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The Incarnation of the Lord 
December 24, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

We regret that, due to the Covid pandemic, we are not able to sing together this Christmas Eve.  Please enjoy our 
trio as they sing the hymns. 
 

PRELUDE        “The First Noel”     Traditional     horn: Jane Craig Sebok, Barbara Zacheis 
              “O Come, All Ye Faithful”    arr. Brant Adams    horn: Barbara Zacheis 
 

GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        

In God’s house, there is hope— 
For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are. 
Light the candle of hope. 
In God’s house, there is peace— 
For all that separates us from God falls away. 
Light the candle of peace. 
In God’s house, there is joy— 
Because God created music, and coffee, and dance floors, and laughter that is contagious, and endless 
rounds of peek-a-boos with babies;  
and if those things have God’s fingerprints, then God’s house surely exudes joy. 
Light the candle of joy. 
In God’s house, there is love—Because God is love, from start to finish, and that love exists for us all. 
Light the candle of love. 
And in the center of our hope,  
In the center of our peace, 
In the center of our joy, 
In the center of our love, is God—who came to this earth to dwell among us. 
So tonight we light the Christ candle, for God’s love just could not stay away. 
Welcome home. Amen.  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 
An unmarried teenage girl was invited— to carry Christ into this world. 
An ordinary carpenter was invited— to be a father to a child unlike any other. 
The shepherds were invited— outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 
The Magi were invited— foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. And if she was invited, and he was 
invited, and they were invited— then we can trust that we too are invited.  This story is for us. This love is for us. 
Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. Amen. 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
God of shepherds and angels, God of starlight and seekers, 
God of mangers and unwed teenage mothers: 
It is almost Christmas. It’s almost here. We are close to home. 
It feels like we have been waiting so long for this night. 
Amidst the hustle and bustle of this busy season, we have been waiting for a quiet, a calm, a stillness. We 
have been waiting for good news that changes us and for the undeniable sense that you are near. So in 
this moment, surrounded by community, 
in the presence of candle light and hallelujahs, we bow our heads and give thanks: 
Thank you, God, for the places and people that feel like home. 
Thank you for the hope on the horizon which carries us through. 
Thank you for moments of worship that break open our hearts. 
Thank you for the joy of children on this night, which reminds us of love. 
And thank you for the stars in the sky which remind us of you. 
We have so much to be grateful for. 



 

*OPENING HYMN              “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”                #31 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail! The Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the of earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

  

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Every Sunday we pray a prayer of confession together. As a kid, I used to think that this was a time to air out all 
the things I did wrong—all the reasons I was a bad person. However, as I have grown, I have realized—that’s 
not what this is. Instead, this is a small moment for all of us to pause and recognize that we aren’t perfect, we 
are still works in progress, and we want God’s help to grow. How powerful is that? Where else in the world 
does a group of people gather every week and say out loud: “I’m sorry. I want to grow. Help me get there.” So 
tonight as we pray, remember how powerful this is. This is one small way we accept God’s invitation to deeper 
faith and life-changing love. Let us pray together now. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 

Holy God, 
You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out. However, instead of running 
toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this faith. We hold our breath. We play it safe. We struggle to 
believe that a love so unfettered, so unfiltered, could be for us. As a result, we often deny this worth for 
ourselves and others. Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the people you call us to be. Forgive us 
for the ways in which we hold back from deeper connection to you or withhold your radical love from 
others. Open our ears to not only hear your invitation, but to trust that this good news exists even for us. 
Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)  
Family of faith, 
Even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love others as we should, God still loves us. 
That door never closes. So hear and believe this good news: 
God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life. God forgives us when we lose our 
way and invites us deeper every step of the way.  We are loved, invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

                                                         Please be seated             
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                                            Worship Leader 
Holy God, we’ve heard this story a million times— Mary and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds. We’ve 
heard it a million times, but we want to hear it like it’s the first. So move among us. Circle back. Draw 
close. 
Crack open our hearts and fill them with your goodness. 
Help us to hear what it is you might be saying to us with curiosity, joy, and hope. 
This is an invitation. Come be here with us. Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

FIRST READING                                Psalm 96 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 



ANTHEM                                      “There Is No Rose”                                Benjamin Britten 
                                    vocals: Sue Rentz, Sue Nelson, Jane Craig Sebok 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                            Luke 10: 1-20 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                                              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                                            “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                        #41 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
O come and behold Him, born the King of Angels! O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him O come, 
let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

   
  O sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
  Glory to God, all Glory in the highest! O come, let us adore Him 
  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Jesus was not born in a real home. He was born into poverty. He was born into simplicity. He was born into a 
manger in Bethlehem. And despite the little he might have had, Jesus still spent the rest of his days on earth 
giving to others. Generosity is in the DNA of our faith. We give what we can, not because we should or because 
scripture says to. We give because we’re family. We give because we belong to one another. We give because 
all are invited into God's house. So let us give our tithes and our offerings now.  

