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Forsythia and the Promises of God 
It’s been a trying couple of weeks. The bombing in Boston and the subsequent manhunt; the 

explosion in West, Texas; and earthquake in China; floods in the Midwestern part of the US—all 

these events can ratchet up the anxiety that seems to be part and parcel of living in the 21st 

century. 

To top it off, Spring has been very slow to come. The warmth of the sun, the new green leaves on 

the trees seem to have been delayed. 

But finally, the Forsythia—the Yellowbells, as my Dad calls them, are blooming. Massive spills of 

golden sunshine now fill the lot next to the church. The median of the Palisades Parkway down 

toward New Jersey is a riot of gold. Finally—a sign that winter is over! Once I see Forsythia, I 

feel I can breathe again after a long winter. 

The Church is still in the season of Eastertide. We continue to celebrate Christ’s conquest over 

sin, death and Satan. This is our Christian hope:  no matter how bleak the news reports, Jesus 

lives. Our destiny is secured. “Everything will be okay in the end. If it’s not okay, it’s not the 

end.” This is the best statement of Christian eschatology (That’s a big theological word that 

means ‘last things”) that I know of. 

This is not to suggest that life is not difficult and fraught with tragedy and hardship. It is to say 

that God has the final word. And we can rest assured in that, in God’s promises that peace and 

justice will indeed roll down like waters, an ever-flowing stream.   

 

Molten golden sun. 

Yellowbell gold pours downhill. 

Darkness can’t kill light. 

 

May it be so. Amen.   
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Tag Sale 

From Pam Fink 

The annual church tag sale will be held rain or 

shine on Saturday, May 18 from 9 AM to 2 PM 

on the Great Lawn. To have a successful sale, we 

need stuff – lots of stuff- to offer for sale. As you 

do your spring cleaning or re-organize your 

closets and you wind up with a pile of things that 

you don’t know what to do with, we’d be glad to 

take unwanted items off your hands – 

electronics, books, appliances, furniture, 

clothing, etc. Just bring it to the church by 

Friday, May 17 and we’ll put it in the sale. 

We are also looking for volunteers to staff the 

tables, bakers to make and sell baked goods, and 

grill masters to cook hot dogs and hamburgers. 

There will be a sign up sheet in the Colonial 

Room to volunteer to help. Let’s make this the 

best tag sale ever! 

 

Church Open House 

Saturday May 18 is also the day of the Sacred 

Sites Open House sponsored by the New York 

Landmarks Conservancy. Congregations 

throughout the state will open their doors so 

visitors can experience them first-hand. NHPC 

will be open for guided tours during the tag sale.  

Take the time to invite any neighbors who are 

interested in the building but who have shied 

away from visiting on a Sunday with you. 

 

Letter from Helping Hands 

Dear Friends of Helping Hands, 

Our ninth Safe Haven season is now ended. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of hundreds of 

volunteers, all the generous folks in houses of 

worship all over the county, and our hard-

working staff (yes, now, with a part-time case 

worker and a part-time driver in addition to 

Jean-Max, we have a "staff"), once again we've 

accomplished something that did not exist 

before Helping Hands--a safe place for people to 

sleep at night when all else fails (not to mention 

the nourishing meals). 

Although the Safe Haven is now closed (until 

November), our work is far from done. Jean-

Max and Laila (our new case worker) will be 

working every day in our Outreach Center (in 

the United Church of Spring Valley) to assist the 

homeless, offering free clothing and toiletries, 

showers, counseling, referrals and encouraging 

words to people facing daunting obstacles in 

their lives. 

Please support their efforts with your generous 

donations. Through May, we are hoping to raise 

$40,000, which will go a long way toward 

covering our many costs (salaries, rent, vehicles, 

insurance, supplies for the Safe Haven and 

more). Every dollar that you give will help in our 

life-saving enterprise. 

Donations can be made through our website: 

www.rocklandhelpinghands.org 

or by mail: 

Helping Hands 

P.O. Box 240 

Nyack, NY 10960 

Thank you for your support. 

