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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 19, 2021 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                         “Christmas Sonatina”                        Carl Reinecke 
GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   
  God’s love is like an open door. 
  God’s love is the streetlight that guides us home.                                 

God’s love is a warm bed to fall into. 
God’s love is a table with room for you. 
God’s love is a crackling fireplace.                                                              
God’s love is the sun that streams through the windows. 
God’s love is the roof over our heads and the floor beneath our feet.         
God’s love is a home for you and me, for neighbors and strangers,  
for family and friends, for enemies and partners. 
God’s love is a home for all.                                                                       
Today we light the candle of love to remind us of this truth. 
May it burn brightly in this space and even brighter in our hearts. 
Amen.  

                                                                           
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader 

We are seeking— 
deeper faith, a place to belong, the feeling that God is here in this room. 
We are seeking— 
joy that overflows, the movement of the Spirit, a hand to hold, when alone in the dark. 
We are seeking— 
the freedom to be, the courage to love, 
the conviction to act in the face of injustice. 
We are seeking, but here in this space, We are found. 
Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary. 
God is here. We are found. Amen.       

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 

God, you are our shelter, our safety, our sanctuary.  We come into your presence today to 
give you thanks for all the ways you have protected us.  May we, like Elizabeth, offer 
shelter, safety and sanctuary to those who seek it.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 
*OPENING HYMN              “Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”               #5 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, Our full homage to demand. 
 



At his feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 

    

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Mary’s world turned upside down with the visit of an angel. 
This is a moment we can relate to, because over the course of the last year and a half, our world 
has seemed to turn upside down more than once. 
When those moments come, we hope to respond with grace; but more often than not, fear can 
get the best of us. So today we turn to God in prayer, asking for God’s guidance and grace in 
the places and moments we need it most. Let us pray together now.  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in the face of great change, 
went and sought help. She did not wait for help to find her; she walked to the shelter she 
needed. Too often we wait silently for the world to change around us instead of speaking 
up for the things we need. Forgive us for failing to care for ourselves the way you would 
care for us. Give us the courage to be more like Mary. 
God of safe places, we wish we were more like Elizabeth, who greeted Mary with laughter 
and contagious joy. How many people have crossed our doorstep and how many times 
have we failed to see them? Give us the courage of Mary, and the grace of Elizabeth.  
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)     

Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our doorstep, even if we fail to care for 
ourselves the way God would care for us, even if we forget and ignore, turn away and shut 
down, God still loves us. There is nothing we can do to lose God’s love. Rest in this promise: If 
we get lost, we will be found. If we mess up, we are forgiven. If we withhold love, 
God is lavish in loving us. We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  

                                                Please be seated  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                   Worship Leader 
Holy God, We come to your Scripture today hoping that it will feel a bit like an open 
door, like Elizabeth welcoming Mary, like coming home. We want to fall into it. We want 
to find sanctuary here. We want to breathe easier just hearing these words. And we want 
to find ourselves laughing because this good news is just too good to keep inside. So hover 
close to us now, we pray. Open the door to our hearts 
so that we might find sanctuary in your words. Gratefully we pray, amen.    

 

FIRST READING                          Micah 5: 2-5a                    Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 



SPECIAL MUSIC        “Come, Jesus, Prince of Peace”         Diane Hannibal 
                                singers: Pam Fink, Sue Rentz, Mark Zacheis 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING Luke 1: 39-46       
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                           Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Apostles’ Creed                                                              
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and the  dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                   “Watchman, Tell us of the Night”                   Tune# 551   
                                           (St. George’s Windsor)  

Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, see that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; For the morning seems to dawn. 
Traveler, darkness takes its flight, Doubt and terror are with-drawn. 
Watchman, let your wanderings cease; Hasten to your quiet home. 
Traveler, lo, the Prince of Peace, Lo, the Son of God is come!. 

 

WARM UP THE WINTER- WRAP UP                        Laura Metallo-Bidon 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING                                                        Pam Fink 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Elizabeth offers her home. She offers her arms. She offers her joy. 
She offers her affirmation and confidence. Elizabeth offers everything she has when Mary 
shows up at her door, and it just feels holy, doesn’t it? 
Part of our call as people of faith is to give when and where we can. So today we are invited to 
be a little more like Elizabeth. Today we are invited to give generously, trusting that God will 
take these gifts and build a better world here. Let us give with joyful hearts.  

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                    L. Redner 
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Good and gracious God, we give these gifts for the seekers.  We give these gifts for those 
who need sanctuary.  We give these gifts for those who build sanctuaries.  We give these 
gifts for those who have lost sanctuary, and for those who find sanctuary all over the 
place.  Use these gifts to bring us closer to home. 
With joy and hope in our hearts we pray, amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN           “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                     #37 
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging Angels singing, Noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 

*CHARGE 

*BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE               “Once in Royal David's City”                Henry Gauntlett 
 

                   Our Worship Theme this Advent is “Closer to Home”, by A sanctified Art. 
                    Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC  | sanctifiedart.org. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * 

 Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 8pm on Christmas Eve.  All are welcome! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you again. 

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please send your request with your name, address, e-mail and/or 
phone number to either office@nhpchurch.org or  

newhempsteadpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com and we will add you to our lists.  

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New Hempstead 
Presbyterian Church”    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-
RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code: 

 

 

The office will be closed next week and will reopen January 4th. 
 
 
 



1. The	state	of	New	York	is	mandating	mask	wearing	for	all	indoor	events;	we	are	complying	
with	that	order.	

2. There	will	be	a	Blue	Christmas	service	on	December	21	at	8:00pm;	it	will	be	live‐streamed	
on	YouTube.	

3. There	will	be	an	in‐person	Christmas	Eve	service	on	December	24	at	8:00pm;	it	will	also	be	
live‐streamed	on	YouTube.	

a. Feel	free	to	bring	your	family	members	and	guests.	
b. Mask	wearing	and	hand	cleaning	upon	entry	is	required.	
c. You	will	be	asked	if	you	ae	feeling	well	and	if	you	have	been	exposed	to	Covid‐19	in	

the	past	ten	days.		If	you	are	not	feeling	well	or	have	come	in	contact	with	Covid,	
please	stay	home	and	watch	us	on	YouTube.	

d. We	will	be	using	the	balcony	in	an	effort	to	maintain	some	social	distance.		Come	
early	if	you	want	a	seat	downstairs.	

e. We	will	have	a	choir	trio	performing	an	anthem	and	singing	the	hymns.		Please	do	
not	sing	along	with	them.	

f. We	want	everyone	to	have	a	healthy	as	well	as	joyous	Christmas.	
4. We	will	not	be	holding	a	worship	service	on	December	26.		We	invite	you	to	enjoy	the	

Presbytery	service	on	YouTube,	for	which	a	link	is	posted	on	the	church	website.	
 


