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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 12, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                     “A Medley of Carols” 
GREETING  
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  (Responsively) 

Joy is seeing people you love after months apart.   
Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!”   
Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child.   
Joy is making it home when the journey is long.   
Joy is your dog sliding to meet you at the door.   
Joy is the energy of a new season.   
Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost.   
So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome God has for us is nothing short 
of joyful.   
Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you.   
Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen.   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                                                      
     A voice calls out in the wilderness.   

It sings of a home for all.   
It speaks of justice and peace.   
We could choose to ignore it.   
We could drown out that song.   
We could choose not to listen.   
Instead, we come into this space.   
We let the world grow quiet.   
We listen.   
A voice calls out in the wilderness.   
Do you hear it?   
We hear it. In listening, we worship.   
Let us draw near to God.   

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
     God of open doors and porch lights,   
 of welcome mats and candles in the window—  
 we cannot thank you enough for your open door policy.   

You are forever welcoming us home.  In a world that puts hand rails on park benches so 
that those without a roof over their heads cannot lay down, you offer something radically 
different.  You welcome all of us, just as we are.  You paint a picture of a world that could 
be.   
You remind us that there is enough love to go around,  



and that neighbor helping neighbor is who we are called to be.   
 Thank you for the voice in the wilderness that calls to us.   
 Thank you for the radical welcome and the unchanging love.  

Accept our prayers and our worship as we spend this time with you.   
In the name of the Coming One we pray, Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”            #2  
Come, Thou long expected Jesus Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 
Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 
It takes courage to tell the truth.  John the Baptist knew it.  His job as a prophet certainly could 
not have been easy. And you and I know it.   
Our job as people of faith—to create a home for all—has never been easy.   
In our prayer of confession, may we channel some of John the Baptist's courage to tell the truth 
about ourselves and our world. We do not do this to shame ourselves or guilt ourselves for 
being imperfect. We speak the truth out loud because we know that we cannot grow and change 
without first being honest.  So let us be brave. Let us be bold. Let us be truth-tellers as we 
confess together now to a God who couldn’t love us any more than God already does. Let us 
pray.  

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    
 Expansive God,   

We know that the church is your house, and your house has room for everyone. Yet, too 
often, instead of setting the table for our neighbors, we block the door. Instead of 
welcoming all, we judge others by our own standards. Instead of sharing our second coat, 
we hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of letting go with love. Remind us that 
your home is a home for all, that truth requires hard work, that truth requires 
uncomfortable justice. Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave enough to live it. 
With hope we pray, amen.   

 

 *MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us because this work is not easy. 
Helping create a world where all might have a home, and all might be loved, and all might 
know peace, is an audacious goal. Fortunately for us, when we mess up—when we lose our way 
or forget our call—we are met with grace. God could not love us any more or any less than God 
already does.  So rest in this good news:   
We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved. The door is always open for 
us.  Thanks be to God. Amen.   
 

                                                            Please be seated  



 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
We’re listening for your word.  When you see us coming, when you feel our hearts 
move, we hope you’ll run down the driveway and catch us.  Leave the light on.  We are on 
our way home.  God, whose love is like the sun warming me from the inside, if you are my 
home, then your word is the street light guiding me there.   
So I want you to know— I am walking your way, we are walking your way, and we are 
looking for a light.  And our feet are dirty— we’ve lost our way a time or two.  And our 
bags are heavy— we’re carrying an array of grief and fear on our backs.  But we’re on 
our way.   

 We’re looking for your light, amen.  
 

FIRST READING                     Zephaniah 3:14-20              Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC            “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”          Traditional 
                                 Horn: Jane Craig Sebok & Barbara Zacheis  
  
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH      Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse        
 

SECOND READING                      Luke 3:1-18 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                          Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                    “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist's Cry”                 #10 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh. 
Awake and harken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

MINUTE TO WARM UP THE WINTER                  Laura Metallo-Bidon 
MINUTE FOR CHRISTMAS JOY                                         Karen Martin          
 
 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
The people asked John, “What should we do?”   
I’ve asked myself that a million times in my life.   
How do I make a difference?   
Can I really do anything that could help this hurting world?   
Is it already too late? Is it already too big?   
It can feel overwhelming at times, but John says, “If you have two coats, give one away.” It’s 
all that easy, and it’s all that hard.   
So friends, let us give our tithes and our offerings now, knowing that these gifts help  build a 
world where all have a home—where all are welcomed, fed, loved, and known.   
What should we do? We should give what we have.   
It’s all that easy and all that hard.   

 
 PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
 

OFFERTORY              “Angels We Have Heard on High”          Traditional 
                               Horn: Jane Craig Sebok & Barbara Zacheis  
 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
God who welcomes us home, who creates space, who leaves a chair with our name on 
it— we have two coats and we are giving one away.   
That’s what this offering is.  It’s our second coat.   
It’s our hearts on our sleeves.   
It’s our audacious hope that there can indeed be a better world than this one. So take 
these gifts and use them to move us closer to that promised day.  Gratefully we 
pray, amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN               “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”              #11   
O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart's delight. 
O kindle, Lord most holy, A lamp within my breast,  
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best. 
 

Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty. 
O, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race! 

 

 *CHARGE 
 

*POSTLUDE                 “Good Christians All, Rejoice”                 Traditional 
    

           Our Worship Theme this Advent is “Closer to Home”, by A sanctified Art. 
         Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC  | sanctifiedart.org. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
  
MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew. 

 
 
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 8PM on Christmas Eve.   
All are welcome! 
 


