
 

 

 

 

“The Carriage Stone” is the Newsletter of 

The New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 

484 New Hempstead Road, New City, NY 10956 

The Reverend Doctor Lori Knight-Whitehouse, Pastor 

 

Office: (845) 354-2372            E-mail:  office@nhpchurch.org 

Web:  nhpchurch.org     Look for us on Facebook!  

Administrative Assistant:  Varje Snyder  

   

Pastor 

Pastor’s Message .............. 2 

Worship and Music 

The Piano ......................... 4 

Blessing of the Animals ...... 4 

Mission 

Mission Thank Yous ........... 3 

Season of Peace................ 4 

Youth Food Drive .............. 5 

Christian Education 

Curriculum ....................... 5 

Life of the Church 

Milestones ........................ 5 

 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

    Robert Philhower 

Next Deadline:   

            Sunday, September 23 

 

Submissions: in my mailbox  

or e-mail to 

carriagestone@nhpchurch.org 

Se
p
te
m
b
e
r 
2
0
12
 

 The English Church 



September 2012 Carriage Stone - 2 - Vol. 24, No. 7 

  

 

 

Blessed Are… 
Ah, autumn. The days get shorter and mercifully cooler. If we’ve had enough rain during the 

summer, the leaves display my favorite color palette:  golds, auburns, riotous reds and deep 

sienna browns. It’s also the time when we return to a routine broken by the vacations of 

summer. 

Here at New Hempstead, one part of the autumn routine I look forward to is Monday Night 

Bible Study. On Monday, September 10, we will begin a study of The Beatitudes (you know, the 

teachings of Jesus that begin, “Blessed are…”). We will be using the Horizons Bible Study, 

published by our denomination. The Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer Oget, PC, USA minister and 

professor of New Testament at Interdenominational Theological Seminary in Atlanta is the 

author. She says, 

The Beatitudes are some of the most loved teachings of Jesus, yet they may well be some 

of the most pointed. We sometimes miss their point, however, because we do not study 

them within their literary, historical and cultural contexts. 

 

Context is vital as we study the Bible, both the context which produced the documents, and our 

own. In any study of the Bible, we must take the next step and ask what God has for us to learn; 

ask God how we are to make the text our own, and live out from it. Our Bible isn’t just a 

collection of ancient documents. It is a collection of living documents which invite us into 

prayer, conversation and wrestling with their message. “Indeed, 

the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 

marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart”, says the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews. 

I learn so much from each of you who come and participate on 

Monday nights. I hope you will make our Bible study a part of 

your fall routine.  

(PS—We usually have interesting snacks 

to munch on as we study!)  
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The Church recently received two notes thanking 

our congregation for our generous support of 

local missions. The first is for our donation of 

hygiene kits through the youth group. 

The second is for the donations made through 

the Deacons’ ongoing “Change in the Jar” 

mission project. Once again, members of NHPC 

showed their generosity by giving to the 

Deacon’s “Change in a Jar” to benefit Helping 

Hands of Rockland County. Here is a note sent 

to all supporters earlier this summer:  

 

 

 

 

Dear New Hempstead, 

Many thanks to the parishioners of 

the New Hempstead Presbyterian 

Church for the 25 hygiene kits you 

recently donated. 

This, our eighth season of offering 

safe haven, recently ended. Despite 

the relatively mild winter, we 

experienced a heavier demand for 

our services than ever before. On 

many nights, thirty or more 

individuals sought shelter. Thanks to 

gifts such as yours, we could 

continue to offer them food, shelter, 

clothing and the knowledge that 

someone cares. 

Thank you for participating in this 

mission. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Kathy Lathrop, Secretary,  

Helping Hands Interfaith Coalition 

for the Homeless 

Dear Helping Hands Supporters, 

On behalf of our Executive Director, 

Jean-Max, and the Board of 

Directors, I’m delighted to report 

that thanks to you, this year’s annual 

matching grant appeal was an 

unqualified success. Here are the 

results: 

• The Board of Directors, 

together with 11 donors, offered the 

matching $16,000 grant, 

• Eight houses of worship 

donated a total of $2,870, 

• 133 individuals made 

donations totaling $13,331, 

For a grand total raised of $32,183, 

which will fund all our programs for 

three full months! 

As the state and county struggle with 

shrinking funds, we are finding 

ourselves more and more reliant on 

the generosity (both in time and 

money) of our many supporters. 

With your help, we can continue to 

relieve the distress of our most needy 

neighbors. 

Thank you for partnering in this 

mission. 

Raoul Cansino, President 
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September 9 – October 7 

From the Mission Committee 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God”  

(Matthew 5:9). 

 

Peacemaking is our calling as Christians, today 

as in every age. But how do we make peace, 

especially in a violent and conflict-ridden world?  

