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*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “I Need Thee Every Hour/ Abide With Me” arr. Cindy Berry
GREETING Worship Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader
Jesus went to the mountaintop to pray.
Jesus went into the city to heal.
Jesus walked to Samaria to extend love.
Jesus went to the water’s edge to teach.
Jesus went to places of peace and connection, but Jesus also went to the wilderness.
There is nowhere we can go that God does not walk with us.
We are in God’s house.
Let us worship Holy God.

*OPENING PRAYER

*OPENING HYMN “Forty Days and Forty Nights” #77
Forty days and forty nights You were fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights Tempted, and yet undefiled.

Then if Satan on us press, Flesh or spirit to assail,
Victor in the wilderness, Grant we may not faint nor fail!

Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, Ever constant by Your side,
That with You we may appear At the eternal Eastertide.

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Friends, we worship a God who doesn’t keep score and doesn’t hold grudges. We
worship a God who invites us into a richer faith, a deeper love, a more compassionate
existence with a million chances to try again. So let us speak truth into our lives,
asking for God’s help where we need it. Let us pray the prayer of confession together.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Holy God, when we think that expansive life is about power—
Teach us a new way.
Gracious Creator, when we think that expansive life is about material wealth—
Teach us a new way.
Gracious Author, when we think that expansive life is about control—
Teach us a new way. Teach us to live as you live.  Teach us to love as you love. Forgive us when we don’t.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Siblings in Christ, no matter how many times we mess up, no matter how far we wander, no matter how lost
we feel, God’s grace is full to the brim. It overflows in desert places. It finds us where we are and it covers
us in mercy. Hear and believe this good news— God’s love is overflowing. We are drenched in mercy.
Thanks be to God, amen.

Please be seated



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Worship Leader
God of the wilderness places in our lives, it can be hard to hear you in the desert.
It can be hard to hear you in the city, in the midst of our calendar reminders,
rush-hour traffic, and notification alerts.
It can be hard to hear you, so we ask: make everything quiet. Pause the chaos.
Still the rushing. Ease our racing thoughts. Give us ears to hear your Word for us today which promises
that even in the desert you are full to the brim.
We are listening. We ache for your good news. Gratefully we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 Worship Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Footprints in the Snow” Claude Debussy

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 4: 1-13
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Even in the Desert Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son),
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread” #505
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart;
Savior, abide with us, and spread Your table in our heart.
There sup with us, in love divine, Thy body and Thy blood,
That living bread, that heavenly wine be our immortal food.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.

OFFERTORY “Reflection” Kerry Beaumont
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.

*DOXOLOGY #592



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God who knows us, we are amazed by you. Your love never runs out, your hope never runs dry, your joy never
gives up. We wish that we could be more like you in that way.
In a world that loves scarcity, your abundance is shocking. In a world that knows fear, your joy is compelling.
In a world that knows anxiety, your peace is captivating.
We long for these things. So today we ask you—be with us on the hamster wheel.
Be with us when compassion fatigue rears her head.
Be with us when stress makes it hard to breathe.
Be with us when self-doubt pushes in close.
Be with us when exhaustion becomes constant or when loneliness becomes our
primary language. Be with us, and show us the way to the life you long for us.
Show us a life of expansive faith. Show us a life of overflowing joy.
Show us a life of absorbing beauty. Show us a life of engrossing purpose.
Show us a life that is as honest, and rich, and meaningful as the one Jesus led.
And until that expansive and holy day, we will continue to gather at this Table.
Until that day we will continue to look for you in our midst.
So pour out a double portion of yourself onto this bread and cup so that we might
catch a glimpse of your goodness. God, we are amazed by you.
Your love never runs out, so bring that never-ending love here.
Together we pray:
Our Father. . .

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*CLOSING HYMN “Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining” #425
Lord of light, Your name outshining all the stars and suns of space,
use our talents in Your kingdom as the servants of Your grace.
Use us to fulfill Your purpose in the gift of Christ Your Son.
Abba, as in highest heaven, so on earth Your will be done.

By the prayers of faithful watchers, never silent day or night,
by the cross of Jesus, bringing peace to all, and healing light,
by the love that passes knowledge, making all Your children one,
Abba, as in highest heaven, so on earth Your will be done.

*CHARGE

*BLESSING

*POSTLUDE “Nordic Song” Robert Schumann



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Donations to the food pantry is something that this church has been doing for many
years. Unfortunately the need has gone up as more and more people seek their services. The
need for food is year-round yet during the time after Christmas we tend to forget this. The

Mission Committee encourages you to think of the food pantry each time you do your food shopping, and to
pick up something for them. Pick something that’s on sale – canned soup, canned vegetables, peanut butter,
jelly, boxed mac and cheese, boxed cereal, pasta sauce in a jar, boxed pasta – all are good ideas. Your gifts
are greatly appreciated.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:


