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SERVICE OF THE RESURRECTION
EASTER

April 17, 2022
*Congregation, please stand when able.
Bold type indicates congregational response
TIME FOR PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 10:55-11:00 AM

PRELUDE
Brass fanfare: “Thine is the Glory” G. F. Handel

Jane Craig Sebok and Barbara Zacheis
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “The Lord Is Risen” G. F. Handel

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
This day is not like any other day.
Today we slow down.
Today we take it all in.
Today we rest in good news.
This day is not like any other day.
Today we are singing.
Today we are full to the brim.
Today joy cannot be contained.
This day is not like any other day.
Today the stone was rolled away.
Today the women saw the empty grave.
Today we know—death does not win.
This day is not like any other day.
Alleluia! Amen.

*OPENING PRAYER

*OPENING HYMN “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #123

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Family of faith,
it is our tradition to have a prayer of confession each week—not to harp on ourselves
or to drum up guilt, but because we believe God is not done with us yet.
So please join me in the prayer of confession, because God is always listening and
God’s grace is always full to the brim.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
God of new life, we are a mixed bag.
We want to be full to the brim with hope and joy, but often we overflow with comparison and doubt.
We want to embody the resurrection, but often we’d rather stay the same than to begin again. We want
to have the courage to be like the women on that Easter morning— to run and speak truth, but often we
are weary of courage and uncertain of our own voices. Forgive us for all the ways we remain unchanged.
Break into our hearts. Overflow here. With hope we pray, amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Family of faith, if there is life after death, then you can be certain—
there is life after mess. There is life after mistakes. There is life after doubt.
There is new life freely given, and that life is for you.
You are forgiven, loved, and claimed. May we live full to the brim in response.
Thanks be to God, and let it be so. Alleluia! Amen.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God, we so often long for more. We want more than the hamster wheel life of to-do lists and
errands, meal prep and alarm clocks. We want more than comparison and competition. We want more
than certainty that drowns out curiosity. We want more than fear that leads to violence. We want a life
that is teeming with alleluias. We want a life overcrowded with hope. We want a life congested with good
news. We want a life jam-packed with forgiveness. We want a life bursting with laughter. We want a life
so full that the stone just has to be rolled away. So today we pray— break the dam. Dust the cobwebs
from our ears. Clear space in our minds to hear you clearly. Speak to us as only you can. It’s what we
long for. We long for you. Gratefully we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 65: 17-25 (pgs. 644-645) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Jesus Is Risen from the Dead” Lloyd Larson
NHPC Choir

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 24: 1-12 (pgs. 919-920)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON An Expansive Life Dr. Knight-Whitehouse
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)

We believe in a God who can astound us— a God who created the mountains of Colorado, the stars on a
summer night, and the green of Ireland.
We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us— an example of love for those on the fringes, healing for
the sick, and welcome for the lonely.
We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends, wounded, mocked, and killed by the state. And in a
garden, three days later, we believe that life began again—
the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting. Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit has been
inviting us into an expansive life— a life not measured by wealth or accolades, but a life full to the brim
with joy, overflowing with laughter, saturated in hope, and decorated with good news.
Death has lost its sting. We believe, and are set free. Thanks be to God, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “The Day of Resurrection!” #118

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
With compassion for our needs, the Risen One stands beside us, calling our names.
Let us, with that same mercy, bring forth tithes and offerings to relieve the suffering of this world and to
proclaim far and wide the good news of resurrection life.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “The Day of Resurrection” Henry Smart

Barbara Zacheis: horn
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(using “sins” and “those who sin against us”)

