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No, it’s not Jesus’ Fault 

 

 

Last month, I wrote about hearing Dr. Liz Theoharis preach at Presbytery.  Her text was 

Matthew 26:11, “The poor you will always have with you.”  So often, this is used as an excuse to 

do nothing to eradicate poverty.  Dr. Theoharis, in her book, Always With us? What Jesus 

Really Said about the Poor asks deep questions about our society’s unwillingness to tackle the 

problem of poverty in our nation, a problem which grows larger every year. 

Dr. Theoharis interprets the above text in light of Deut. 15: 4-11. 

4There will, however, be no one in need among you, because the LORD is sure to bless you in the 

land that the LORD your God is giving you as a possession to occupy, 5if only you will obey the 

LORD your God by diligently observing this entire commandment that I command you today. 

6When the LORD your God has blessed you, as he promised you, you will lend to many nations, 

but you will not borrow; you will rule over many nations, but they will not rule over you. 7If 

there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns within 

the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward 

your needy neighbor. 8You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the 

need, whatever it may be. 9Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The 

seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view your needy neighbor with 

hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to the LORD against you, and you would 

incur guilt. 10Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account 

the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 

11Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open 

your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.”  (Emphasis mine) 

In other words (and I am admittedly oversimplifying), our nation has poor in the land because 

we as a society are “hard-hearted and tight-fisted” with our needy neighbors.  Her argument is, 

“rather than interpreting [Matthew 26:11] to justify poverty’s existence, one should read it as a 

reminder that poverty is not God’s will, but is the result of people’s disobedience to God’s 

commands and Jesus’s teachings.” (Theoharis, 2018, 146.) 

So, can the church single-handedly end poverty in the US, or the world?  No. 

But we can hold our elected officials’ feet to the fire, reminding them that 

poverty is neither a Christian value, nor an American one.  In the 

meantime, we continue to work with organizations who are on the front-

lines of the battles to alleviate the suffering of the poor, while “opening our 

hands to the poor and needy.” 
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Peacemaking Offering 

Each year over the first weekend of October, we 

collect the Peacemaking Offering and dedicate it 

to a local organization.  This year the offering 

was designated to Habitat for Humanity of 

Rockland and we collected a total of $1,329.  

Thank you to all that contributed. 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Thanksgiving Day is fast approaching, and you 

know what that means; it means that it is time 

for the Thanksgiving baskets food drive.  In a 

tradition dating back decades, our church family 

shares the bounty that is theirs with others not 

quite so fortunate.  We intend to put together 

baskets of food, each of which is sufficient to 

feed a family a Thanksgiving dinner with all of 

the trimmings.  Our goal this year is to provide 

thirty-five baskets for local families that 

otherwise might go without on Thanksgiving 

Day. 

Attached in here is the shopping list of what goes 

into a Thanksgiving basket.  We ask that you 

take the list with you so you will have it during 

your next visit to the grocery store, pick up 

everything on the list, put it in one bag, and 

bring it with you the next time that you come to 

church.  The final collection day is Sunday, 

November 18, and you can bring your baskets in 

sooner if you like; but no later than the church 

service that day.  Also, please bring your frozen 

turkeys that day as well, but please not before. 

If you would like to contribute but cannot do 

your own shopping, you may donate the cost of a 

Thanksgiving basket and we will go shopping for 

you.  We suggest that number is $40 for each 

basket.  Mark your check or envelope 

Thanksgiving Baskets and place it in the 

collection plate. 

There is a signup sheet on the Colonial Room 

bulletin board. Kindly sign up so that we can get 

a sense of the number of baskets.   

Thank you. 

   

 
 

Recipe for a Happy 
Thanksgiving Meal: 

 

Turkey  

Stuffing mix 

Boxed potatoes 

Gravy 

Canned vegetables (2-4 cans) 

Canned sweet potatoes/yams 

Corn bread mix 

Cake/brownie mix 

Cake frosting 

Applesauce 

Canned cranberry sauce 

Soup (2 cans) 

Loaf of bread 

 

Be sure to bring your “baskets” 

to church on Sunday,  

November 18 so that we can 

distribute them before 

Thanksgiving. 

