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Why Stay?

As many of you know by now, Justice John
K. McGuirk of the New Y ork State Supreme
Court issued aruling allowing the First
Presbyterian Church at Ridgebury to keep its
property as it splits from the PC,USA. The
Ridgebury Congregation feels that our
denomination has strayed from the only
Biblical interpretation possible in issues
concerning homosexuality, namely, that
members of the LGBT community are not
eligible for ordination to the offices of Elder
and Minister of Word and Sacrament. | feel
that Justice McGuirk’s opinion isin
violation of the PC,USA’s Book of Order, but
I’m not a state Supreme Court Justice.

Perhaps the overarching question for meis
one of dealing faithfully with conflict within
the Church. Leaving the denomination is
certainly one form of conflict resolution.

But it’s seldom the only option.

First, apersonal note. The PC, USA ismy
beloved Church. | was loved into faith within
its congregations. It nurtured my call to
ministry. It gave me financial support
through Graduate School. And | believe our
connectional polity is the best thing going.
We have no higher authority than our Lord
Jesus Christ, yet we are accountable to one
another through a system of connected
presbyteries. We aren’t “Lone Rangers,”
accountable only to ourselves, as are some
other faith traditions. We don’t have
bishops, as do episcopal traditions. (I
remember attending the Priesting of an
Anglican friend of mine. When she vowed
obedience to the bishop of her dioceses, |
honestly felt a shudder go through me!)
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FROM THE
SY PASTOR

Aswe struggle with conflict as a national
Church, | hope that we can hear above all
other voices, the prayer of Jesus

(John 17:20-21):

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but
also on behalf of those who will believe
in me through their word, that they
may all be one. Asyou, Father, arein
me and | am in you, may they also be
in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.”

Notice that Jesus did not pray, Let them
always agree on everything! Our visible
unity (not our agreement on every issue) isa
powerful witness to the world that we belong
to Christ. That unity consists in looking, not
at our differences on
issues, but looking
together to Our Lord
Jesus Christ, and
acknowledging His
sovereignty over us,
and all that would
divide us.

We are blessed in this congregation in that
our conflicts this last year have been few,
and relatively minor. When conflict does
arise, | hope we can remember Jesus’ words,
and the thoughts of Moderator Joan Grey,
that conflict is precisely where God waits to

meet us and bless us.
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God’s Grace and Peace
to you this month,
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SPIRITUARL
EDUCATION

Pastor Lori will be on Continuing Education
L eave October 9-20. She will be back to lead
worship October 22.

¢

Dedication of the Piano

On Sunday, October 8, the congregation
remembered Carl Sebok and his musical
ministry at the church.

In the afternoon, we had an
afternoon concert to dedicate
the new baby grand piano in
the sanctuary. Purchase of the
piano was made possible due
to a generous monetary gift
from Carl Sebok’s mother.
The piano will enhance the music ministry of the
church for many years to come.

The concert included sel ections performed by
our choir aswell as a specia guest pianist,
Marilyn Davidson, from Bergenfield, NJ.

Mission Trip

From Susan L. Rentz

Asyou may have read in the last newdletter, the
Huguenot Memoria Presbyterian Church is
sponsoring atrip to Gulfport, Mississippi from
October 7 -14 to help with rebuilding after
Hurricane Katrina. The Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance program has committed to 8 years of
help and there are seven churchesin the
Mississippi areathat serve as centers for the
work efforts. Since Gulfport was my birthplace
and family vacation spot, | feel called to
participate in this mission trip and will be joined
by afriend of mine from Greenbush
Presbyterian Church (Judy Flagg). We are both
excited about this opportunity and will hope for
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your prayersfor all who participate in thistrip.
Lori has already commissioned me (arm-

twisting was involved) to tell you all about the
experience on Sunday, Oct. 22 during worship.

The Mission &
Outreach Committee
of Session has voted
to make this mission
the recipient of 25%
of the Peacemaking
Offering—25% of the
offering always
remains with the

MISSION PROJECT
congregation to give to a mission of their choice.
| am extremely grateful for whatever financial
assistance this offering will provide to help with
the expenses of the trip. Thank you, in advance,
for your prayers and support.

From the Treasurer

From Mark Zacheis, Treasurer

The summer months were slow ones for pledge
payments. No doubt, many of our folks were on
vacation in July and August, and have not had
the opportunity to keep their pledges current.
The result is that as of the end of August,

recei pts come to $73,000 against a budget of
$77,500 — a shortage of $4,500. We're about 6%
behind.

If you know that you have fallen behind, please
make the effort to catch up your pledge. If you
aren't sure where you stand, feel free to ask me.
Also, third quarter pledge statements will be
mailed out during the second week of October,
and you can check your status there.

| believe that there is still enough time left in the
year to catch us back up to the budget, but that
requires each of usreview our statement and
respond accordingly. The costs of operating the
church are ever present and require our
attention. Thank you for your generosity and
support.
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It istime to start
purchasing food for

\ the Thanksgiving

| baskets. Last year,
through the
generosity of the New

THANKSGIVI

Hempstead
Presbyterian Church,

over ninety baskets
were distributed to familiesin need. Thisis one
of the ways that we respond in gratitude to God’s
saving Grace by doing works that reflect God’s
love.

In the coming weeks, the schedule of what to
bring when will be published in the bulletin; in
November, you will learn how you can help
assembl e the baskets the Sunday before
Thanksgiving (Sunday, November 19).

