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Thank You 
 

Resurrection Blessings! This is a very short newsletter column to say “thank you” to our 

wonderful church family for all of the kindness you have shown to me and to Howard this last 

month. Your prayers for us when we had to leave suddenly for England buoyed us up and kept 

us going. Your loving concern for me when I came home sick was a reminder of God’s love at a 

time when I really needed it. 

I promise a proper column next month. Until then, let us praise God for the joy that is ours in 

the Resurrection life given to us in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Due to Pastor Lori’s unanticipated travel, the Gun 

Violence and Gospel Values Lenten workshop had to 

be re-scheduled. The third meeting will take place on 

Sunday, May 4 after Worship. We will view the video 

Trigger, which was produced by the PC(USA). 

All are invited to attend whether or not you could 

come to the earlier sessions. 
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Spring Appeal from  
Helping Hands/Safe 

Haven 

From Laura Metallo-Bidon 

"When we came to you all, we had no shoes. If it 

wasn't for this place, I don't know where we'd be 

right now." — Dennis, a former Safe Haven guest 

speaking of himself and his partner Gail, who 

had spent winter nights sleeping in a heating 

duct before they found Helping Hands. 

For ten years now, Helping Hands has provided 

“safe haven” – a hot meal and a warm place to 

sleep in a house of worship – to anyone in the 

county who needs it. This season, the Safe 

Haven opened on November 14, with a “normal” 

beginning of twenty or so nightly guests. When 

the storms began, people were driven to us in 

unprecedented numbers:  from January through 

March, we had thirty to forty guests each night; 

and on one extraordinarily cold evening in 

February, forty-six men and women found 

shelter with us.  

Over 85% of our cash income comes from 

private sources – compassionate individuals like 

yourself, local businesspeople and 

denominational grants – with a modest (and 

ever-diminishing) grant from our fiscally 

stressed county government. The work we do is 

too important to carry out alone. We need the 

support of good people like you, just as those in 

need, like Dennis and Gail, turn to us for help. 

Please give – your generous donation will help 

us realize these goals. 

Donations can be mailed to Helping Hands, P.O. 

Box 240, Nyack, NY 10960. 

Best wishes for an abundant (and snow-free) 

spring, 

  

Sincerely yours, 

  

Raoul Cansino, President and Founder 

Our Talented 
Congregation 

Jane Craig Sebok 

For the month of June, we have 

two listings. Remember to let me 

know when you have 

performances coming up, either at 

janesebok20@gmail.com,  

or during coffee hour. 

Here are the listings for June: 

June 8, 4:00 PM – Sue Rentz, Rockland 

Camerata along with Rockland 

Conservatory, Clarkstown Reformed 

Church, West Nyack, NY. “Mass for the 

Children” by John Rutter.  

 

June 22, 3:00 PM – Jane Craig Sebok, 

Rockland County Concert Band, 

Rockland Community Cultural Arts 

Center, 145 College Rd., Suffern, NY. 

 

In addition, here are some upcoming events in 

May: 

 

May 4, 4:00 PM – Barbara Zacheis, 

Adelphi Chamber Orchestra, River Dell 

Regional High School, Oradell, NJ. 

“Nature and Mystery: A Spring 

Celebration.”  

 

May 17, 6:30 PM – Jane Craig Sebok, 

Rockland County Concert Band, St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Church, Tuxedo Park, 

NY. Fund-Raising Benefit for the 

Community Food Pantry. 

 

May 17, 8:00 PM – Barbara Zacheis, 

Hudson Valley Symphonic Wind 

Ensemble, Kusel Auditorium, Sleepy 

Hollow High School, Sleepy Hollow, NY.  
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May 22, 7:30 PM - Karl Witte, 

Katherine Witte and Naomi 

Philhower – Nyack High School, Nyack 

NY. Spring Concert. 

 

May 29, 7:30 PM - Karl Witte, 

Katherine Witte and Naomi 

Philhower – Nyack High School, Nyack 

NY. Spring Concert.  

 

Getting to Know Stony Point Center 

From Laura Metallo-Bidon 

Last year, New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 

was proud to participate in the “Family 

Partnership Initiative” with Stony Point Center, 

to support local families left homeless by 

Hurricane Sandy. This was a rich and rewarding 

experience, and has led to a special friendship 

with the Mazariega Family of Stony Point, as 

well as staff of the Stony Point Center.   

As a community, we are so lucky to have Stony 

Point Center as a resource, right here in 

Rockland County. The Center does so much 

more than sponsor conferences and retreats. Did 

you know that Stony Point Center is home to the 

Community of Living Traditions—a multi-faith 

community dedicated to the practice and study 

of hospitality, non-violence and justice? Or that 

Stony Point Center is in the process of building 

an Arts Center? Or that they are committed to 

locally sourced food and actually grow much of 

the fresh produce that is served in their kitchen? 

To help us get to know Stony Point Center a little 

bit better, here is an excerpt from their website 

describing their farming project, funded in part 

from the Presbyterian Hunger Program (your 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” gifts in action!): 

“After gardening for a few years, the Stony 

Point Center’s farming project was launched 

in the spring of 2013 thanks to a generous 

grant from the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program. Nearly one full acre of land is now 

devoted to agricultural production at Stony 

Point Center. We grow dozens of varieties of 

crops that are served seasonally in our 

dining hall and are committed to 

sustainable farming practices, which means 

(among many other things) that we do not 

rely on synthetic pesticides or fertilizers to 

produce food. Instead, we focus on building 

healthy soils to support our crops. In order 

to do so, we raise livestock and compost our 

food waste as part of our farming system to 

help increase soil fertility in our gardens. All 

are welcome to visit Stony Point Center’s 

farm anytime!” 

                     

To learn more about Stony Point Center, visit 

their website at  

http://stonypointcenter.org/ 