 

THANK YOU!!!!!! 
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Voting is an Act of Faith 

Presbyterian Office of Public Witness 

via Laura Bidon 

When the righteous are in authority, the people 

rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people 

groan. -Proverbs 29:2 (NRSV) 

With one week to go before Election Day, we 

find ourselves again facing choices and 

consequences that seem to extend beyond the 

ordinary. Across the political spectrum, we fear 

that the world we know will change beyond our 

recognition. Or we fear that the change our 

country desperately needs will never come. But 

our faith is not founded on fear. Rather, it is a 

faith of hope and of action.  And the action that 

all of us need to take on Election Day is to enter 

our polling place, confront the choices before us, 

and vote for those candidates and those 

initiatives that will best serve God’s people on 

earth. And yet, many will not head to the polls 

on Tuesday. Some people will choose to stay 

home, even as others will face what seem to be 

insurmountable barriers to casting their vote. 

Voting is a civic duty, a sacred responsibility, 

and a natural extension of faithful action. Even 

when our problems seem too big to confront and 

our one vote seems too small to make a 

difference, it is precisely then that our 

responsibility is greatest. Those who represent 

us in government can and will make decisions 

with far-reaching implications for all people 

living in the United States, and even the world, 

particularly those who are most vulnerable.  

God has called us into this world to live out 

God’s call to be faithful, to provide compassion, 

and to seek justice for all God’s children on this 

earth. God has given to us the tools to answer 

this call. By serving those who are vulnerable, 

feeding those who are hungry, housing those 

who are homeless, and standing with those 

whose voices are not heard, we can answer this 

call.  Choosing not to vote is to turn away from 

that call. Our vote is our voice and failing to use 

that voice is equal to silence. 

To be sure, many people, especially people of 

color, people who do not speak or read English, 

people facing economic insecurity, people who 

are gender non-conforming, and people with 

disabilities will encounter barriers to voting on 

Tuesday. The systemic campaign to 

disenfranchise minority groups in the United 

States has been intentional and insidious. In 

2013, the Supreme Court in Shelby County v. 

Holder removed key portions of the 1965 Voting 

Rights Act and Congress has yet to act to replace 

the old policy with new language that will pass 

constitutional muster. Many states now also 

require a government-issued ID to be presented 

at the polls, essentially amounting to a poll tax.   

With these impediments facing our sisters and 

brothers who desire to head to the polls and 

exercise their rights, it is incumbent on those 

who can vote freely and easily to do so and to 

support those requiring assistance. Many polling 

places need volunteers and non-partisan poll 

watchers. While it might be too late to sign up 

for such a duty, check on your neighbors and 

members of your church. Offer rides to the polls 

for those who don’t have transportation.  Offer 

babysitting for the parents who need support 

with their kids. Offer support and compassion 

for those who wait in long lines, who sacrifice 

much needed income by taking time off work to 

exercise their right to vote. 

Your vote is your voice – don’t give it up! 
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS (and of those around 

you)! You Have the Right to... 

•    Receive a Ballot 

If you are a registered voter, but your name is 

not on the rolls, you have the right to request a 

provisional ballot. 

•    Use an Accessible Polling Place 

If you are a person with physical disabilities 

and/or in need of language translation, you must 

be provided with accommodations and 

assistance in voting. 

•    Review a Sample Ballot Before Voting 

If you want to see a sample ballot in order to 

help you vote properly, you are entitled to do so. 

•    Cast a Vote As Long As You Arrive Before the 

Poll Closes 

If you are in line before the polls close, you are 

entitled to vote, no matter how long it may take. 

•    Have Your Vote Count 

If you fail to vote in some of the races on the 

ballot or if there is an error on your ballot and 

you fill out a provisional ballot instead, your vote 

must still be counted. 

If you experience or witness voter 

disenfranchisement, call: 1-866-OUR-VOTE  

or for Spanish language services,  

1-888-VE-Y-VOTA 

To find out more about voting rights or to find 

links to information specific to your state, visit 

the Lawyers’ Committee on Civil Rights or Rock 

the Vote. 

For Presbyterian resources on voting, please 

visit our blog. 

 
 

An Update from Helping Hands 

James Fraser, President 

Dear friends and supporters of Helping Hands, 

These are certainly interesting times at Helping 

Hands, and these past few weeks have given me 

a much greater appreciation of all the work our 

founder, Raoul Cansino, did on behalf of the 

homeless folk in Rockland County.  His 

commitment, effort, energy, enthusiasm and 

sheer hard work are so much more in evidence 

to me.  He’s certainly a hard, if not impossible, 

act to follow. 

While losing Raoul to California’s enticements 

was a blow for us, that blow was compounded 

when Ya’el Williams resigned from his post of 

Executive Director, effective September 1.  His 

departure certainly left a hole in our 

organization, but he will not be returning. 