For now, please start collecting shopping bags (a
paper bag inside of a plastic bag) that we will
need to hold the food.

In addition, keep an eye out for sales on the non-
perishable items for the baskets:

Canned Vegetables such as corn,
string beans, carrots, peas and any other
favorites

Canned Yams or Sweet Potatoes
Stuffing Mix

Canned Cranbury Sauce
Canned Gravy or Gravy Mix
Cake Mix

Cornbread Muffin Mix

Y ou will save money and many familiesin need
will benefit. Also, please consider donating
money to help purchase perishables.

For more information, see Carmen Bermudez.
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‘It doesn’t say where the fire department was.
It just says the bush continued to burn.”

Boscov’s Savings Day

Join us on Tuesday, October 17, aswe again
participate in Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends
day. If you don’t have your ticket yet, New
Hempstead will be selling tickets at the door
from 1:30 to 6 PM on October 17. Everyone who
purchases aticket will receive a 25% discount
shopping pass for purchases made only on
Friends
Helping
Friendsday in
Boscov’s
stores. Our
congregation
will keep the
$5 from every
ticket sold.

Come out and enjoy some savings while
supporting the church. For more information, or
to volunteer to sell tickets, contact Joe
Bermudez.
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I CHRISTIAN
EDUCIIT ION

Christian Education News

From Barbara Zacheis

Aswe begin anew year in thelife of the church,
we must remember to take change as a constant
challenge from God, to always be diligent and
purposeful in our activities. Assuch, | would like
to take this opportunity to thank Ledlie
Rosenow, who has taught our Sunday School for
many years faithfully, and has decided to take a
break from that venture. Leslie, along with Stella
Breidenbach, organized our current curriculum
into arotating (over 5 or 6 years) curriculum
with stories and activities that the children
would experience over three-week blocks.
Leslie’s energy, creativity and enthusiasm have
served our church in a unique and spiritual way,
sharing God’s message with our children in a
way they found to be meaningful and fun. As
Leslie takes awell-deserved break, we have
decided to have Sunday School meet during the
worship service time, in hopes that we will have
more consistent attendance, and more
participation from the adult members of the
congregation. We will be using the PCUSA
curriculum called We Believe, and will need
volunteer s to teach and help with these
Sunday School Classes, which will start after
each children’s sermon (around 11:10) and run
until the end of the church service. Please
consider becoming involved in teaching or
helping with Sunday School. If you can sign up
for one, two or three Sundays, it would help
make for a diverse experience for the students
and give more of our adults and children the
opportunity to learn together.

The Sunday School children have been invited to
participate in the Dedication Concert of the baby
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grand piano in memory of Carl Sebok.
Rehearsals with Kryste Andrews, our Director of
Music, began
September 17 during
the old Sunday School
time of 9:30. Children
who were not singing
have been attending
classes, to be joined by
those singing once they
were finished with
rehearsal. The new

Chn\dren S Cho:r

Sunday School time will begin the week
following the concert, on October 15.

Something for Everyone

From Barbara Zacheis

In addition to the Sunday morning bible study
led by Ed Garcia, which meets at 9:30 in the
Colonial Room (all are welcome!), there will be
other opportunities for Christian Nurture and
Spiritual Growth in the coming months. The
Reverend Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse has
already begun a bible study on Monday
evenings, and plans a book study sometime
soon. In addition, mark your calendars for some
new one-time gatherings for learning and

discussion. On

November 12 at 3 PM,

Lori will present a
Adu It discussion of

Christian Family

E Rituals, thi
ucation muas oo
Class

like to try in your

daily walk as afamily
with God. On January 21 and February 25 at
3 PM there will be video lectures by interesting
persons — more info on these to follow, astime
gets closer! We hope to have aregular
presentation for learning and discussion on a
monthly basis. Please let Barbara Zacheis know
if you have any ideas or wishes for future
Christian Ed activities.
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Rockland Symphony Orchestra

On Sunday, October 29, the Rockland Symphony
Orchestrawill open its 2006—2007 season with
a concert featuring the 2006 winners of the
Rockland County Music Teachers’ Guild
Competition, Concerto Division. The concert will
begin at 3 PM in the Cultural Arts Theatre at
Rockland Community College. For more
information, see the red flyer in the Colonial
Room or visit r ockl andsymnpony. or g on the
web.

A Day at the New York
Botanical Gardens

From Joe Bermudez

Twenty-nine people from New Hempstead
traveled to the New Y ork Botanical Gardens to
see the Exhibition of Dale Chihuly’s monumental
glass scul ptures on Sunday, September 17.
Nature’s own masterpieces and this remarkable
artist’swork came together in more than

30 installations in the Conservatory and other
landscapes.

Color photos of thetrip are available
on the next page.
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The church cookbooks are still available. They
contain many recipes from our church family
including the Cabbage Salad provided by
Barbara Zacheis after the September 24 worship
service. See Barbarafor more information or to
purchase a cookbook.

My sincere apologies

/ to those who have
///l"\'“/ sent me itemsfor The
Carriage Stone only
P‘]:‘C)m t]_’le to have them lost in
E i tor the internet.

I, too, find that my messages to the church E-
mail address are sometimes |lost.

| would suggest that for the time being, you send
newsl etter articles to my persona E-mail
addressat cs@bhi | hower . org asit seemsto
be abit morereliable.

In addition, my wife or | always acknowledge
these E-mails as they are received, so you can
know I’ve seen it.
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