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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 5, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                              “Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song)”                         Amy Grant 
GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        

As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives,  
we gather together around the candle of peace.  
The home we long for is a home that knows peace—  
peace that rests between us and our grief,  
peace around our anxiety,  
peace between us and our self-criticism,  
peace amidst our relationships,  
peace at the core of our being,  
peace hovering through and in our world.  
The home we long for is a home that knows peace.  
So today we light the candle of peace—as a reminder and as a prayer.  
Let it be so. Amen.  

                                                                     
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 

If life was a home, then we would pray—may love be the foundation.  
May God be the cornerstone. 
May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. 
And may hope be the walls—holding us together.  
We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.  
Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. Let us worship Holy God.  
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
God of days gone by, and God of the here and now—we understand the story of Zechariah. We know 
what it’s like to be speechless.  
We know what it’s like to be awestruck.  
So today, God, we pause to give you thanks for the things that leave us speechless—  
for love at first sight, for the moments when the doctor says the scan is clear,  
for the family that runs to meet us at the airport and welcomes us home, 
for every small miracle and concentrated beauty in our life— we are awestruck.  
We are speechless. We are so deeply grateful. Move in us now as we give you worship and praise.  In the 
name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        #9                   
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind;  
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
In our scripture passage for today, Zechariah, a new father, speaks to his newborn son,  
John the Baptist, for the very first time. I want you to imagine yourself in his shoes . . .  
What would you say to a newborn sleeping in your arms? What would you want them  



to know on their very first day? What would feel important?  
I imagine that all of you would speak words of love.  
It’s impossible not to speak words of love when you’re holding a baby, and yet as we  
grow up, that skill tends to become harder for us to practice. So let us return to our  
foundation—to words of love, starting with love for ourselves. Let us pray the prayer of  
confession together.  

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
Holy God,  
When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into his  
ear. We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it.  
We forget that in the beginning we were made good.  
We doubt that we could possibly be enough.  
We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection.  
We deflect words of praise. We hide behind shiny first impressions.  
Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job.  
Open our ears as you open our hearts, so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid 
for us. Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)     
Family of faith, No matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: 
“You are loved; you are forgiven.” That is the foundation of our lives.  
That is the truth upon which we build our home. 
So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here.  
Join me in proclaiming this good news:  
We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 
Please be seated 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                                            Worship Leader 
God, who speaks a good news language— we admit, listening has never been our greatest gift. We are easily 
distracted, our minds run a million miles a minute.  
we doubt your faith in us, and take the easy way out when it comes to hope. 
So today we bow our heads and ask for help. Settle our hearts. Quiet our minds.  
Steady our breathing. Help us to rest in you. Help us to listen for your good news.  
Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

FIRST READING                    Malachi 3: 1-4 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                  “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”                arr. Sally DeFord 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*RITUAL OF THE ADVENT PRAYER CARDS 
Advent Prayer cards are distributed to everyone. 

After filling them out they are dedicated; then you are invited to come forward  
and place yours on the Christmas tree. 

 

SECOND READING                            Luke 1: 57-80 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                              “Sleepers, Wake!”  A Voice Astounds Us”                             #17    
 "Sleepers, wake!" A voice astounds us, the shout of rampart-guards surrounds us: 
 "Awake, Jerusalem, arise!" Midnight's peace their cry has broken, 
 their urgent summons clearly spoken: "The time has come, O maidens wise! 
      Rise up, and give us light; the Bridegroom is in sight.  Alleluia! 
 Your lamps prepare and hasten there, that you the wedding feast may share." 
  

 Lamb of God, the heavens adore You; let saints and angels sing before You, 
   as harps and cymbals swell the sound. Twelve great pearls, the city's portals: 
 through them we stream to join the immortals as we with joy Your throne surround. 
      No eye has known the sight, no ear heard such delight: Alleluia! 
 Therefore we sing to greet our King; for ever let our praises ring. 
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING                                                                             Patty Coar                  
MINUTE TO WARM UP THE WINTER:                                                           Patty Coar                  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Zechariah gave one of the greatest gifts he could give to his son. 
He gave him a foundation of love—words of purpose, pride, love, and belonging.  
So, in turn, remembering that joyful day, we try to make a similar impact by giving  
what we can. And we pray that the gifts we give now—our time, our money, our  
talents—will be infused by the Spirit to make a more purposeful world of love and  
belonging that we can be proud of.  
So let us give now. Let this be the foundation—the very start—of a better world.  

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                   “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”                 Carl Reinecke 
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Holy God, You are our home.  
You and your goodness are the place we return to, the place we long to lay our head. So today as we offer 
you these gifts, we pray that you would take this offering and turn it into ministry. Use these gifts to 
transform the world we live in to better reflect the home you have envisioned for us—a home of peace, a 
home built on the foundation of love. Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

 
 



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Creator God, when You laid the foundations of the world, all the heavenly beings sang together for joy.  In Your 
good time, You sent Jesus Christ to create a new household, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
By the power of Your Holy Spirit, we are part of that household, the Church. 
And so with the saints and angels who forever sing Your praise, we pray:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

With thanksgiving, we remember how, when the hour had come, Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples saying, “Take, eat.  This is my body broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood, poured out for you.”   
Every time you eat this bread, and drink this cup, you show forth the Lord’s death until he comes again. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon this Your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we 
bless and the cup we take may become for us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus that we may be one with Him 
and with one another. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
Our Father….. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                   “Psalm 24 (Lift Up the Gates Eternal)”                       #177 
                                                                 feel free to clap on the beat        
Refrain: 
Lift up the gates eternal; lift up your voices: The King of glory comes; the nation rejoices. 
 

See, all the earth is God's, its people and nations; 
God built it on the deeps and laid its foundations. 
 

Lift up the gates eternal; lift up your voices: The King of glory comes; the nation rejoices. 
 

Who is this King of glory of whom we're singing? 
Our God, the Lord of Hosts, the victory is bringing. 
 

Lift up the gates eternal; lift up your voices: The King of glory comes; the nation rejoices. 
 

*CHARGE 
*BLESSING 
POSTLUDE                                         “Emmanuel”                                          Bob McGee   



                                                              
                            Our Worship Theme this Advent is “Closer to Home”, by A sanctified Art. 
                              Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC  | sanctifiedart.org.                                                                     

                                                            ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again. 

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or 
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or  
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.  
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead 
Presbyterian Church  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code:  

 

 

 


