desert.
Help us to recognize your hand working miracles beyond our imagining.
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, so that our lives may proclaim
the extravagance of your love for all, and its presence in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” #457

*CALL TO CONFESSION
There are very few things as powerful as a group of people that admits they are not perfect, and asks for grace
as they grow. Imagine what our world might be like if every institution had such a weekly rhythm?
Friends, we can light the way. Let us be brave in our truth-telling and honest in our confession. For we will
always be met by grace. Let us pray. . .

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Jesus of Nazareth, we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a place of comfort
rather than proudly declaring: yes we are Christian, yes we believe, yes this faith has changed me. We
are so afraid of offending others or embarrassing ourselves that we have established rules: no faith at the
dinner table, no faith in politics, no faith with strangers. Forgive us for whispering when we could be
singing. Forgive us for staying quiet when we could be part of rewriting the narrative. We want to be
brave. We want to pour out perfume over your feet. These things we pray, amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Family of faith, hear this good news:
Even in our silence,
God loves us.
Even in our fear or shame,
God chooses us.
Even when we sin,
God wraps us in grace.
You are free—to be bold, to be brazen, to be exactly who God called you to be.
Thanks be to God, amen.

Please be seated



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God, sometimes my waking is a prayer.
Sometimes the song I have stuck in my head, rumbling around on repeat, is a prayer.
Sometimes the way I talk to the children and the way I hug the dog is a prayer.
Sometimes the way I take my phone out to get a picture of the sunset or of the people I love—that is a
prayer.
Other times, prayer is moments like this—
heads bowed, eyes closed, hearts quiet for just a moment.
And in all of it, I trust you to hear me. Help me to hear you in return.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 43: 16-21 (pgs. 623-624) Worship Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Give to Us Your Peace” Jacques Berthier
Sue Rentz: soprano and NHPC Choir

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING John 12:1-8 (pg. 936)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) p. 15

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This?” #85

MINUTE FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Laura Metallo-Bidon

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.

OFFERTORY “Arioso” J. S. Bach
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Anoint these gifts, Generous God, that they may fulfill their purpose. Through the pouring out of our
financial resources, unique passions and skills, and faithful companionship with our community, may we
impart hope, render joy, and participate in your kingdom. Amen.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God who knows us, we are amazed by you.



Your love never runs out, your hope never runs dry, your joy never gives up.
We wish that we could be more like you in that way.
In a world that loves scarcity, your abundance is shocking.
In a world that knows fear, your joy is compelling.
In a world that knows anxiety, your peace is captivating.
We long for these things. So today we ask you—be with us on the hamster wheel.
Be with us when compassion fatigue rears her head.
Be with us when stress makes it hard to breathe.
Be with us when self-doubt pushes in close.
Be with us when exhaustion becomes constant or when loneliness becomes our
primary language.
Be with us, and show us the way to the life you long for us.
Show us a life of expansive faith. Show us a life of overflowing joy.
Show us a life of absorbing beauty. Show us a life of engrossing purpose.
Show us a life that is as honest, and rich, and meaningful as the one Jesus led.
And until that expansive and holy day, we will continue to gather at this Table.
Until that day we will continue to look for you in our midst.
So pour out a double portion of yourself onto this bread and cup so that we might
catch a glimpse of your goodness. God, we are amazed by you.
Your love never runs out, so bring that never-ending love here.
Here as we lift our concerns to you….
Together we pray:
Our Father. . .

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God, how lavishly you pour out the costly gift of your grace upon us.
Fill our homes and our lives with the fragrance of your love, so that we may show your glory and serve
your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

*CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” # 510

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Vicki Tucker Courtney

*POSTLUDE “Andantino” J.S. Bach

* * * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Sylvia P. Esser



Donations to the food pantry is something that this church has been doing for many
years. Unfortunately the need has gone up as more and more people seek their services. The
Mission Committee encourages you to think of the food pantry each time you do your food

shopping, and to pick up something for them. Pick something that’s on sale – canned soup, canned
vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, boxed mac and cheese, boxed cereal, pasta sauce in a jar, boxed pasta – all
are good ideas. Your gifts are greatly appreciated.

The choir rehearsals are Thursday night at 8 pm.

NHPC will again be participating in the Great American Cleanup! On Saturday April 9 (April 23 rain date),
from 9am until noon, we will be picking up trash along the roadways in the areas near the church. To
register for the event go to https://keeprocklandbeautiful.org/cleanup-registration/ and select "join a
community cleanup". Scroll down the list to find the New Hempstead Community Cleanup to sign up.

Palm Sunday Luncheon – April 10, 2022 12 noon Murchison Hall

Hallelujah! This year, we will be enjoying a Palm Sunday Luncheon together once
again. As in the past, it will be in Murchison Hall, after the Sunday morning church
service. In keeping with both our HOPE and our health-conservative tendencies, we will
be making a few changes, in order to stay healthy.

Please bring COVERED dishes: that is, casserole dishes with covers. Have food in them. The eaters will
be served by a team of servers. The drinks will be served by a server.
It seems like it has been SOOO long since we have eaten a meal with each other. Let’s enjoy each other’s
company again!
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Colonial Room.  All are welcome!
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:


