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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 27, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Choral Prelude” J.C. Bach
GREETING Lay Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT “Give Peace” Jacques Berthier

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
God’s reach is endless.
God’s mercy is unstoppable.
God’s grace is lavish.
God’s love is constant.
God’s wisdom is vast.
God’s hope is stubborn.
God’s presence is here—
with us, among us, moving through us.
Breathe easy. Breathe deeply.
We are in God’s house. Let us worship the One who welcomes us home.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of the lost, the least, and all who long for home,
when we wander from your ways and waste the gifts you have given us,
welcome us back, we pray, so that we may celebrate and rejoice
in your presence forever; through Jesus Christ your beloved Son.

*OPENING HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” #80

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
If you ask any parent with a teenager what it’s like to wait up for their child to meet curfew,
they will tell you—they’re standing at the door. The porch light is on. No one can sleep until
that child is home safe.
Friends, I think God is like that for us. The porch light is on. The door is unlocked. We might
be late for curfew, but God is just so glad we’re home.
So let us pray the prayer of confession together, trusting that no matter what we do or what we
leave undone, the porch light is always on. Let us pray. . .

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Lay Leader
The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name.
It sounds like ours.
And we know his story. It sounds like ours.
For who among us hasn’t burned a bridge?
Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one another?
Who among us has not ached for home?
The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name.
Forgive us God. We want to come home.



*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
Family of faith, the word ‘prodigal’ can be defined as wasteful or imprudent, hence the name,
“Prodigal Son.” However, ‘prodigal’ can also be described as extravagant and excessive.
Friends, we worship a prodigal God—a God who is extravagant in mercy and excessive in
grace. For no matter how many times we run, no matter how far we go or how lost we get,
God is standing at the end of the driveway waiting for us. The doors are open. The feast is for
you. This grace is extravagant.
Thanks be to God, amen.

Please be seated

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of open doors, we often long to come home to you, to love, and to ourselves, but we
aren’t always sure how to get there.
We know that we need you, but the road back to you is heavy with distractions. So if we
can dare to be so forward, we pray—
reach into the cacophony of our hearts and minds and make yourself known. Quiet
everything but your Word for us today.
Leave us awestruck. Drown out the distractions.
Come as thunder or come as a still, small voice; we don't care which, we just pray that
you will come. Turn on the light.
Speak through these words. Find the parts of us that are lost.
With hope we pray, amen.

FIRST READING Psalm 32 (pgs. 480-481) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Just As I Am, Lord” Don Besig
NHPC Choir

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 15: 1-3; 11b-32 (pg.908-909)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Prodigal Grace Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe in a God who waits in the driveway for us. We believe in a God who leaves
the porch light on and throws a feast when we are found. We believe in a God who
doesn’t stop looking for us when we get lost. We believe in a God of prodigal grace—
excessive, extravagant, over-the-top grace. In response to this grace, we hold tighter to
each other. We remember that humans are not meant to go through life alone; so we look
for ways to welcome each other in, to live like we are family, and to lead with grace—
excessive, extravagant, over-the-top grace. We believe that this is our call. Let it be so.
Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Amazing Grace” #280

MINUTE FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Mark Zacheis
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.

OFFERTORY “Be Still, My Soul” Jean Sibelius
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.

*DOXOLOGY #592
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #422

*CHARGE

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Vicki Tucker Courtney

*POSTLUDE

* * * * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Syenni Lucas

The choir rehearsals are Thursday night at 8 pm.

NHPC will again be participating in the Great American Cleanup! On Saturday April 9 (April 23 rain
date), from 9am until noon, we will be picking up trash along the roadways in the areas near the church. To
register for the event go to https://keeprocklandbeautiful.org/cleanup-registration/ and select "join a
community cleanup". Scroll down the list to find the New Hempstead Community Cleanup to sign up.



Palm Sunday Luncheon – April 10, 2022 12 noon Murchison Hall

Hallelujah! This year, we will be enjoying a Palm Sunday Luncheon together once again.
As in the past, it will be in Murchison Hall, after the Sunday morning church service. In
keeping with both our HOPE and our health-conservative tendencies, we will be making
a few changes, in order to stay healthy.

Please bring COVERED dishes: that is, casserole dishes with covers. Have food in them. The eaters will be
served by a team of servers. The drinks will be served by a server.
It seems like it has been SOOO long since we have eaten a meal with each other. Let’s enjoy each other’s
company again!
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Colonial Room.  All  are welcome!

The Martin Luther King Jr. Center is in need of tutors to work with students in their after school
program. Located at 110 Bethune Blvd in Spring Valley, the program is there to help children in assistance
in reading and math, and help with their homework. The children, up to grade 6 also benefit from the
structure and care of the program, which runs Mondays through Fridays from 3:15pm to 6:00pm. Tutor
applicants are screened and fingerprinted. The staff is vaccinated and masks are worn. This is a good
opportunity for retired teachers and others to make an investment in the children of our community and to
make a difference in their lives. If interested please contact Nancy Jacobs for more information about how
to begin.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:


