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God’s Grace 

Howard and I had a lovely weekend in the Catskills.  The only dark blot on an otherwise perfect 

mini-vacation was the news of the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  It felt 

like one more kick in the stomach in a year filled with such assaults. 

It got me thinking:  Where is God and God’s grace in this?  And I realized:  it is all around us, 

where it has always been.  It’s in a call from a friend; a socially distant visit with family; the first 

brisk day of fall. 

God’s grace is present wherever people march for their freedom; whenever someone make a 

donation to a food bank or an educational center;  it’s a smile on a stranger’s face that you can 

see even behind their mask because it reaches their eyes. 

God’s grace is in worship, when we remember God’s gift of God’s Son Jesus to free us from sin, 

death, and Satan.  That grace is tasted in Eucharist, when we feast together in anticipation of 

God’s coming reign.  Our lives are filled with God’s grace, if we will but slow down and look for 

it. 

Frederick Buechner reminds us, 

“The grace of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never have been, 

but you are because the party wouldn't have been complete without you. Here is the 

world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't be afraid. I am with you. 

Nothing can ever separate us. It's for you I created the universe. I love you. There's only 

one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you'll reach out and 

take it. Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.”  

May it be so.
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Peacemaking Offering will Support 
Martin Luther King  

Multi-Purpose Center 

From Karen Martin 

The Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose Center 

will be receiving our Peace Making Offering in 

October.  This enables our church to promote 

the Peace of Christ within our community. 

Part of the MLKMPC’s mission strives to 

preserve the ideals of non-violence, peace, 

human rights, social justice and equality. 

Keeping alive Dr. Kings dream of building a 

“Beloved Community” is the focus of The Center. 

As a member of the Mission Committee, I met 

with Nathan Mungin, the director, to discuss 

recent effects and changes made this past spring. 

He shared the increased current needs with no 

increased funding from County Legislature. 

Please be aware that The Center has not stopped 

operations at all during the current COVID-19 

pandemic. In fact, they have become busier 

meeting the needs of the community. Most 

notably: 

 Emergency blood drive 

 Center for COVID-19 testing 

 Food pantry, 3rd largest in the county 
(much food supplied thru special grant 
funding) 

 Summer camp program 

 Youth Employment Program 

 

Some present needs include: 

 The Afterschool program 

 Hybrid virtual learning support 

 Computers, supplies and volunteers for 
educational support 

 Family and health screening and 
assistance 

 Community health: providing health 
screenings, advocacy and workshops. A 
registered nurse and an on call resident 
physician supervise this. 

 MLK center works closely with 
Rockland’s Center for Safety and Change 

 Senior Nutrition Program 

 Provide an annex at the Center to Nyack 
Hospital Recovery Program 

All of these programs relate to “Building God’s 

Household of Peace.” 

NHPC is committed to supporting the 

MLKMPC. Below, you will find an article from 

Nancy Jacob. She will be the church’s liaison 

person with The Center. Hear what she has to 

say and sign up for fun working to help out! 

Please consider giving generously of Time, 

Talent and or Money to this offering Thank you 

all so much, 

 

[If you haven’t listened to the “Beloved 

Community” speech lately, click the link above 

and listen to powerful preaching – Bob]  

https://www.mlkmpc.org/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-witness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeCzzRY_RI8
https://www.mlkmpc.org/our-services/
https://www.mlkmpc.org/our-services/
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Fun Volunteer Opportunities at the 
MLK Multipurpose Center 

From Nancy Jacobs 

As part of the NHPC Missions Committee, I have 

volunteered to act as a liaison between the 

Martin Luther King Center and the congregants 

of NHPC. The goal of this liaison work is to 

provide you, the congregation, with timely 

information about MLK Center's needs for 

volunteers. Volunteering can be be accomplished 

in any number of capacities and with any 

number of time-commitments. It can be a one-

time provision of a service for an hour or so, or 

more, or could range to a multiple time 

commitment for a few hours. I am now 

beginning to gather information from my 

contact at MLK Center (whose name is 

coincidentally, "Martin").   

Martin has informed me that The Center 

currently has monthly issuance of food pantry 

items on the second Tuesday of each month in 

the early evening. I figure that we, the NHPC 

congregation, can begin with this one event.  As 

such, I will receive information from Martin 

before the food pantry event, and will 

disseminate that information to those of you 

who might like to assist with the event. I will 

provide information about how to find The 

Center, where to park, the possibilities of times 

to arrive and leave ( in this case, very flexible, 

perhaps even between 1 PM and 6:30 PM), and 

any other information you may wish in order to 

make a decision about helping at that event. 

Currently, The 

Center has a very 

strict code of 

COVID Infection 

security.  They 

screen all 

volunteers at the 

door, they exclude 

(from the building) 

all people not 

working on the 

event, they have 

gloves and masks (if volunteers forget their own 

masks), they have a distancing procedure for the 

food distribution and receipt. They have 

shopping carts (provided by various local 

retailers) for volunteers to use to move boxes of 

food-stuffs to cars, in order to reduce contact 

and likelihood of infection.  They have a number 

of volunteers already, but can use more.   

As time goes on, I anticipate learning about 

other volunteer opportunities at MLK Center.   If 

there is any chance that you would be interested 

in assisting in any way with this first (or any 

other) volunteer opportunity for the Martin 

Luther King Center, kindly contact me right 

away. Please phone my home and leave a 

message on my answering machine with your 

name and phone number (I am Nancy Jacobs 

845/354-4829, and my husband's voice is on the 

machine). 

 

This should be fun! 

 

Millennial Corner 

From Nora Asamoah 

 “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house 

of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:6  

As Christians, we are blessed to have God as our 

Father. A father who protects, provides and 

loves us unconditionally. We are currently in a 

pandemic that has taken a toll on all of us. Some 

of us have returned safely back to work/school, 

some of us are still working from home and 

some of us are still without jobs due to furlough 

or others. However, despite all this God has 

promised us that we will be provided for. We are 

blessed beyond measure; the goodness of life 

and the mercy of love follow us every day. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us turn our 

troubles to God, while basking in the goodness 

and mercy he showers us with every day.   

https://www.mlkmpc.org/
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Gardens Committee 

From Nancy Jacobs 

We, at NHPC, are blessed with a very nice 

property. We have ample building space (though 

some might say they wish it were more crowded 

😀) and comfortable, peaceful grounds. With 

blessing comes responsibility, and therefore we 

have a Building and Grounds Committee.  As 

you may know, the "grounds" part of "Building 

and Grounds" has been of great interest to me 

for many years. In particular, I love the gardens. 

Many of you also love gardens, and some of you 

have gardens at home.  

I am announcing to you (y'all, as some might 

say), that there is now a subcommittee of 

Building and Grounds. It is the "Gardens 

Committee".  Karen and I will head this 

subcommittee. It will consist of anyone in the 

congregation who likes the beauty of a garden, 

or trading flowers with people, or "getting down 

and dirty", or having a say about how to further 

beautify the gardens. The members of this 

subcommittee may want to simply stay "in the 

loop" about what is going on - or may go on - in 

the NHPC gardens.  We currently envision that 

there will be few formal "meetings" of this 

subcommittee. There will be some sort of 

communication link, so that members can 

participate when and IF they wish to participate. 

In future newsletters, look forward to reading 

about the gardens on our property. 

Those who are interested, contact Nancy Jacobs 

or Karen Martin. 

 

Blessing of the Pets 

The annual Blessings of the Pets will be held at 

New Hempstead Presbyterian Church on 

Saturday, Oct 10 at 2 PM, outdoors on the Great 

Lawn (weather permitting).  Please bring your 

pets on leashes or in carriers. (We do not want 

any mishaps:  New Hempstead Road is very 

busy!) 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

The Session has called a special meeting of the 

congregation on Sunday, October 11 on the Great 

Lawn immediately following Worship, weather 

permitting. 

The purpose of the meeting is for the election of 

officers and to amend the Bylaws to allow 

flexibility in holding meetings during emergency 

situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Baptism 

Alan Orion Chalfin celebrated the Sacrament of 

Baptism on Friday, August 7 in the Sanctuary. 

His parents are Melanie and Craig Chalfin and 

his Grandmother is Janine Kallé. His sponsors 

are Debra Brenner and Sean McCoy, friends of 

his parents. Also in attendance were his 

grandparents Kathy & Larry Hoffer and Barbara 

& Mark Zacheis representing the congregation. 

The Session has adopted guidelines for 

celebrating the Sacraments to allow God’s 

Kingdom to grow even as we observe COVID-19 

safety precautions. 

Photos are on the last page of the newsletter.  
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NHPC Monarch Garden and 
Chrysalisary 

From Nancy Jacobs 

How do you even SAY that last word? Kris-uh-

LIS-er-ee. Good heavens! What is that? 

"Chrysalisary" is a made-up word (neologism), 

referring to a structure built with the intention 

of providing a safe and attractive place for a 

monarch butterfly caterpillar to make his/her 

chrysalis. 

As I intend to note in a future in Carriage Stone 

newsletter (Gardens of NHPC), some milkweed 

plants which I'd planted in the spring of 2019, 

and which had been growing on the south end of 

Murchison Hall, had to be moved.  Since 

milkweed plants need full-sun and plenty of 

room, and since they are not a cutting-flower, 

my 90-year-old dad drove down to New City 

with his EGO cultivator to help me prepare a 

new area for these plants.   

The idea is that this new garden (now seen just 

above our middle parking lot, within the bounds 

of a fence and rope) will provide nourishment 

for the caterpillars of Monarch butterflies from 

June through October. After a female Monarch 

butterfly has her fill from the flowers in the 

other gardens, she will have an appropriate place 

to lay her eggs (she lays one egg at a time). When 

an egg hatches, the caterpillar will already be on 

its food source, the milkweed leaf. The leaf must 

be free of any chemicals such as fertilizer, 

pesticide (even insecticidal soap or pyrethrins!), 

weed-killer, otherwise, the caterpillar will die. 

When the monarch 

caterpillar has eaten 

enough, and grown 

enough, to be ready 

to begin 

metamorphosis, 

he/she leaves the 

food source and 

travels to a place to 

form a chrysalis. 

That spot should be 

shaded, off the 

ground, sheltered from wind, and away from 

other hungry caterpillars. If all goes well, the 

butterfly will emerge from the chrysalis about 10 

days later, and will seek to drink and then mate. 

He or she will find sustenance in the flowers of 

the church gardens.  

Please read below about the Monarch butterfly, 

and how beings like this become a symbol of 

faith....... 

 

A Blessing for Monarch Butterflies 

From the Rev. Dr. Stephen R. Melton 

Churchville Presbyterian Church 

In the Sierra Nevada Mountains of central 

Mexico, monarch butterflies hibernate 

(aestivate) from October to March. In the spring, 

they leave Mexico and head north to Canada. 

Except the monarchs we have here in Maryland 

are not the same ones that left Mexico back in 

the spring. These butterflies are the great-

grandchildren of those butterflies.  

*They leave Mexico. They lay eggs. The eggs 

become caterpillars. The caterpillars become 

butterflies, and the process continues until that 

                                                        

 

* Butterfly photo by Kenneth Dwain Harrelson CC BY-SA 

Chrysalis photo by davidd CC BY 2.0 

Pupa photo by Sid Mosdell CC BY 2.0 

Cutting Garden drawing by Kristen Rabeler 
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last generation is transformed. Then, it 

somehow knows it’s time to turn south for the 

winter.  

The monarchs 

we have here 

are anxious to 

get on the road 

because they 

have some 

2,440 miles yet 

to travel. They 

have already 

put in several 

hundred.  

Butterflies have 

often been a 

symbol of faith. 

Just like monarchs go through various 

transformations and rebirth in their journey 

home, so do we. We are not the same people we 

were when we first cried out at our birth. We are 

changed and reformed. With each new 

transformation, God makes us into a new being. 

By the time we make it Home with God, we will 

be new Creations — beautiful and fit for the 

Kingdom of God.   

So, we don’t want to delay these monarchs for 

long. We want to visit with them briefly, thank 

them for their beauty, tell them we admire their 

courage, then ask God to bless them on their 

journey ahead. Let us do just that. 

God of all Creation, your beauty carries on all 

around us. We can feel the breeze. We can hear 

the birds. We can feel the coolness of a waterfall. 

We can smell the harvesting of hay in the fall 

and take in the rich scent of soil in the spring. 

But, often your Creation carries on silently 

without our notice and without our permission.  

We stop to honor the beauty and the fortitude of 

these monarch butterflies. They desire nothing 

more than to find their way back home, 

regardless of their location and despite the 

barriers in their way. May this world be painted 

with their color and filled with their sacred 

pride. Bless these monarchs with safe travel.  

Bless us all with the wisdom to protect them.  

May we have the same instinct to follow your 

will as readily as they do.   

In the name of Christ, the Creator of Life and the 

Renewer of Souls.  Amen 

 

 

Help Habitat win a Grant to  
Rehab a House in Rockland 

From Laura Bidon 

I'm forwarding this to all of you on behalf of 

Habitat for Humanity of Rockland.  If you're 

interested in donating a dollar or two, you can 

help them earn a substantial grant to renovate 

their newest house in Hillburn.  They are 

renovating this house in memory of Jim Craig 

who some of you may know---he was a local 

heating/plumbing guy 

who volunteered with 

Habitat over the years.  

We used him for a lot of 

plumbing work in my 

house, as recommended 

by Walter Smith.  Good 

guy.  He passed away in 

May.  I just learned of it through Habitat. 

Can you donate $5 or more? In this first 

week as part of the A Community 

Thrives fundraising program we need to 

get a s many one-time donors as 

possible to qualify for a Grant. With as 

little as $5 you can help us reach our 

goal. Click on the link below - it must be 

made through this link – and make a 

donation that will help us rehab a house 

in Hillburn NY for a family in need of 

affordable housing. We have until noon, 

Monday, September 28 to get as many 

donors as possible. You can help. 

https://acommunitythrives.mightycause.com/st

ory/Bzigeg 

  

https://acommunitythrives.mightycause.com/story/Bzigeg
https://acommunitythrives.mightycause.com/story/Bzigeg
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Photos of the baptism of  
Alan Orion Chalfin 

 