Wishing you a peaceful and joyous spring, 

 

Raoul Cansino 

President 
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Pentecost Offering 2013 

In Memory of Charles Martin 

Each year, your gifts to the Pentecost Offering 

benefit youth development programs of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). A portion of this 

offering is kept by our congregation for use on 

behalf of children at risk. This year, our portion 

of the offering will be dedicated to “Heifer 

International” in loving memory of Charles 

Martin, a beloved member of NHPC who was 

devoted to the children and youth of our church 

and our community. 

Charles, who passed away in October after a long 

illness, served as a deacon, elder, youth group 

leader and Sunday school teacher at NHPC. His 

devotion to children extended to the entire 

community—he mentored several children at 

Summit Park Elementary School. He received 

honors from the Rockland County Mentor 

Program and the Town of Ramapo’s African 

Heritage Council. Working with a number of 

team parents, he initiated the Touchdown Club 

for the Spring Valley High School Football team. 

He devoted his time to youth development, and 

his life served as a model for future generations.  

Charles was also committed to the work of 

“Heifer International,” which provides tangible, 

in-kind gifts to promote health and end hunger 

for children around the world. Karen Martin 

recently told us that this was one of Charles’ 

favorite charities, because it provides a hand-up, 

not just a handout, to children and their 

families. The gifts provided by your donations to 

“Heifer International” provide chickens, cows, 

goats and agricultural products that give families 

not only a reliable source of food, but also a 

reliable source of income. Milk from cows, honey 

from bees or eggs from chickens can be both 

shared within the community and sold at 

market, allowing multiple children and their 

families to benefit from your gifts.   

In the weeks ahead, we will be asking the 

children of NHPC to select our gifts from the 

“Heifer International” catalog. A gift of $20 can 

provide a family with a flock of chicks, a flock of 

ducks, or a share of a llama. $50 provides a 

share of a heifer and $60 provides tree 

seedlings. $120 provides a sheep and $300 can 

provide a community with the gift of clean 

water. Please prayerfully consider your gift, in 

memory of Charles.  

Pentecost Sunday is May 19. This is a real, 

concrete way to share our gifts to benefit 

children around the world, and to pay tribute to 

Charles for his commitment to the health and 

well-being of all God’s children.  

 

Pentecost Offering 2013 –  

Where your dollars go: 

40%   to “Heifer International” in memory of 

Charles Martin and his commitment to 

child and youth development; 

25%   to support  PC(USA) ministries with 

youth aged 12 -18; 

25%   Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 

opportunities of PC(USA); 

10%   PC (USA) General Assembly child 

advocacy ministries.  

Please give generously. Your dollars really do 

make a difference! 
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Vacation Bible 
School 

Summer is coming 

sooner than you think 

and that means VBS is 

coming! Hold the date! 

Vacation Bible School 

this year will be hosted 

by us at New Hempstead 

from July 22—25. 

Germonds and other 

churches may be 

participating as well. 

More information will be coming, contact 

Pauline Mattis to learn more or to help with 

planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revealing Errors 

Although it hasn’t been updated in many years, 

one of my favorite sites on the internet was 

revealingerrors.com. The content is not nearly so 

risqué as the title sounds. The site pointed out 

how little mistakes can reveal the hidden ways in 

which people use technology or vice versa. 

When people send me articles for the newsletter 

(and I’m so grateful that you do!), the text is 

often carefully formatted. And, the authors may 

suppose that I will copy and paste their content 

directly into the newsletter. 

However, to give the pages that consistent look 

that pleases my eye, I copy just the text and re-

create the formatting myself. In this way, every 

article uses my preferred font (Georgia) and the 

text is consistent in small ways that probably 

only I would notice. 

From time-to-time, I make a mistake, such as 

the one I made in the last issue. In her column, 

Lori did not want to merely thank Laura Metallo 

Bidon for planning and leading the Helping 

Hands project. She wanted to thank  

Laura Metallo Bidon  

in text large enough that King George could read 

it without his spectacles on. I missed that 

formatting. 

The Carriage Stone regrets the error. 

I have wanted to say that for years! 


