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TWELFTHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 15, 2021 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION                                           10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                   Worship Leader 
    Hear, O People of God! 
  The Lord our God, the Lord alone. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
might. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
God of all glory, 
on this first day you began creation, bringing light out of darkness. 
On this first day you began your new creation, 
raising Jesus Christ out of the darkness of death. 
On this Lord’s Day grant that we, the people you create by water and the Spirit, may be 
joined with all your works 
in praising you for your great glory. 
Through Jesus Christ, in union with the Holy Spirit, 
we praise you now and forever. Amen.     ---Book of Common Worship (WJKP, 1993)  

 

*OPENING HYMN                     “You Are Before Me, Lord”             # 248 
 You are before me, Lord, You are behind. 
 And over me You have spread out Your hand; 
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
 Too high to grasp, too great to understand. 
  

 Search me, O God, search me and know my heart; 
 Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try; 
 Keep me from any path that gives You pain, 
 And lead me in the everlasting way. 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

God doesn’t call us to a blind faith…but to a faith that is eye-opening and mind-expanding.  
But we often find it more beneficial for ourselves if we pretend we cannot see or understand 
God’s vision for creation.  Please join me in the prayer of confession:                                                    
---Scott Cervas 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
God, you desire mercy, not sacrifice.  Yet we have tried to ignore our lack of mercy, and 
excuse our behavior with a few good deeds to try and balance the scales in our favor.  But 
with you, there are no scales.  In Christ, you show us that your justice is always the 
burning of your mercy.  Forgive our sins, and lead us in your merciful ways.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 



 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always 
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love 
for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.                                                           ---Psalm 103:8-1 
Amen. 
       

                                                  Please be seated  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                     Worship Leader 
 Holy One, your ways are not our ways, and your thoughts not our thoughts.  As Scripture 

is read and proclaimed, give us wisdom to hear, and the willingness not to receive easy 
answers or simplistic morals.  In the Name of the Mystery Incarnate, Jesus our savior, 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING              1 Thessalonians 5:12-22              Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC          
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
  

SECOND READING                    Selections from Judges 4 and 5  
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                                     Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison)        Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

*HYMN                    “Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds”                    #412 
Eternal God, whose power upholds Both flower and flaming star, 
To whom there is no here nor there, No time, no near nor far, 
No alien race, no foreign shore, No child unsought, unknown: 
O send us forth, Thy prophets true, To make all lands Thine own! 
 



O God of righteousness and grace, Seen in the Christ, Thy Son, 
Whose life and death reveal Thy face, By whom Thy will was done: 
Inspire Thy heralds of good news To live Thy life divine, 
Till Christ is formed in every heart, And every land is Thine! 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.  Let us return to 
God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.   

  

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
 

OFFERTORY                
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 
        

*DOXOLOGY  #592 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.  
Blessed be God forever. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN              “God of Grace and God of Glory”              #420 
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power. 
Crown thine ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 

Set our feet on lofty places; Gird our lives that they may be Armored with all Christ like graces, 
Pledged to set all captives free.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, That we fail not them nor thee!  
That we fail not them nor thee! 

 

*CHARGE 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE                            
 
 
 
                                                  * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
                                                
  


