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Holy Week Schedule
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Sunday, March 20
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Maundy Thursday
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Good Friday

Friday, March 25, 8 PM HOLY WEEK
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Easter Sunday

Sunday, March 27, services at 7 and 11 AM Pastor
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The Road to Deferred Gratification

Robert Samuelson, in his book, The Good
Life and Its Discontents, claims that
Americans are “in an almost permanent
state of public grumpiness.” The
expectations that we create for ourselves are
never met by the reality we experience, so
that we are bound to be disappointed and
appear grumpy. We keep on wondering why
we can’t have everything exactly the way we
want it all the time. He claims that part of
this comes from the fact that we have come
to expect far too much of government,
overloading it with expectations that have
backfired in afrustration with politics. Jesus
himself had to deal with the temptation of
finding the answer to life’s questions by
becoming the ruler of all the kingdoms of the
world.

The author does raise some significant
questions for all of usto consider during this
L enten season. How do we respond to the
frustrations all of us experiencein life? Are
we really doing better than we admit? It is
that some people are doing better at the
expense of others? Or are some aspects of
the human condition beyond material
remedy? Jesus’ response to the temptation
to bring all of life under hisimmediate
control was to say to the Devil, “Man does
not live by bread alone,” “You shall worship
the Lord your God, and Him only shall you
serve,” and “You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.” On Sunday, | tried to show the
Boys Scouts how those temptations are
paralleled in the play, “Death of a Salesman’
by Arthur Miller, “Don Quixote” by
Cervantes, asre-madeinto amusical, “Man
of LaMancha”, and in “Superman”, as played
by Christopher Reeve, on the screen, and in
real life.
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We have become so accustomed to the
“quick fix” or to “instant coffee” and the
“microwave meal” that we become impatient
with any process which takes longer than we
want to commit. We find that the road to
deferred gratification isadifficult one. In
the Old Testament, the prophet spoke a
word of encouragement saying, “If the vision
tarry, wait for it; it will surely come.” Job
reproached one of his friends, saying, “What
ismy strength, that | should wait? And what
ismy end, that | should be patient?” The
Psalmist tells us, “Be still before the Lord,
and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself
over him who prospersin hisway.” Jesus, in
the parable of the Sower, spoke of the good
soil asthose who, hearing the word, “hold it
fast in an honest and good heart, and bring
forth fruit with patience.”

Some of the important lessons of life can be
learned during this season of Lent. We learn
that we cannot plant things too early, but
must wait until the danger of frost is past.
We learn that we must allow things to grow,
and even permit the good and the evil to
exist together, until the harvest, when we are
able to sort out what is best for us. Just as
Jesus spent forty daysin the Wildernessin
preparation for his ministry, so let us spend
these forty days of Lent in patient
preparation for the celebration of the new
life that comes to us because of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thomas A Hughart, STD,
Temporary
Supply
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Palm Sunday, March 20

Worship Serviceat 11 AM in the Sanctuary
followed by a Covered Dish Luncheon at
12:15 PM in Murchison Hall

We will hold the annual Palm Sunday L uncheon
in Murchison Hall at 12:15 PM. All members
who have joined since last Palm Sunday will be
recognized. Everyoneisinvited to come. Please
sign up in the Colonial Room and bring an
entrée to share. The Fellowship Committee will
provide dessert and beverages. Please see Joe
Bermudez (634-1321) if you have any questions.

Maundy Thursday, March 24
Worship Service at 8 PM in the Sanctuary

We will have a Service of Tenebrae and the
Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday. In this
service we will remember the central eventsin
the last week of Jesus’ life, including the giving
of the Great Commandment, and the Institution
of the Lord’s Supper,
followed by the Agony in
the Garden, the Arrest,
the Tria and the
Crucifixion. The service
will end as the gathering
darkness brings us to
contemplate aworld
without the presence of
Jesus Christ.
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Good Friday, March 25
Worship Service at 8 PM in the Colonial Room.

This service will remember the passion of Jesus
with reading of the narrative and awide ranging
use of the arts, including music, played and
sung, original works of art by Robert Hodgell,
slides of the Passion from art collections around
the world, video clips from films of the Passion
and scenes from the Passion Play at
Oberammergau. If you have something to share
that will fit into this kind of service, speak to Dr.
Hughart, and we will includeit in this special
time of meditation and contemplation.

Easter Sunday, April 11

7AM  “Sunrise” Servicein Murchison Hall

Immediately followed by afull breakfast.

11 AM Service of the Resurrection in the
Sanctuary; followed by Fellowship Time
in the Colonial Room and an Easter Egg
Hunt for the children on the church
grounds.

ThePromise
of ‘Laster
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One Great Hour of Sharing
Now isthe time:
One Great Hour of Sharing

Congregations and members of the Presbyterian
Church make yearly contributionsto this
Program. Y our gifts will bring a multitude of

bl ngs to people and communities around the
country and around the world. Support goesto
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian
Hunger Program and the Self-Development of
People.

Members of the Mission, Outreach, and Service
Committee will be presenting more information
in the coming Sundays.

The committee has set a goal of $1200—a
modest increase from last year’stotal. The
offering will be collected during holy week.

Spring Cleanup

From Pam Charbonneau

We have scheduled the annual Church Spring
Cleanup for Saturday, March 12, from about
9:30 AM to about noon, so mark your calendars.
There will be plenty of polishing, cleaning and
painting inside
the Church,
and
cleaning/organ
. izing in the
V\/O ay kitchen of

Murchison
at Church Hall. If
weather permits, there will also be opportunities
to clean up the grounds and wash the exterior
windows.

MEMBERS
AT WORK

Everyone is encouraged to participate in the
clean up. Food and drinks will be provided. In
addition to getting the buildings and grounds
ready for the Easter season, it isagreat timeto
enjoy fellowship with othersin the church
family. See you on March 12!
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Session Highlights

From Susan L. Rentz, Clerk of Session

We began the new year with a new moderator
for our session meetings — the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Hughart. We were very grateful to Rev. David

M ason, who was our moderator for 6 months
and led us very ably. We can tell that we are
again in very good hands as we seek to do the
work of NHPC.

We also said goodbye to Carl Camenisch and
Leslie Rosenow asthey leave their session
responsibilities, knowing that they are still avery
vital part of this congregation's life and work. In
their places, we welcomed Laura Bidon and
Barbara Zacheis. We are grateful for their
willingness to share their talents with us.

Asisthe custom for the beginning of a new year,
we needed to take a new look at our committee
structure. After some discussion, we decided
upon this format:

Stewardship & Finance — Ed Garcia

Membership, Time & Taents, Media—
Laura Bidon

Worship, Music & the Arts —
Bernice Rice Gerstein

Office, Personnel & Nominations — Janine Kallé
Pastor Nominating Committee — Janine Kallé
Mission, Outreach & Service — Sylvia L. Pridgen
Facilities Management — Pam Charbonneau

Christian Nurture & Spiritual Growth —
Barbara Zacheis

Fellowship — Joe Bermudez
Clerk of Session — Sue Rentz

We ask for your prayers as we seek to serve the
NHPC with energy, intelligence, imagination
and love.
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