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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 28, 2021 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 

PRELUDE                     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                        arr. Julie Lind 

GREETING                                                                                Worship Leader 

 WELCOME 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                  Worship Leader 

  Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?   

 We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers,   

 for the end of suffering.   

 Yes, we are homesick—  

 for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors,   

 and for hospitals that run empty.   

 We are homesick for the world God promises.   

 We are homesick, but we are on our way.   

 God is here. God is still creating.  

 Let us worship Holy God.   
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                          

God of the weary and waiting,  

Scripture tells us that where two or more are gathered, you are there.  

So we trust that you are here—listening to these words, drawing us close, stirring hope 

awake in us. And for that we are grateful. We are so grateful.   God who never leaves us 

alone, we are carrying both hope and homesickness all at the same time. Hold these two 

sides of the same coin tenderly, and fan the flame of both. For we realize, hope is a gift 

and homesickness is a reminder. For each conviction, we give you thanks.  

 

*OPENING HYMN                         “People, Look East”                         #12 

People, look east. The time is near Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 

When you’re a kid and you get homesick at a sleepover or at summer camp, you call home and 

your parents come and get you. Sometimes, that’s what love looks like.  Love bails us out.   

In the same way, when we call upon God to confess that we’ve messed up, or 

forgotten something, or overlooked the truth, God answers with grace. God answers with 

love.  So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God from loving us.   
 

 



 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    

 Gracious God,   

 We find ourselves with two options every day—   

to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win.  Do we hope 

against hope, or do we throw in the towel?   

 Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible?   

 Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins.   

Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world.  Kindle 

in us a hope that won’t let go.   

 Gratefully we pray, amen.   
 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God does not 

give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear and 

trust this good news:   

There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love. We 

are claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.   
 

                                                            Please be seated  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 God of the stars and God of our hearts—   

 our days will pass but your words will last.   

 The earth might fade but your words will last.   

 Our memories might blur but your words will last.   

 The grass will wither but your words will last.   

 The sky could go dark and your words would last.   

 So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last.   

 Help us hold onto you. Gratefully we pray, amen.   
 

FIRST READING                    Jeremiah 33: 14-16                Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                           “Lean On Me”                        Bill Withers 

                     Vocals: Nancy Jacobs, Jane Craig Sebok, Mark Zacheis  
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH      Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse        

 

SECOND READING                      Luke 21: 25-36 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                          Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse 
 

 
 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and 

the  dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
 

*HYMN                         “My Lord, What a Morning”                         #449  

Refrain: 

My Lord, what a morning, My Lord, what a morning, 

Oh, my Lord, what a morning When the stars begin to fall, 

When the stars begin to fall. 
 

You will hear the trumpet sound To wake the nations underground, 

Looking to my God’s right hand When the stars begin to fall. [Refrain] 
 

You will hear the Christian shout To wake the nations underground, 

Looking to my God’s right hand When the stars begin to fall. [Refrain] 
 

MINUTE TO WARM UP THE WINTER                  Laura Metallo-Bidon 

MINUTE FOR CHRISTMAS JOY                                  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Family of faith, it does not take long to see that we are not home yet. There are people who are 

hungry, oceans that are polluted, churches that are fading, walls that are growing. We are 

clearly not home yet.  So until we reach that promised day, until we make it home, giving what 

we can to make a better world matters. When we give our tithes and our offerings we help build 

God’s home here. So with hopeful hearts, let us give.   
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
 

OFFERTORY                         “Goin' Home”                        Antonin Dvorak 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

Holy God, we are homesick.  We long for the day that you spoke of when swords will be 

beaten into plowshares, the lion will lie down with the lamb, and justice will roll like 

waters. Until that holy day comes, take these gifts and use them to build that world here. 

We are hopeful. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 



*CLOSING HYMN                          “O Day of Peace”               #450 

 O day of peace that dimly shines 

 Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 

 Guide us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes. 

 May swords of hate fall from our hands, Our hearts from envy find release, 

 Till by God's grace our warring world 

     Shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 

 

 *CHARGE 

 

POSTLUDE                      “The Italian Pipers”                     Charles Gounod 

 
Our Worship Theme this Advent is “Closer to Home”, by A sanctified Art. 

 Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC sanctifiedart.org. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 

We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 

again. 

 

MAILING LIST  

If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 

number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 

Immediately following worship we will gather in the front yard of the sanctuary to dedicate 
our Advent prayer flags.  Then we will return to decorate the sanctuary! 
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the 
piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the 
driveway-side aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

   
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A
http://www.nhpchurch.org/
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