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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 1, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT PREPARATION 7:25-7:30 PM 
 

PRELUDE                          “Break Thou the Bread of Life”                         William Sherwin 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Worship Leader 
This is a day of remembrance for us.  
We lift up the cup of salvation  
and call on the name of the Lord. 
Throughout the generations,  
we have received and handed on to others  
what the Lord has given to us: 
water for washing; the towel of service;  
the bread of his body; the cup of the new covenant;  
proclaiming the Lord’s death until he comes again. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
 God of love, 
 during Holy Week,  
 we give you thanks for this night Jesus shared with his disciples. 
 Between the public parade and the public charade is this intimate hour. 
 Though even now we do not fully understand, we long to follow his example: 
 to serve as he served, to love as he loved. 
 Jesus promised that if we know these things and do them, we will be blessed. 
 Help us, then, to know and to do all that Jesus taught. 
 Though we betray and deny, we still come seeking a blessing, 
 for this much we do know: we cannot live unless you bless us. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN               “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare”                    #94 
An Upper Room did our Lord prepare for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there to celebrate their Risen Friend. 
 

A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: to share his bread, his loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, he by his Cross shall lift us up. 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Even among Jesus’ closest disciples, not all were clean.  On this night of all nights, we confess the ways we 
disappoint, deny, and even betray Jesus, our Teacher and Lord. 
Our confession of sin is made in the sure knowledge that Jesus is able to wash us in forgiveness and love. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
 Holy God, 
 you have called us to serve others as Christ has served us.  

We confess that we have not followed Christ’s example as fully or as often as we should. We turn away 
from people in need. 

 True humility eludes us, and we hide our own vulnerability before others. 
 You have commanded us to love one another as you have loved us.  
 We confess that we do not love so generously. 
 Gathered on this Holy Thursday, we confess that we are capable of denying 
 and betraying you and one another, no less than the first disciples. 
 Forgive us, merciful God, and cleanse us of all our sin; 
 then guide our feet to walk with you always. 
 In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 



*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)     

Disciples of Christ, having loved his own who were in the world, Jesus loved them to the end.  Jesus knows us 
fully and offers love and forgiveness unconditionally. 

 In gratitude for the grace given to us, and as a witness to our faith in Christ, 
 we will love one another.  The peace of Christ be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                                            Worship Leader 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that we may see the light of your Word in the 
darkness of our lives.  And seeing, may we understand; 
understanding, may we do all that you ask.   In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
READING                                    Luke 22:14-23, 39-43                                 Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
MUSIC SELECTION                     “Let Us Break Bread Together”                        Spiritual 
 
HOMILY                                                                                         Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 
COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

All who are baptized and trust Jesus as the Christ are welcome to come to this Table, 
regardless of church membership or affiliation. 

   

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We love you, Lord, for you have heard our cry. 
When we were captives, enslaved to sin, you led us safely through the sea so that we might worship you in 
freedom.  Therefore we offer this sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and call upon your holy name:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He came from you, he returned to you; you put all things in his hands. 
He came to show your great love for the world, and he loved us to the end.  
With thanksgiving, we remember that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, This is my body that is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me. In the same way he took the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
According to his commandment: 
 

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory. 
 



Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your 
Spirit make us one with Christ and one another, that we may serve one another with humility and grace, following 
Christ’s example, washing one another’s feet.  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
Here us as we pray, Our Father….. 
 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                     “Go To Dark Gethsemane”                                  #97 

Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter's power; 
Your Redeemer's conflict see; Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid his breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom; Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is risen! He meets our eyes: Savior, teach us so to rise. 

 
STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH 

 
You are invited to stay for prayer and meditation. 

When you leave, please do so in silence. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

484 New Hempstead Road, New City NY  10956 
Phone 845-354-2372 E-Mail: office@nhpchurch.org 

 
 
Good Friday -- The service will be provided on our website by the Hudson River Presbytery.  
 
Easter Sunday -- And again, sadly, there will not be an early service and breakfast or an Easter Egg Hunt. Despite 
these circumstances, we can still joyfully and safely celebrate our risen Lord together! 
 
Reservations are required to attend the Easter Sunday services in the church building.  We continue to 
respect social distancing and mask-wearing protocols so seating will remain limited.  See the ushers in the 
narthex about the sign-up sheet, or send an email to the church (office@nhpchurch.org), or leave a message 
on the church answering machine. 

 