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Scripture tells us that on that Easter morning, the women went to the tomb and
found it empty. They returned to the disciples and told them what they had heard
and seen, but Peter was the only disciple to believe them. The text says, “Peter got
up and ran to the tomb.” I love this detail.
I can picture it; can’t you? Peter running to that garden. Peter praying, with every
step, let it be true, let it be true. Peter out of breath, desperately hoping he’ll see
Jesus again around every corner. Friends, sometimes that’s how I come to this Table—praying with every step,
running to get here, desperate to feel something holy, praying I’ll see Jesus around every corner. Other times,
my spirit is still and I find myself slowly and calmly returning to this Table. No matter how you feel today—
whether you’re running to get here, whether you are desperate and hungry for a spiritual experience, or whether
you are unsure and moving slowly—know that there is room for you here.
This Table is an expansive Table. There is food for everyone. There is a seat for
everyone. There is love for everyone. There is no scarcity here, because this is God’s
Table, so all are welcome. It’s good enough news you might even want to run.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
God of the garden,
God of new life,
God of the here and now,
where do we begin?
Our hearts are full to the brim with gratitude, hope, fear, doubt, dreams, and belief.
As a result, our prayers can often feel chaotic at best, bouncing around to each
name and need that comes to mind.
Settle us. Excavate us. Summon out what we shall be.
Lift our prayers from the rubble of our distracted minds and hold us close.
God, there are some things we would like to let go of, things we’d like to bury,
things that we do not want to bring with us into this new day. In particular, we’d like to let go of our stress and
fatigue. We’d like to let go of our own self-criticism and low self-esteem. We’d like to let go of the fear to put
ourselves out there, and the worry that we
might not have enough or be enough. These things are always easier said than done, God, which is why we need
you. At the same time, there are things we’d like to hold close—things that draw us closer to that expansive life you
dream for us, things we are running toward. In particular, we want to move closer to balance and to meaningful
friendships,
to health of mind, body, and spirit, to justice that sets our hearts on fire, and to your Word—lived out in our daily
lives. Help us. Guide the way. Meet us in the garden. Roll back the stones that stop us. Give us the energy to run
toward you. Gather us up into your expansive love. Until the promised day when swords are beaten into
plowshares, and the prayers of the people are only prayers of joy, we ask that you pour out your Spirit on this bread
and cup so that we might catch a glimpse of you here at this Table. Gather us up into your expansive love. Until
that promised day, we will continue to pray Our Father. . .

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus, for gladness in this bread and cup,
for love that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of friends, for the
splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you have made our own. Give us the gifts of this
holy communion – oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve you
every day, and risen life that never ends. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*CLOSING HYMN “The Strife is O'er #119

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Alleluia” Georg Philipp Teleman
*POSTLUDE “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Lowell Mason



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew.

Lay Leader: Teresa Lucas

If you ordered flowering plants for Easter, you may pick them up at the conclusion this service. Look for
your name taped to the pot.

After worship today we will have our annual Egg Hunt for the children.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:

All of us at New Hempstead Church wish you a joyous and blessed Easter.



Are Given
In Loving Memory of

My husband Sharif Amat & godparents Sam & Altje Ramos by Sumitati Amat

Walter J. Hemsley by Lona Asher

Aristide H. Esser by Sylvia L. Esser

Ralph & Lorraine Fink by Pam Fink

John & Kay Metallo; George & Madeleine Bidon by Laura Metallo-Bidon

Robin Lucas, Mom & Dad Rebecca & Timothy Magany, Mom & Dad-in-laws

Betty and Adlai Lucas by Syenni Lucas

Our loved Ones by Teresa Lucas

Barbara Goins & Lois Mauriello by Sandra Miller

Basil & Nora Emerson by Lochie Musso

Jean & Victor Dick by Sue Rentz

Mr. & Mrs. James G. Craig, Bland Craig, Carl Sebok by Jane Sebok

Kerrie Davilar by Sherryl Spence

George P. Mc Ilroy by Mary Ann Witte

To The Glory of The Risen Lord by
Nora Asamoah
Jocelyne Daniel
Pam Fink
Karen Martin
Sylvia Miller
The Witte Family
Mark and Barbara Zacheis


