
NEW HEMPSTEAD
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse Lois Anderson
Pastor Music Director



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 20, 2022

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Early Mist” Lee Evans
GREETING Lay Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Come, all who are thirsty.
Come, all who are seeking.
Come, all who are waiting.
Come, all who labor.
Come, all who need rest.
Come, all who dream dreams.
Come—whether you’re young or old,
confident or curious,
lonely or hopeful.
This is God’s house. All are welcome here. Let us worship holy God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy Friend, lover of us all, assist us to worship you with unfeigned sincerity. Thrust
aside anything counterfeit in us, and overcome any fears that may inhibit us. Help us to
trust your hospitality and to worship you as children who are warmly loved and
treasured. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

*OPENING HYMN “Lord, Who throughout These 40 Days” #81

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
There is something so healing, so life-giving, about telling our stories.
In the prayer of confession, that is what we get to do. The mask comes off. Any pretense of
perfection is removed. We let the pressure to perform slip away and we sit here, face to face
with God, sharing honestly who we long to be. Friends, there is healing here. There is life to
be gained here. So join me in this moment of honesty. Join me in the prayer of confession.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Lay Leader
Holy God,
we treat our self-worth like something that can be bought at a store;
but you know this even better than we do.
Instead of trusting that we are made good,
instead of trusting that we are loved exactly as we are,
we stockpile our value in earthly things—
in trophies and awards, in likes and follows, in wealth and power.
Forgive us for creating our own measuring stick.
Heal our open wounds and tell our hearts that we won’t be forgotten if we slow down.
We won’t be forgotten if we rest. Gratefully we pray, amen.



*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
Friends, take a deep breath. Release the tension in your jaw.
There is good news here. For even when we stumble, even when we take the easy way out,
even when we forget our own self-worth,
even when we lose our way—we belong to God.
Say it with me—
We are loved. We are claimed. We are under God’s wing. We are worthy of grace.  We
belong to God. Amen.

Please be seated

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
God of fig trees and foxes, of today and tomorrow, we would like to ask that you scoop us
up. Pick us up like a great gust of wind. Startle us awake like a first love. Light a fire in
us like tomorrow depends on today. Do all of this to get our attention and then turn us
toward you.
We are a scattered people, God. The world is moving faster than we can keep up.  So we
pray—scoop us up.  Catch our eye. Open our ears.
Capture our attention. We are here. We long to be close to you. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55: 1-9 (pg. 635) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us/ He Leadeth Me” William Bradbury

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Luke 13: 6-9 (pg. 906)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON You are Worthy Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)
We believe that the God of the cosmos is at work here.
We believe that God is fertilizing the soil.
We believe that God is planting roots.
We believe that God is growing fruit that is yet to be tasted.
But until that promised day when the fig tree stands tall and swords are beaten into
plowshares, we believe:
when our work does not bear fruit, God still loves us.
When our soil grows dry and cracked, God still longs for us.
When all seems hopeless here on earth, God holds hope for us.
The God of the cosmos is at work here. We believe.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.



*HYMN “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” #403

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements.

OFFERTORY “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” Franklin Ritter
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only.

*DOXOLOGY #592
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Fill My Cup” #350

*CHARGE

*BLESSING

*POSTLUDE “O Lord How Manifold Are Thy Works” Joseph Barnby

* * * * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you
again.

MAILING LIST
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.

Lay Leader: Karen Martin

The choir will return to Thursday night rehearsals beginning this week, March 24 at 8
pm.

Palm Sunday Luncheon – April 10, 2022 12 noon Murchison Hall

Hallelujah! This year, we will be enjoying a Palm Sunday Luncheon
together once again. As in the past, it will be in Murchison Hall, after the
Sunday morning church service. In keeping with both our HOPE and our

health-conservative tendencies, we will be making a few changes, in order to stay healthy.
Please bring COVERED dishes: that is, casserole dishes with covers. Have food in them.

The eaters will be served by a team of servers. The drinks will be served by a server.
It seems like it has been SOOO long since we have eaten a meal with each other. Let’s enjoy
each other’s company again!
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Colonial Room.  All  are welcome!



The Martin Luther King Jr. Center is in need of tutors to work with students in their after school
program. Located at 110 Bethune Blvd in Spring Valley, the program is there to help children in assistance
in reading and math, and help with their homework. The children, up to grade 6 also benefit from the
structure and care of the program, which runs Mondays through Fridays from 3:15pm to 6:00pm. Tutor
applicants are screened and fingerprinted. The staff is vaccinated and masks are worn. This is a good
opportunity for retired teachers and others to make an investment in the children of our community and to
make a difference in their lives. If interested please contact Nancy Jacobs for more information about how
to begin.

NHPC will again be participating in the Great American Cleanup! On Saturday April 9 (April 23 rain date),
from 9am until noon, we will be picking up trash along the roadways in the areas near the church. To
register for the event go to https://keeprocklandbeautiful.org/cleanup-registration/ and select "join a
community cleanup". Scroll down the list to find the New Hempstead Community Cleanup to sign up.

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New
Hempstead Presbyterian Church” All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not
visible.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or
scan the QR code:


