
 

 

Thanks to the Fellowship team for our summer picnic! 

 

 

 

  

 

“The Carriage Stone” is the Newsletter of 

The New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 

484 New Hempstead Road, New City, NY 10956 

The Reverend Doctor Lori Knight-Whitehouse, Pastor 

 

Office: (845) 354-2372            E-mail:  office@nhpchurch.org 

Web:  nhpchurch.org     Look for us on Facebook!  

Administrative Assistant:  Kristen Rabeler  

   

Newsletter Editor:  

    Robert Philhower 

Next Deadline:   

            Sunday, August 23 

             (Colgate arrival day!) 

Submissions: in my mailbox  

or e-mail to 

carriagestone@nhpchurch.org 
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A Big Thank You 
 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to the capital funds campaign. Pam 

Fink did a wonderful job of spearheading this drive for us. As of today (Monday, June 15, 2015) 

we are only a few thousand dollars away from our goal of $160,000. Meeting this goal means 

that we can continue and broaden our mission in Rockland County, and have a fund for those 

emergencies that arise on an old and historic property. 

The Mission statement of New Hempstead Church is: 

We are a diverse congregation of about 100 members serving central Rockland County, New 

York. We are joined in our belief that the church is called to be the continuing presence of Christ 

in the world. We do this by tending to the spiritual needs of our members and friends, and by 

working together for the health of our community and the world. We affirm our relationship to 

the Presbyterian Church (USA) family and live our mission by: 

• Respecting differences and spiritually embracing all members of the community, 

regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, religion or sexual orientation; 

• Worshipping inclusively with joy, music, and expression of our varied cultures; 

• Nurturing one another in Christian development and spiritual growth; 

• Partnering with community organizations in mission to help those in need and 

promote social justice; 

• Supporting world-wide efforts toward peacemaking, hunger and homeless relief, self-

development of people, and Christian educational ministries; 

• Using our buildings, grounds and facilities for the benefit of the community; 

• Preserving our rich history while continuing to serve the community of which we are a 

part. 

Your generous contribution to this capital campaign will make it possible for us to live into our 

mission even more fully. 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 

to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 

it to me.’       Matthew 25:40 

Grace and Peace, 
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Summer News from Helping Hands 

Although Safe Haven is not active in the summer 

months, the folks at Helping Hands remain busy 

advocating for much-needed housing for the 

homeless of Rockland County. The following 

article is a recent Facebook posting from 

Helping Hands: 

“On Tuesday June 30th, Helping Hands 

spoke about rising homelessness in 

Rockland at a meeting of the county 

legislature's Multi-Services Committee. Just 

over the last two cold seasons, 30% more 

people have come to Helping Hands for 

shelter.  

186 men and women were in the Safe Haven 

this last winter and spent a total of 4,612 

nights there—far more than ever before. 

More and more of the homeless we are 

serving—especially parolees and the 

mentally ill who have behavioral 

difficulties—need to be placed in housing if 

they are to have any chance of stabilizing 

their lives.  

Representatives of the Departments of 

Social Services and Mental Health were 

there as well and confirmed that housing is 

scarce for homeless and mentally ill 

residents. I told the committee about our 

experience with "Michael," who spent 

months in the Safe Haven, despite a 

documented traumatic brain injury that 

made him vulnerable to violent mood 

swings.  

This young man, who could barely control 

his limbs or his speech because of the 

neurological damage he had suffered, had 

been denied housing in the county due to 

his unpredictable behavior. Yet he was a 

native of Rockland, a graduate of Spring 

Valley High School who knew every street in 

the county (he was my "navigator" through 

the byways of Rockland whenever I drove 

him to the Safe Haven).  

Is the only place for such a disabled person 

really the Safe Haven, which operates only 

overnight, only half the year and cannot 

provide mental health services? As soon as 

possible, we hope to meet with DSS, Mental 

Health and the County to find solutions. In 

the meantime, concerned citizens should 

speak to their representatives. People like 

Michael need housing now!” 

