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400,000 Strong!
The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it (Psalm 24:1)

Sunday, Sept 21, 2014—the Peoples’ Climate Change March in Manhattan. I have never been in
such a huge crowd before. Eleven of us from New Hempstead Presbyterian Church were there—
including one of our youngest family members, Kelly Ann Pomavilla! At one point, an absolute
wave of sound made its way from the back of the march to the front. It was a rallying cry for a
hurting planet. We didn’t all march together (some were with the Sierra Club) and we did get
separated from the Hudson River Presbyterians (Howard and I were with Kryste, and she had
the car keys; we stuck to her like glue!)
It was great to be part of something so much bigger than I am, marching together for the health
of God’s creation. Our own PC,USA voted to study divesting our holdings in fossil fuel
companies. I personally hope that we do this: I am very uncomfortable with parts of my pension
being invested in something so devastating to the world that God created and loves, and Jesus
died for.
We are doing this for biblical and Theological reasons. “The warning in Scripture that ‘the wages
of sin is death’ could not be more literally true than it is in the case of fossil fuels….Climate
change poses a catastrophic threat, and as stewards of God’s creation we simply must act, ” says
Rev. Serene Jones, a PC, USA minister and the president of Union Theological Seminary in
Manhattan.
The following website is just one of many which have some suggestions about reversing climate
change. It’s not too late, but the door is closing fast.
http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/green-science/reverse-global-warming.htm
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An Update on Jarrod Crockett
Our grandson Jarrod Crockett completed his
Boren National Security Fellowship ending a
year of Arabic study in Amman, Jordan this past
June.
We thank you for your prayers for his safety
during his stay in the Middle East.

Peacemaking Offering to Benefit
Local Veterans

We celebrated Jarrod’s safe return and
successful completion of study with a cookout at
our home this past July and enjoyed your
company.

This year, the local portion of our Peacemaking
Offering will benefit “Homes for Heroes of
Rockland County,” a not-for-profit organization
that is working to build affordable housing for
homeless and disabled veterans on the former
Camp Shanks site in Tappan, NY. Fifty-two
apartments — all handicapped accessible — are
planned for the 14.5-acre site. Phase 1, which
includes eight apartments, was opened last
November. The second phase calls for 20
additional apartments to be built. You can help
support this effort by giving generously to the
Peacemaking Offering, to help ensure that no
one who has served their country is homeless.

You, our church family, have been enthusiastic
and supportive of Jarrod’s endeavors and we
appreciate you all for your prayers, your
concerns and other kind considerations.
Some of you have expressed interest in what
Jarrod plans to do next.
Jarrod has resumed his studies at Seton Hall
University and is on track to earn his Masters in
Public Administration this December. As part of
his curriculum he is doing an internship working
for the Arab American Association of New York,
located in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. He is the
coordinator for their citizenship program and
helps prepare community members to take the
U.S. Citizenship Exam. He also teaches English
as a second language, manages volunteers and
provides casework assistance.

Rockland Homes for Heroes is a private, nonprofit organization and is a joint venture
between Joseph’s Home Inc. and the Rockland
Housing Action Coalition.
http://www.rocklandhomesforheroes.com/

As a recipient of a National Security Fellowship,
he has incurred a service obligation to the U.S.
Government, which will have to fulfill within the
next 36 months. He will be required to apply for
a position within the U.S. National Security
establishment, such as the Department of
Defense, Homeland Security or State (his
preference).
Once Jarrod satisfies this one year obligation he
will be free to pursue his choice of career.
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Our Talented
Congregation

Sunday School Change
The Sunday school is regrouping to move the
class back to 11:15 AM in the Murchison Hall
classroom, after the children’s experience during
Worship. Classes are cancelled for October 5 and
will resume October 12 at 11:15. Special thanks to
Pauline Mattis for her dedication and leadership.

Jane Craig Sebok
For the month of October, we
have two listings. Remember
to let me know when you have performances
coming up, either at janesebok20@gmail.com,
or during coffee hour.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Responds to
Humanitarian Crisis in Iraq

Here are the listings for October:

October 18, 25 at 7:30 PM
October 19, 26 at 3 PM
November 1 at 7:30 PM
November 2 at 3:00 PM

Violence spread rapidly as the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS)
began to take over portions of northern and
western Iraq in August 2014. As many as a
million people are displaced, fleeing Mosul and
other cities.

Barbara Zacheis – Hudson Lyric Opera,
“La Boheme.”
Trinity Methodist Church, East Main Street,
Stony Point, NY.

Iraq was already responding to the ongoing
crisis where almost 220,000 Syrian refugees had
sought refuge in the same region.

October 26, 3 PM – Jane Sebok,
New Westchester Symphony Orchestra,
“Intergenerational Concert.”
White Plains High School, 550 North Street,
White Plains, NY.

Pastor Lori’s Continuing Education
The pastor will be in New Mexico for continuing
education from September 29 through
October 5. During her absence, Ed Garcia will
be coordinating pastoral care and the Rev. Scott
Ramsey will be on call.

PDA is supporting our partner The National
Evangelical Church of Iraq in providing food,
water, clothing, fuel, hygiene items, and bedding
to those most in need and in helping those who
are displaced to find housing and employment.

Margery Rossi will be preaching and leading
worship October 5 (World Communion Sunday).

Blessing of the Pets

PDA will also respond in cooperation with and
as a member of ACT Alliance, which has already
been working in informal camps to provide
hygiene and sanitation kits, food packages and
emergency shelters.

The Blessing of the Pets will be held Saturday,
October 11 in the Sanctuary at 4 PM. Bring your
small pets (in cages or on leashes) and celebrate
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
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Holiday Boutique
Our second annual holiday boutique will be
Saturday, December 6 from 10 AM to 5 PM. Our
fundraising committee chaired by Pam Fink is
organizing it. Tables will be available for vendors
at $25 per table/space. If anyone would like to
be a vendor, know someone who would be
interested or would like to donate to the church
craft table they can contact Kristen Rabeler at
the church office: (845) 354-2372 or
newhempstead@yahoo.com

The fundraising committee is putting together a
cookbook to sell at the boutique in December. If
you have favorite recipes you want to have
included, send them to Pam. And, if you are
willing to help collating the submissions and
maybe testing some out, contact Pam as well.

Here is a musical puzzle submitted by Nancy Jacobs
“Do You Know Your Hymns?”

___ The Dentist’s Hymn

a. He Touched Me

___ The Weatherman’s Hymn

b. Sweet Bye and Bye

___ The Contractor’s Hymn

c. Send the Light

___ The Tailor’s Hymn

d. Crown Him with Many Crowns

___ The Golfer’s Hymn

e. I Surrender All

___ The Politician’s Hymn

f. There Shall be Showers of Blessings

___ The Optometrist’s Hymn

g. I’ve Got a Mansion Just Beyond the Hilltop

___ The IRS Agent’s Hymn

h. The Church’s One Foundation

___ The Gossip’s Hymn

i. Holy, Holy, Holy

___ The Electrician’s Hymn

j. The Great Physician

___ The Shopper’s Hymn

k. Standing on the Promises

___ The Realtor’s Hymn

l. Open My Eyes That I Might See

___ The Massage Therapist’s Hymn

m. Pass It On

___ The Doctor’s Hymn

n. There’s a Green Hill Far Away
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