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A New, Old Way of Being Church 
At its April meeting, our Session adopted a new Mission Statement for New Hempstead 

Presbyterian Church. (Special thanks go to Laura Bidon and the Mission Committee for this 

work.) The new statement reflects a growing understanding that we no longer engage in 

“outreach” in our community. Instead, we are missional. Note the verb “to be”:  this is not one 

thing among many that we do, it is who we are, in all aspects of our life together. Of course, this 

includes “doing”! 

Here, then is the new Mission Statement. 

 

We are a diverse congregation joined in our belief that the church is called to 

be the continuing presence of Christ in the world. We do this by tending to 

the spiritual needs of our members and friends, and by working together for 

the health of our community and the world. We affirm our relationship to the 

PC(USA) family and live our mission by: 

• Respecting differences and spiritually embracing all members of the 

community, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, religion or sexual 

orientation; 

• Worshipping inclusively with joy, music, and expression of our varied 

cultures; 

• Nurturing one another in Christian development and spiritual growth; 

• Partnering  with community organizations in mission to help those in 

need and promote social justice; 

• Supporting world-wide efforts toward peacemaking, hunger and 

homeless relief, self-development of people, and Christian educational 

ministries; 

• Using our buildings, grounds and facilities for the benefit of the 

community; 

• Preserving our rich history while continuing to serve the community of 

which we are a part.  

 



May 2012 Carriage Stone - 3 - Vol. 24, No. 4 

So, just what is the difference between an “outreach Church” and a 

“missional Church?” Here is a wonderful explanation of the difference, taken 

from the blog “Farther Out, Nearer to Us” 

[http://fartheroutnearerto.wordpress.com]   

 

OUTREACH – Assumes that God is IN the church 

as God’s primary place of redemptive activity. 

MISSIONAL – Jesus said, “I came to seek and to 

save the lost.” Assumes that Christ is both IN and 

OUTSIDE the church doing equally important and 

meaningful redemptive work. There were two lost 

sons in the story of the prodigal son  

(Luke 15:11-32). 

OUTREACH – Assumes that participation in the 

church (as institution) is participating in God’s 

primary redemptive activity. 

MISSIONAL – Assumes that participating in 

God’s present Kingdom is participating in salvation 

(Luke 4:43). 

OUTREACH – Giving from the church to the 

world – purveyor and consumer model. 

MISSIONAL – Always both the object and the 

subject of the mission all the time – object and 

subject model (Matthew 23:8). 

OUTREACH – Staffs activity from the pews. MISSIONAL – Laborers in the harvest come out 

of the harvest, not solely out of the pews.  

(Luke 10:2) 

OUTREACH – Designed to attract people to the 

church (as institution) because it is believed to be 

the place of God’s primary redemptive activity. 

MISSIONAL – Designed to enable as many 

people as possible to see the present Kingdom of 

God at work in the world and to find ways to 

connect everyone to it. The Kingdom of God is the 

place of God’s primary redemptive activity 

(Matthew 5:1-10). 

OUTREACH – Unspoken motive is to get more 

people into the pews. The people it is designed to 

get into the pews are the people being served. The 

movement is from being served into attending 

church on Sunday – Object of mission to pews. 

MISSIONAL – Unspoken motive is to make the 

Kingdom of God that is already at work in the 

world more visible to as many people as possible 

and to invite as many people as possible to 

participate in it with us. The movement is from 

object to subject of the mission and back and forth. 

Changing others and being changed by others 

(Matthew 6:10). 

OUTREACH – We serve others and invite them to 

come to “church” (Sunday worship). 

MISSIONAL – We serve others and invite them 

to serve us and others with us. Some of them, 

having had this transformation, will eventually 

worship with some of us sometimes. It’s not that 

we don’t invite people to Sunday morning worship. 

We do. It’s just that we first invite them to the feast 

of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 22:9). 
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OUTREACH – Sunday morning worship is the 

primary community activity and the place where 

the majority of service and finances go. Doing work 

outside the church is the “fruit” of worship. Doing 

work outside the church is what is “also” done and 

where the “extra” goes. 

MISSIONAL – Participation in the Kingdom of 

God in the mission is the primary community 

activity and the place where the majority of service 

and finances go. Worship is the fruit of 

participation in the mission of the Kingdom of God 

AND participation in the mission is the fruit of 

worship. Worship is everything we lift up and is not 

limited to Sunday morning ritual. There is no 

“extra.” It’s organic and all part of the same whole 

(Romans 12:1). 

