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Oops! 
Due to circumstances beyond our control (i.e.:  a snafu with Lori's 

computer) the pastor's column will not be run this month. It will return in 

the next edition of the Carriage Stone. 

Grace and Peace,  

 

 

 

Pentecost Offering 
For Children, Youth and Young Adults 

It’s Not too Late to Give 

On May 27, we celebrated Pentecost Sunday-- the coming of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. On 

that day, the Pentecost Offering was received. This is one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA). Your gifts to the Pentecost Offering help bring God’s transforming, redeeming love to 

children at risk, youth and young adults.   

If you haven’t already given to the Offering, it’s not too late. Here’s how your gifts will be used: 

40% of this offering is kept by our congregation for use on behalf of children at risk. This year, the 

Mission Committee has elected to donate our portion of the offering to the Martin Luther King Jr. Multi-

Purpose Center in Spring Valley. This year our support is more important than ever, as the Center 

struggles after losing funding from the village and Rockland County. Your donation to the Pentecost 

Offering can help ensure that the Center continues as a safe haven for the children and youth of our 

community.  

The remainder of the Offering is sent to the General 

Assembly Mission Council to support Presbyterian 

programs that help youth and young adults and 

advocate for children at risk. The Pentecost offering 

is a powerful opportunity to give to the future. If 

you’ve already given, thank you for your generosity. 

If not, please give generously to the Pentecost 

Offering. You can use the special envelope provided 

for this purpose, or simply note “Pentecost 

Offering” on your check. Remember that your 

dollars really do make a difference! 
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The Deacons would 

like to invite the 

congregation to 

participate in a 

mission to assist 

victims of natural 

disasters through 

Church World 

Services.  

Each year throughout the world, and in the 

United States, storms, floods, drought and fire 

bring suffering and misery to countless human 

beings. The Church World Service has long aided 

and brought comfort and assistance to those in 

need. This past year has been extremely hard for 

so many across our own country and it has been 

hard for the CWS warehouses to keep up with 

the needs of so many disasters. 

The Board of Deacons of NHPC would like to 

collect items that make up a very basic hygiene 

kit. In the face of natural disasters, violence or 

poverty, the CWS Hygiene Kits can mean the 

differences between sickness and health for 

struggling families. 

 

To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 

• one hand towel measuring approximately 

16x28''(no fingertip or bath towels) 

• one washcloth 

• one wide tooth comb 

• one nail clipper 

• one bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

• one toothbrush (in original packaging) 

• six standard size Band-Aids 

Place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with 

zipper; remove excess air from bag and seal. The 

kit must be exactly as stated with all items new 

and unused. Please do not deviate from the list. 

For your convenience, the Deacons will provide 

the one-gallon plastic bags if you do not have 

them at home. The bags can be found in the 

deacons' pantry in the Colonial Room. The 

approximate cost of the kit is $10. This 

collection will run through the month of June.  

Once again, NHPC will be able to send $100 

dollars, from Change in the Jar, to Helping 

Hands. Thanks to all of you for being so 

generous. 

 

Tag Sale 

Pam Fink, Fundraising Committee 

The annual tag sale on May 19 was a great 

success! The weather was gorgeous, our worker 

bees were out bright and early and the 

customers were ready to shop. The baked goods 

and grilled hamburgers and hot dogs were a big 

hit with everybody. Our "day at the beach" 

basket was raffled off, and the lucky winner was 

one of our Murchison Hall tenants (Mike from 

"Canine Coaching"). At the end of the day, we 

raised about $1300 for the church! 

A big thanks and congratulations to everybody 

who contributed their time, treasures and effort 

for the tag sale:  Mark, Joe, the whole Garcia 

family, Percy, Syenni, Robin, May, Walter H., 

Lona, Lori, Howard, Varje, Walter and Tom S., 

Laura, Ellen, Thomas, Terry, Donna, Jack , 

Zaida, Jane and Kryste. We even had help from 

Alice Churchwell, who came all the way from 

Florida to pitch in (just kidding — the timing 

was coincidental). Friday night Kim was there to 

help sort through the mountain of sale items, 

and she went into labor the next day - what 

dedication! Great job everyone!!!! 

