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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 5, 2021 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION     9:55-10 AM 
PRELUDE                                          
GREETING                                                                                                      Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                                         Worship Leader 
Bless the Lord my soul,  
Bless God’s Holy name. 
Bless the Lord my soul 
Who leads me into life. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)                                                                Worship Leader                      
God of Tables, you call us to meals set in many places: banquet halls and kitchens, 
restaurants and picnic blankets.  You also call us to the feast of your coming reign.  May 
we worship you this day, and prepare for that day when all your children feast with you 
in the glory of your presence.  Amen.    

  

*OPENING HYMN                    “All Creatures of Our God and King”                        #455 
All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

All creatures, your Creator bless, And worship God in humbleness. O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                            Worship Leader 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I 
will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    
Holy God, we thank you for inviting us to your table. You invite us to your heavenly feast, 
but we don’t show up to the party. Rather, we ignore your invitation, we get distracted by 
other work we think needs doing, we busy ourselves ensuring the right people have come, 
and we miss you. Please help us to see you in our midst as we offer our sins to you in silent 
confession…  

 
*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

 



 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always 
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love 
for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
                                                      

                                                                                      Please be seated  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                              
Holy and gracious God, may your Holy Spirit give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation, so 
that, with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may know the hope to which Christ has 
called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance among us, 
and the greatness of his power for those who believe.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                   Isaiah 55: 1-2                                 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                          

 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH             Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                                    John 6: 1-15 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                              Tables                             Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                        
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father 
(and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 



 
 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                               “Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread”                                 #505 
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; 
Savior, abide with us, and spread your table in our heart. 
 

There sup with us, in love divine; Thy body and Thy blood, 
That living bread, that heavenly wine, Be our immortal food. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
  

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                                  
If you would like to submit an offering online use the QR code found in the announcements. 
*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (Written by the rev. Maren Tirabasi; used with 
permission) 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

So often this invitation to Communion calls you to “come” to an altar rail or a table – 
mind, heart, spirit, sometimes body. 
 

Today you are reminded of this other truth – Communion always comes to us. 
We don’t “make it” with our baking or our prayers. God is so wildly generous, no one needs to 
move an inch. 
 

Please stay put, wherever and whoever you are.  Communion with God is coming to you. 
Prepare to welcome your Guest. 
 

Hear now the Words of Institution 
 

 
 



 
Prayer of Remembrance and Consecration 
 

We remember so many different tables of Jesus – his acceptance of hospitality from Peter’s 
mother-in-law and Martha, from Simon so suspicious of sex workers, Zacchaeus, love-venture 
capitalist, and one boy with a small picnic lunch. 
 

We remember Jesus learning the reality lesson about who eats on and who eats under the tables of 
the world from a Syrophoenician woman, and his teaching his disciples that lesson another 
evening gently and with foot washing. 
 

We remember the Passover meal with a betrayer and a denier present, and everyone scared and so 
confused. Jesus used what was familiar, bread already on the table, a cup from which they had 
drunk. 
 

Always, even today, in the accessible ordinary, anyone can reach the holiest food, and even a 
single cupped hand can hold this rush of wet blessing. 
 

Holy God, bless every bread near the mouth of any one of your children so that it becomes the 
strength and hope and holiness each of us needs. Bless the small plastic cup or the beautiful 
chalice – and every glass in between – that reminds us that we can never spill your love and we 
always and in all places drink your healing. Amen. 
Our Father... 
 
Sharing of the Elements (We serve non-alcoholic grape juice) 
 

Leader:  You hold the bread of heaven. Honor it. 
It is consecrated to perfectly match your need. Receive it. 
 

Unison: We eat it in hope.    
 

Leader: You hold the cup of blessing. Honor it. 
It is consecrated so you become one of the Saints of Communion. 
Receive this one small sip – deeply.              
 

Unison: We drink it in joy.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, we give you thanks that no one is over your table and no one is under your table, 
but that we all share your love together.  We are in the midst of difficult times for all your 
children – illness, fire, heat, storm, earthquake, violence – and particular sorrows and 
griefs and decisions for those we know. We are so grateful that you have brought this 
Communion to us, so we may surround with its strength and comfort those we know, and 
search out those we do not know to offer hope and help widely and freely. 

 Hear us as we pray for those on our hearts: 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                     “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                  #514 

Let us talents and tongues employ, Reaching out with a shout of joy: 
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 



Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. 
Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out Bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere! 
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. 
Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 
*CHARGE 
 

*BENEDICTION                  
*POSTLUDE                                 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to 
seeing you again. 
 

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail 
and/or phone number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew. 
 

With the advent of virtual church services our food bank collection stopped.  This is a 
shame because the need is still there, now stronger than ever during this time when so 
many people are out of work.  Your Mission Committee wants to start this program up 
again and we’re asking for donations of non-perishable food.  Right now the need for 
canned soup is particularly strong.  Any donation is gratefully accepted of course, 
including monetary ones which can be made by check or electronically by QR-code 
(mission fund).  Please be generous in your support. 
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the 
piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the 
driveway-side aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