But “the beat goes on”; and in response to Ya’el’s 

departure, our staff, led now by Anna Kobelka, 

has stepped up and we are continuing to operate 

the Outreach Center, our Rapid Rehousing 

program and the breakfast program.   

Last winter, as you know, Rockland County 

provided a “Warming Center” for the homeless, 

which we were privileged to operate.  It proved 

to be a very different experience from the Safe 

Haven program we had initiated fourteen years 

ago and which had so successfully provided 

http://capwiz.com/pcusa/utr/1/CANXBBVNFGH/OAMXBBVNFGM/11762442316
http://capwiz.com/pcusa/utr/1/CANXBBVNFGH/JMWOBBVNFGN/11762442316
http://capwiz.com/pcusa/utr/1/CANXBBVNFGH/JMWOBBVNFGN/11762442316
http://capwiz.com/pcusa/utr/1/CANXBBVNFGH/ONHCBBVNFGO/11762442316
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warmth and hospitality to our guests over those 

years.  

For this coming season, the County has asked 

another organization, Catholic Charities, to 

operate the Center; and while we are 

disappointed not to be able to build on the 

experience of the inaugural season, we wish 

them well and have offered whatever assistance 

they might need.  Those of you who wish to 

continue volunteering at the Center should 

contact LuAnn Kelley at Catholic Charities at 

luann.kelley@archny.org. 

Despite this setback, Helping Hands is still very 

much in business. We are here to help the 

homeless of Rockland County, and we fully 

intend to continue with that mission.  We 

learned last winter that not every homeless 

person was comfortable going to the Warming 

Center, and we want to explore ways to meet 

that situation.  In addition to our own thoughts 

on this subject, we welcome any thoughts and 

suggestions that might occur to you.   

 

Eating Through the Church Cookbook 

From Nancy Jacobs 

This week, Mark (my husband) used our new 

meat grinder for the first time, so I quickly 

gathered recipes for ground beef. Among my 

recipe books, I found NHPC's 1999 "Requested 

Recipes from the English Church". I tagged some 

possibilities for ground beef recipes. 

This morning, as I ate breakfast, I looked at the 

recipes I'd tagged.  And then I looked at the 

pages after that.   I viewed the little pictures 

(lovingly - and sometimes humorously - drawn 

by Bob Greenhalgh specifically for that book). I 

read the short psalms that editor Barbara Hurley 

included between the recipes. I noted the names 

of people submitting the recipes (many of whom 

have moved away or passed on). I read little 

poems - some of which were written by members 

of the poetry group who used to meet in our 

"Colonial Room".  I read the editorials written by 

Bob Greenhalgh and Barbara Hurley. The 

experience was heart-warming - as well as 

spiritually edifying.  

I also noted a couple typos in the recipes I had 

submitted. (Uh oh! What can I do to fix that?!)  I 

remembered that Laura McCarthy (she and her 

family lived in Rockland for a few years) made a 

very nice low-cal Cherry Tortoni, and that choir 

director Sandy Miller always made a 

scrumptious Chocolate Brownie Cake for the 

yearly choir Christmas parties she hosted at her 

home.  I wondered what Mrs. Ottinger's Tomato 

Soup Cake would taste like; Tomato Soup in a 

cake? I considered the origin of "Yellow Easter 

Cheese", which simply said "Cirak" by the title.  I 

considered "Chilled Yogurt Soup (Ab-Doogh-

Khiar...)", which I had made and liked, and 

thought was an old Dutch recipe.  That was - 

until my cousin's Persian husband served it to 

me in California. I later learned—through the 

Internet—that it is a well-loved Persian recipe.  I 

wondered how long Barbara Hurley's Tutti 

Fruitti could exist in a "cool place", simply 

because it contained a cup of brandy. I wondered 

who served Richard Quinn the "Holiday Relish" 

for which he submitted the recipe.  I wondered 

how Terry Lucas - or Nancy Jacobs, actually - 

could afford all the expensive ingredients in a 

Shrimp and Crab Bisque that only serves four 

people (and how delectable it must be with all 

that shrimp and crab in it). I recalled the Trutas 

(Sweet Potato Pies) that Barbara Zacheis still 

sometimes makes.  

And there were so many recipes for which I 

wondered, "How does this one taste?"   And then 

I thought, "Wouldn't it be cool to make some of 

these things for the Coffee Hour after the 

Sunday Church service!" 

If this piques your interest as well, let’s talk 

some Sunday. 