This year, the PC(USA) is sponsoring A Season 

of Peace from September 9 to October 7. During 

this four-week pilgrimage, which will culminate 

in the receiving of the Presbyterian Peacemaking 

Offering on Sunday, October 7, you can 

subscribe to receive emails of daily peace 

reflections and prayers to guide your journey as 

a peacemaker, a child of God.   

Visit www.pcusa.org/seasonofpeace  

to subscribe to these daily Season of Peace 

reflections, to enhance and expand your focus on 

our calling as peacemakers.   

To coincide with A Season of Peace, members of 

the NHPC Mission Committee will be creating a 

“peace prayer” bulletin board, to include 

prayers, joys, concerns and pictures of people 

and places in need of peace. We will be asking 

everyone to participate in this project, to renew 

our commitment to peacemaking in our own 

community and in our world.   

The Piano 

From Mark Zacheis 

As many of you know, the mother of Carl Sebok 

established a music fund at out church to honor 

Carl after he passed away. Carl was our director 

of music at the time of his death, and he had 

invested a great deal in us, as we did in him. He 

would bring his mother with him on holidays 

and to the choir's grand performances and we 

got used to seeing her on a regular basis. 

Carl was very interested in finding a proper 

grand piano for our church, and the initial 

purchase by that fund was the Mason and 

Hamlin grand piano that sits in our church 

sanctuary. We held a dedication concert after its 

purchase, and Mrs. Sebok was there, front and 

center. There is a small plaque on it in his honor. 

Mrs. Sebok lived to a ripe old age of over 100 but 

recently she also passed away. She didn't forget 

our church and the Carl Sebok Memorial Music 

fund, and in her will, she left her own piano to it. 

Not just any piano, Mrs. Sebok's is a seven foot, 

four inch Steinway grand, model C, built in 1907. 

It is a magnificent instrument, but it does need a 

little TLC. As of this writing, it has been removed 

from Mrs. Sebok's home and is in the care of a 

piano technician for restoration.  

We want to publicly thank the Sebok family for 

their generosity to this church over the years. 

Not just for the gifts of things, but also for their 

gifts of music and of themselves. 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals 

The Blessing of the Animals will take place on 

Saturday, October 6, at 4 PM in the Sanctuary. 

All animal lovers in the congregation are invited 

to attend. Bring your small pets and participate 

in this service of praise to God for the gift of our 

furry, finned, winged, scaled, and otherwise 

accoutered pets!
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The Youth Group would like to thank the 

congregation for its continued support of the 

People to People food pantry. The YG Food 

Drive has collected and donated 638 pounds of 

food so far this year, as of the end of July. We're 

on track to break our previous record of 1050 

pounds in one year. But the record is not 

important; what's important is that there is a 

great need out there and we want to do the best 

that we can to meet it. We encourage everyone to 

get in the habit of bringing one item of food to 

church each Sunday and for it to become second 

nature. 

Thank you.  

 

 

Congratulations to Rotih Gunawan and Min 
Yao on the birth of their daughter Alexis on  
August 14. Alexis weighed eight pounds, eight 
ounces. 

Two of our congregation are exhibiting art at the 
Finkelstein Library in Spring Valley during 
September. Kristen Rabeler is showing 
watercolors and Sarah Omer is showing 
photographs.  

Congratulations and God speed to the three 
Young Adult Volunteers who were 
commissioned during Worship on August 26. 
Piper Madison, Tricia McReynolds and 

Kaitlin Schmucker spoke and gave witness to 
the Word of God during the service. 

Congratulations to Debra Wallace (daughter 
of Bob Greenhalgh) whose photograph “Natia” 
won an award in the People category of the 2012 
Annual Open Photographic Exhibit held at the 
Ringwood Manor Association of the Arts. Her 
work is currently being shown at the Ringwood 
State Park until Wednesday, September 12. 

 

Sunday School Curriculum 

From Pauline Mattis 

The Sunday School curriculum has been chosen 

for the 2012-13 year. The theme is “Fruit of the 

Spirit” and the lessons include readings from 

throughout the Bible. 

Here are the themes and readings for 

September: 

September 9 

Acts 16:6-15; II Corinthians 5:20 

We can tell others about Jesus 

Personalize Blank Notebooks 

(Decorate with water-paint). 

September 16   

Galatians 5:22-23; I Corinthians 13 

Love is patient and kind 

Activity: Picture Frame 

September 23  

Matthew 28:1-10; Psalm 98:4 

We are filled with joy because Jesus 

Lives! 

Activities: Writing Poem of Joy 

Joy Clay sculpture 

September  30 

Galatians 5:22-23;  

I Samuel 25:1-35; Matthew 5:9 

We can be Peacemakers 

Activity: Create Peace Symbols 

 