   

Congratulations to Tommy Smith, who 
completed his Associates Degree at RCC this 
spring. Tommy is starting his junior year at 
Binghamton University in Binghamton, New 
York in the fall. 

Congratulations to Naomi Philhower, who 
graduated from Nyack High School this year and 
will be attending Colgate University in 
Hamilton, New York in the fall. 

Congratulations to Mandy Quatch, who 
graduated from Ramapo High School this year 
and will be attending Ithaca College in Ithaca, 
New York in the fall. 

Congratulations to Katherine Witte, who 
graduated from Nyack High School this year and 
will be attending Messiah College in 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania in the fall. 

Their departure leaves a major void in the youth 
group and while we will carry on, we will miss 
them.  
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Remember the Homeless this Summer! 

If you are visiting hotels or resorts this summer, 

remember that the complimentary toiletries 

provided in most hotels are perfect for our Safe 

Haven Hygiene kits!   

On your next shopping trip, pick up an extra 

item for the homeless. Drop it off in the Colonial 

Room, and we’ll use it at next season’s Safe 

Havens.   

The following items are always needed – 

individual sizes, please: 

• Toothbrushes 

• Tooth Paste 

• Disposable Razors 

• Shaving Cream 

• Socks 

• Deodorant 

• Wash Clothes 

• Shampoo 

• Hand Soap 

• Tissues 

• Combs OR Brushes 

• Lip Balm 

• Hand Lotion 

 

Questions? Contact Laura Bidon, Mission Chair 

  
  

 

 

 

News from Pam Fink, Chair of the 
Capital Campaign Committee 

The Capital Campaign is winding down and we 

have reached our goal of $160,000! The success 

of this campaign would not have been possible 

without the hard work of the Campaign 

Committee members – Dave Hoag, Janine Kallé, 

Syenni Lucas, Laura Metallo Bidon and Mark 

Zacheis. Each of them assembled a group of 

volunteers to help carry out the tasks required to 

move the campaign ahead. It never ceases to 

amaze me how this congregation will step up to 

do a job when called upon. To quote Helen 

Keller, “Alone we can do so little, together we 

can do so much.” For everyone who played a role 

in the campaign, we give our sincere thanks – 

good work! 

But now the fun begins as we start on our list of 

projects. The first job will be to replace the 

Sanctuary carpeting, which should occur in the 

next few weeks. We’ll be sure to take lots of 

“before and after” pictures to document the 

progress of the work. 

And there is one final reminder for those of you 

who made a pledge to the Capital Campaign. If 

you haven’t received your pledge envelopes, they 

are in the narthex ready to be picked up. You 

may start fulfilling your pledge at this time. 

Thank you all for making a commitment that 

will keep our church and its mission going 

strong. 
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Thank You 

From Helping Hands 

Dear Rev. Whitehouse, 

Please extend our thanks to the youth group of 

New Hempstead Presbyterian Church for 

conducting a Homeless for a Night event and 

raising $735 for Helping Hands. 

Without the help of people like you, we couldn’t 

have served the record numbers of men and 

women who came to Helping Hands last winter 

for help—178 homeless guests who found shelter 

in the Safe Haven (which provided 4,108 

overnight stays) and hundreds more who came 

to the Thomas McCabe Outreach Center in 

Spring Valley for case management, clothing, 

laundry and showers during the day. 

With the improving economy, we have been 

hoping that the number of people needing 

emergency shelter and assistance would 

diminish. Unfortunately, this has not been the 

case. The reason is simple—even if they are 

working, our guests don’t earn enough to afford 

housing in Rockland County. 

Jobs and housing are the twin solutions to 

ending homelessness in Rockland. Our guests 

are willing and able to work, and our long-term 

plan is to create affordable housing to help them 

regain their footing as productive citizens. 

Thank you for partnering in this mission. 

Sincerely, 

Raoul Cansino 

President and Founder, Helping Hands 

Interfaith Coalition for the Homeless 