 

 

Pictures 

There are a few pictures later in this issue, but 

did you know that there are more pictures on the 

Fellowship page of nhpchurch.org ?
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Meet Varje 

 

 

 

I’m Varje, if you haven't met me yet. I have been 

working as the church administrator for couple 

of months now. So far, it has been really positive 

experience.  

I’m from Estonia. It’s a little, beautiful and 

wonderful country in north Europe. Yes, 

Estonians are really proud to be Estonians. 

There is saying; how would you know that 

someone is Estonian, they will tell you that. I 

grew up in the county home with my mom, dad 

and my brother. When I was 11 years old, 

Estonians regained their independence, during 

the “singing revolution,” and a resumed their 

place in Europe and the world. There is a great 

movie about it; it’s called “The Singing 

Revolution,” which is available in U.S. After we 

had our freedom again, we were allowed to 

celebrate Christmas and travel to the western 

counties etc. In 2004, Estonia became member 

of the European Union and NATO. For now 

Estonia has become the most successful e-

countries in Europe. Skype is from Estonia. 

It’s a county where everything has human 

dimension — nothing too big or too insignificant 

to attract attention. It’s a place where history 

and the present meet in a genuine and personal 

manner. Where people are open and curious 

and, tomorrow always promises to be better 

than the previous day.  

 At the age 21, I arrived to U.S. to learn English 

and save money for school. I was au pair in 

Massachusetts. It was a great year in Boston and 

I decided to stay little longer in the States. I 

ended up in New York working as a nanny in 

Westchester County. Soon after that, I started 

college. Years went by in “New York speed.”  

Now I live in Orange County with my husband 

Jamie and my cat Nurr. I enjoy the Hudson 

Valley nature for hiking, biking and the local 

farmers markets. Since I enjoy cooking.   

At my free time, I like to create picture books, 

read and spend time with my friends. And of 

course, I'm always looking forward for a trip to 

Estonia. 

 

 

Clean-Up Day 

From Mark Zacheis 

Our thanks to all of 

those who came out 

to help with the 

spring cleaning of 

the church property.  

A number of projects 

got accomplished, 

including but not 

limited to removal of 

the last of the debris from the October 

snowstorm, cleaning out the barn, raking out 

and blowing out the lawns, washing all of the 

windows of the church and Murchison Hall, 

cleaning out of the gardens, tree and bush 

trimming, picking up trash, cleaning up the 

dumpster area, and replacing the missing 

cement on the church steps. Our grateful thanks 

to Lona, May, Syenni, Robin, Bruce, Percy, Joe, 

Barbara, Mark, Howard, Pam, Walter, and the 

gentlemen of AA. 



June 2012 Carriage Stone - 5 - Vol. 24, No. 5 

 

Murchison Hall 

From Mark Zacheis 

The second stage in the updating of Murchison 

Hall, making the entrance to the building 

handicapped assessable, has been completed. 

The old patio, the retaining wall and all of the 

concrete was torn up and hauled away. In its 

place a new retaining wall was built, one that 

retains the character of the old one but has a 

more contemporary look to it. New concrete 

was poured to create a smooth ramp from the 

parking lot to the front door. One that easily 

accepts a wheelchair. The original handrail 

was retained and a step installed to on the left 

side, and a new planter built to not only add 

beauty but to also demark the ramp from the 

steps, for safety’s sake. Below find some before 

and after pictures. Note also the Japanese 

maple tree planted where the old patio once 

was, to the right.  

Once again, we have the Buildings and 

Grounds committee and its chairperson, 

Walter Smith, to thank for such a beautiful job. 

[Mark enclosed some before & after photos for 

you to enjoy] 
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And here’s a couple from the recent 

tag sale… 


