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FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
January 2, 2022 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION                                                                  10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                
GREETING, WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  Worship Leader 
  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                                         Worship Leader 
We come to this place—each of us on our own path. 
 The path is winding, and the path is not always clear, and the path changes, but we are here. 
God is walking us home. What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
Let us worship Holy God.  

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)    
God of The Way, 
We all have roads we travel. 
We travel emotional roads—the narratives we tell ourselves, 
mental places we revisit again and again, 
the assumptions and the fears we know by heart. 
Then there are physical roads— the places in our lives that we walk every day, 
grocery stores and coffee stands, subways and carpool lines. 
And then there are roads of our society— 
the paths carved out that we are expected to follow, 
dress and etiquette, education and rules, 
so many things unspoken, but built in stone all the same. 
So today we remember the Magi— 
who traveled, who knows how long, down a dusty road to get to you. 
Holy God, we too want to be people that travel 
mental, physical, and cultural roads to get to you. 
We want to gather in your sanctuary. We want to remember you in our prayers. 
We want our hearts to know the way home, 
the way back to you, by perfect memory. 
Help us get to that place, for we long to be journeying toward you. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                         “As With Gladness Men of Old”                              #63 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold,  
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to Thee. 
 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
  I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem was not easy. 

I imagine that following a star for navigation was definitely not easy. 
However, I imagine that the hardest part might have been not knowing where the 
road would lead.  Friends, we are not always the best versions of ourselves when we are faced with uncertainty 
or changing plans. Facing the unknown pulls on every ounce of our anxiety and fear. It rings all our stress 
alarms and can erode our patience, our calm, 
our sense of perspective.  Fortunately for us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond imagination and meets 
us on every twist and turn of the road home. So let us pray together now, knowing that even in our worst 
moments, we are held by God.  

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
God of changed plans, 
The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—a different path, an untraveled 
road. And to our amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their bags and went home by another 
way. 
We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often than not, when whispers 
of change come, we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. 
Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy. 
Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. 
Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. 
Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, 
God walks with us. God never leaves our side. When the road changes and we find 
ourselves on a new path home, God is always there. 
So hear and believe this good news: 
No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, loved, and held by God. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 

                                                  Please be seated  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                                            Worship Leader 
 Holy God, You speak to us in Scripture and in prayers, in sunrises and sunsets, 

in friends and in strangers, in dreams and in songs. You are speaking all the time, 
and how often do we miss it? Still our minds so that we can listen with a depth 
that we have not heard before. Still our hearts so that we can receive with open arms what it is you are 
offering us today.  We know you are speaking, so we are listening. Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                   Isaiah 60:1-6                                  Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC          
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
  

SECOND READING                         Matthew 2: 1-12 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                                                            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

*HYMN                        “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”                       #67 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, Vainly with gifts would His favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
The Magi came bearing gifts, because that is what we do when we love someone. 
We prepare. We celebrate. We drop off casseroles and flowers. We bring gifts. It has 
always been that way. So today, we are invited to do the same for God. We are invited to bring our gifts as a 
sign of our love. And instead of gold, we’ll give our tithes and offerings. Instead of frankincense, we’ll give our 
talents and our energy. Instead of myrrh, we’ll give our time. We give because we love. It has always been that 
way. 
Let us give our tithes and our offerings now.   

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
 

OFFERTORY                
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT using first names only. 
        

*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
God of new beginnings, we offer these gifts to you today because we love you. 
The world will tell us to keep our money to ourselves, to hold it tight, to tuck it away, but just as the Magi 
made a different choice, we make a different choice. 
Instead, we give what we have, trusting that when we live like we belong to one another, we will see a 
better world. So take these gifts and use them for your good. 
With hope we pray, amen.  
 

 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

      It is right and our joy, to give you thanks and praise. 
  

Creator God, for in the beginning you created the heavens and the earth. Out of darkness and chaos, you brought 
light and order. You have given life to every living thing and made us in your image, male and female. Even when 
we turned away from you, loving darkness rather than light, you did not turn away from us. You sent prophets to 
show us the way. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your Son to be Immanuel, God with us. 
At his birth, the night sky lit up with heavenly host and a guiding star. 



Shepherds and magi found their way to you. Women and children, tax collectors and lepers 
continued to find their way to you. 
The darkness of Gethsemane, the cross, and the grave could not overcome you; 
for you are the light of the world, shining still. 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we 
bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
In this feast, make us one with you and with each other. Enflame us with your Spirit, that we may be united in 
ministry in every place. Send us, in your marvelous light, into the world, ready to serve others and work for peace. 
We pray in the triune name of God. Amen. Our Father… 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God we are walking. This life is a journey. 
Be in our steps, that we might be led to you. 
Be in our eyes, that we might see you. 
Be in our hearts, that we might be brave enough to go home by another way.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN                  “What Star is This, with Beams So Bright”                   #68 
What star is this with beams so bright, More lovely than the noonday light? 
’Tis sent to announce a newborn King, Glad tidings of our God to bring. 
 

To God the Father, God the Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
May every tongue and nation raise An endless song of thankful praise. 

*CHARGE 

*BLESSING 
 

*POSTLUDE                            
                                             
 
                                              ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to 
seeing you again. 
 

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail 
and/or phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or  
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.  
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are 
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not 
visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