OUTREACH – Receiving salvation. MISSIONAL – Participating in salvation. It’s not 

that we don’t take to heart John 3:16. We do. It’s 

just that having received salvation, the question 

becomes, “Now what?” (Luke 2:10-11)(John 15:16) 

OUTREACH – Salvation is “afterlife” oriented – 

the point is getting into heaven after we die. 

MISSIONAL – Salvation is present-oriented – the 

point is to participate in God’s present Kingdom. 

We aren’t waiting to die to get into heaven. We are 

already dead – baptized into Christ’s death and 

resurrection. The Kingdom of God is at hand. 

(Romans 6:3-4) 

 

 

The Church is no longer a seat of power, as it was even as recently as my childhood in the 1960’s. I believe 

this is a good thing; after all, we worship a God who in Jesus Christ emptied Godself of power, taking the 

form of a servant. (Phil. 2:6-7) This new, missional model suits where we are in our culture. It also takes 

its cue from the Bible, not the culture around us. Missional Church is far more akin to the way the early 

Church defined itself through its behavior, hence the “New, yet Old” aspect. 

Expect to hear more about this way of being church. A lot more! 

 

Grace and Peace,  
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Thank You for Your Generosity 

Laura Metallo-Bidon,  

Chair, Mission & Outreach Committee 

Our congregation has long participated in the 

four major denominational offerings of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). Recently, the 

Mission Committee received two letters of 

thanks from the Presbyterian General Assembly 

Mission Council, and I wanted to share these 

excerpts with you: 

“Thank you for your contribution of $775 to the 

Christmas Joy Offering. We are grateful for 

your generosity….Clearly your congregation 

takes joy in praising God’s love by sharing it 

with others. At a time when most Americans 

have been feeling the effects of the economic 

crisis, these gifts are even more important….So 

especially at this time, we thank you for your 

continued faithfulness and generosity. May the 

Spirit of thanksgiving with which you gave 

continue to overflow abundantly within both 

your own lives and the life of your 

congregation.” 

 

And, in response to the Peacemaking Offering:  

“Thank you for your gift of $316.50 to the 

Peacemaking Offering….As Christians, we long 

for a more just and peaceful world—where the 

worth of every person is valued, where greed no 

longer rules and hunger no longer results, 

where bullets and bombs no longer devastate… 

We thank you for your peacemaking ministries 

and for your support that enables the PC(USA)’s 

ministries for peace. May Christ’s peace be with 

you as you continue your good work as his 

faithful followers.” 

 

On behalf of the Mission Committee, thank you 

for your generosity and ongoing support of these 

important Presbyterian ministries. Let us 

continue to give with joy and thanksgiving, for 

we have been richly blessed! 

Tag Sale 

Pam Fink, Fundraising Committee 

It’s time once again for our annual church tag 

sale! The sale will be held on Saturday May 19, 

from 9 AM –2 PM out on the Great Lawn.  

To have a really successful sale, we need your 

help. First, look in your closets and drawers at 

home for any items that you don’t want or need 

any more that you’d be willing to donate to the 

sale. Items may include furniture, housewares, 

appliances and electronics (in working 

condition), clothing, books, trinkets – pretty 

much anything that isn’t nailed down. Please 

bring your donations to the church no later than 

noon on May 18.  

Next, we need volunteers to help sort the 

“treasures” on Friday evening before the sale, 

and also people to staff the tables during the 

sale. We also need volunteers to bake things for 

selling, and volunteers for grilling hot dogs and 

hamburgers. Please use the sign-up sheet in the 

Colonial Room to volunteer.   

Let’s make this the best tag sale ever! 

 

Sacred Sites Open House 

We have been invited to participate in the Sacred 

Sites open house sponsored by the New York 

Landmarks Conservancy on Saturday, May 19. 

This is an opportunity for the public to visit our 

historic building on the crossroads, which so 

many have driven past. In addition, it is an 

opportunity for us to speak of our programs and 

our continuing witness in Rockland County.  

Last year, over a dozen people toured the church 

and got a small taste of our corner of the 

Kingdom. 

Our tag sale will be at the same time, so people 

may be attracted by one event and stay for the 

other. 
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Pictures from the Easter Brunch, thanks to Lona 

Asher 
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