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                                     “Still, Still, Still”                                          Traditional 
                                             horn: Jane Craig Sebok, Barbara Zacheis 
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Gracious God, Your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, 
to take up space, to go where we feel called, and to allow this community to feel like home. So use these 
gifts to keep building your home here. 
With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. Amen.  

 

 



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is good to give you thanks, O God, source of abundant life; through Jesus Christ your eternal Word who creates 
all things by the working of your Spirit. For he is the reflection of your glory, the very imprint of your being. In him 
you have become one with us that we might become one with you. And so we raise our voices with saints and 
angels and all creation in joyful praise to you singing, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of goodness and life, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy and wondrous God, long ago you spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways. 
And in these last days you have spoken to us in your Word made flesh, Jesus, who proclaimed your dream of 
peace. He gave himself for our weary world, accepting death so that we might live, and held our darkness deep 
within until through cross and grave and empty tomb he set us free for love. On the night before he died for us our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, Take, eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. After supper he took 
the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said, Drink this all of you. This is my blood 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
And so we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Recalling his death and resurrection, and longing for his coming in glory we offer you these gifts of bread and 
wine, and our lives in thanks and praise. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us the body and 
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Pour out your Spirit upon us that we might be a people of grace and truth, bearing 
good news of joy in every season. And bring us at the last with [Mary and Joseph, and] all your saints 
to that vision of eternal splendor for which you have created us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by him, with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, O God, 
in songs of everlasting praise. Amen. Our Father….. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of starlight and angel choruses, on this Christmas Eve, as you come dwell among us, we pray that 
you would bring us closer to home. Scoop us up. Draw us in. Build the world you have in mind for us. 
Hover here. Hear our prayers. Take this grief and pain off of our shoulders and hold our hands as we 
walk through the dark.  

 

Traditionally we have lit small candles during "Silent Night" but because of COVID-19 restrictions, we cannot have 
actual candle flames.  Instead you will each be given a small battery-operated candle as you enter the 
church.  When the hymn is played, please switch on your candle and feel free to hum (not sing) along with the 
music.  At the end of the hymn, please turn off the candle.  As you leave the church, please return the candle to 
the basket in the Narthex. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                                “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                #60 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; With the angels let us sing,  
Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

 



*CHARGE 
*BLESSING 
POSTLUDE                                  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                            Polish Carol   
                                                              
                            Our Worship Theme this Advent is “Closer to Home”, by A sanctified Art. 
                              Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC  | sanctifiedart.org. 
                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again. 

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or 
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or  
newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.  
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead 
Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream. 
To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not 
visible. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

   All of us at the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 
        Wish you a most joyous and blessed Christmas, 
               And a happy and healthy New Year! 
 

                              * * * * * * * * * 
484 New Hempstead Road, New City NY  10956 

Phone 845-354-2372   E-Mail: office@nhpchurch.org  
 
  
The Reverend Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse can be reached in the church office (845-354-2372) Mondays 
through Thursdays and by e-mail at loriwhitehouse3460@gmail.com.  In the event of a pastoral 
emergency please call 845-362-0729. 
 

 



  

 
 

The Poinsettia Plants this Christmas Are Given 
 

Lovingly in Memory/Honor of: 
 

My beloved husband and godparents                                           by Sumitati Amat 
 

John & Kay Metallo and George Madelein Bidon          by Laura Metallo- Bidon 
 

Dr. Aristide H. Esser                                                     by Sylvia L. Pridgen Esser 
 

Ralph and Lorraine Fink                                                                       by Pam Fink  
 

My parents and parents-in-law 
and beloved husband Robin T. Lucas           by Syenni Lucas 
 

         Our loved ones                                                        by Teresa Lucas & Sam Lucas                
          
        George P. Mc Ilroy                                      by Mary Ann Witte, Katherine & Karl                                     
         
        Red and Nora Emerson                                                                     by Lochie Musso  
   

          Gordon and Kathryn Rabeler                                                        by Kristen Rabeler 
 

        Lee & Patricia Knight and George & Margaret Whitehouse                                                
                                                         by Lori Knight Whitehouse & Howard Whitehouse            
               

        They Cared for All                                                                          by the Witte family 

 
 

To The Glory of God by: 
 

       Lona Asher, Jocelyne Daniel, the GA Group, Sylvia Miller, The Zacheis family 
 
 
Poinsettia plants that were ordered may be picked up after the conclusion of the Christmas Eve Worship 
Service. 
 
 
 
 


