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SERVICE OF THE RESURRECTION  
EASTER 

April 4, 2021 
*Congregation, please stand when able. 
 

TIME FOR PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 10:55-11:00 AM 
 

PRELUDE                      “Intermezzo”        Johannes Brahms         A medley of Easter hymns  
GREETING                                                                                                Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT                                       “Thine is the Glory”                                      G. F. Handel 
                                    Jane Craig Sebok and Barbara Zacheis: trumpets  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader 
Beloved church, behold the victory of our God: 
Jesus, our Lord, has conquered the grave. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
Sin and death shall reign no more. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
Let this place resound with joy. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
Almighty God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ you broke the power of death 
and opened the way to eternal life. 
As the empty tomb stands witness to his triumph over death,  
make your church to be a bold testimony to his enduring victory in life,  
that all we do may proclaim to the world, “He is risen, indeed!” 
Through Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #123 
Brass:  Jane Craig Sebok and Barbara Zacheis (intro, vs 2, vs 4) 

  
 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
  

 Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! Unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia!  
 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
  

 Sing we to our God above Alleluia! Praise eternal as God’s love; Alleluia! 
 Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION        Lay Leader 

God has opened to us the gates of righteousness that we may enter through them.  
Confident in God’s love, let us confess our sin. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsively) Lay Leader 
Lord Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit we have been raised from the waters of 
baptism to share in your glorious resurrection.   
Yet we have not lived as Easter people. 
We are unsure of your promise, confused about your will, 
and afraid in the face of danger. 



Like Mary, we weep at the tomb, but do not recognize your presence.    
    Call us by name, risen Lord, that we may know you with confidence.   

Whenever we are tempted to fear death, 
give us courage to confess your Easter victory. 
Whenever we are distracted by petty conflicts, 
keep our minds on your reconciling love. 
Whenever we are overwhelmed by the power of evil, 
reveal again to us your triumph over the destructive powers of oppression. 
Forgive us our sin and let our lives be a testimony to your salvation 
through the love of God and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Listen church: God who raised Jesus from the dead has not given us over to death. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks!” refrain #106 
                                    Please be seated following Congregational Response     
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                              

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our eyes that 
we may see the wonders of your Word, and give us grace that we may clearly understand and 
freely choose the way of your wisdom, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
FIRST READING                                   Isaiah 64:17-25                              Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM                                  “In Christ Alone”                                    Getty and Townend 
                       NHPC Choir       Jane Craig Sebok and Zacheis: French horns 
 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                              
 
SECOND READING                        Luke 24:1-12                         Dr. Knight-Whitehouse  

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
MEDITATION                                                                   Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                          Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated 
on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the 
Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.              

 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN “The Day of Resurrection” #118 
 The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;  
 The passover of gladness, The passover of God.  
 From death to life eternal, From this world to the sky,  
 Our Christ hath brought us over, With hymns of victory. 
  
 Now let the heavens be joyful! Let earth the song begin!  
 Let the round world keep triumph, And all that is therein!  
 Let all things seen and unseen Their notes in gladness blend,  
 For Christ the Lord hath risen, Our joy that hath no end. 
 
MINUTE FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Nora Asamoah   

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
  If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 
  OFFERTORY                         “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                         Lowell Mason 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                             # 592 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
(using “sins” and “those who sin against us”) 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:   
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal God, creator and ruler of 
the universe.  At your word the earth was made and spun on its course among the planets.  Your hand 
formed us from the dust of the earth and set us among all your creatures to love and serve you. 
When we were unfaithful to you, you kept faith with us, your love remained steadfast. When we were 
slaves in Egypt you broke the bonds of our oppression, brought us through the sea to freedom, and made 
covenant to be our God.  By a pillar of fire you led us through the desert to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, and set before us the way of life. You spoke of love and justice in the prophets, and in the Word 
made flesh you lived among us, manifesting your glory.  He died that we might live, and is risen to raise us 
to new life.   
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the faithful of every 
time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
    Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and might.   
    Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the Highest. 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord whom you sent to save 
us.  He came with healing in his touch, and was wounded for our sins.  He came with mercy in his voice, 
and was mocked as one despised.  He came with peace in his heart, and met with violence and death.  By 
your power he broke free from the prison of the tomb, and at his command the gates of hell were opened.  



The one who was dead now lives.  The one who humbled himself is raised to rule over all creation, the 
Lamb upon the throne.  The one ascended on high is with us always as he promised. 
We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, on the night before he died, took bread, and after giving thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 “Take, eat. This is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
In the same way, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”   
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have 
given us, and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.  Accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One 
crucified and risen. 
According to his commandment: 
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the 
bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your 
Spirit make us one with Christ that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every 
place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
Nourished at this table, O God, may we know Christ’s redemptive love and live a new life in him.  Help us 
recognize our Lord in the breaking of bread to see and serve him in all whose lives are broken.  Give us 
who are fed at his hand, grace to share our bread with the hungry and with the hungry of heart. Keep us 
faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy 
of your eternal realm.  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
Hear us now as we lift our intercessions to you… 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father… 
 

The Communion of the People 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: (In Unison) 
Help us, O God, to be obedient to your call to love all your children, to do justice and show mercy, 
and to live in peace with your whole creation.  Guide us through the desert of life, quench our thirst 
with the living waters, satisfy our hunger with the bread of heaven.  Give us strength to serve you 
faithfully until the promised day of resurrection, when with the redeemed of all the ages we will feast 
with you at your table in glory.  Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN “The Strife is O’er” #119 
The strife is o'er, the battle done; The victory of life is won; 
The song of triumph has begun.  Alleluia! 
Lord, by Your wounds on Calvary, From death's dread sting Your servants free, 
That we may live eternally.  Alleluia! 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE       “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”         Traditional Carribean 
                                                                    Sue Rentz: soprano 
 

*POSTLUDE                               “Hallelujah! What a Savior”                             Philip Bliss 
 

 
 
Texts reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion.  
Copyright 2013.   
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Are Given 
In Loving Memory of 

     
 My beloved husband and Godmother & Father                                  by Sumitati Amat  

 Walter Hemsley Jr.                                                                                     by Lona Asher 

 Ralph Fink and Lorraine                                                                                by Pam Fink 

 Beloved husband, Robin Lucas, Mom, Dad and Adlai & Betty Lucas   by Syenni Lucas 

 Our Loved Ones                                                                                                by T. Lucas  

 John & Kay Metallo; George & Madeleine Bidon                   by Laura Metallo-Bidon 

Mom and Dad                                                                                           by Lochie Musso 

Helen and Louis Tesar                                                                             by Betty Schultz 

All lost because of the pandemic                                                        by the Witte Family                                             
   

 
In Celebration of May Lie’s 70th birthday on April 7th                 by May Lie 
    
God is Good!                                                                                by Karen Martin  
       
In honor of my daughter, Mary Ann Witte                         by Esther Mc Ilroy 
 
To The Glory of The Risen Lord by 
 
Jocelyne Daniel 
Pam Fink 
N. N. Lorico 
Sylvia Miller 
Sue Rentz 
Mary Ann Witte 
The Zacheis Family 
     

 
If you ordered flowering plants for Easter, 

you may pick them up at the conclusion this service (Look for your name) 
 

All of us at New Hempstead Church wish you a joyous and blessed Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


