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Celebrate the Mosaic 
 

I love mosaics—those works of art made up of bits of multi-colored tile or glass. Each one is 

beautiful on its own, and when put together, form a picture in which the whole is greater than 

the sum of its parts. Yet each individual piece retains its own distinctive shape and pattern. It 

remains unique. 

Congregations are like that. Each individual person has her own place in the whole, yet is still 

unique in himself. Our Church family is made up of people from all over the world. Five of the 

seven continents are represented at New Hempstead. (To collect the set, we need and Aussie and 

a penguin!) And our mosaic is not made up only of geographical diversity. We come from a 

variety of theological perspectives, political persuasions and outlooks on the world.   

When I first came, a congregant said to me, “We don’t like to 

talk about our diversity.” I have not found that to be true. We 

respect, even celebrate, our diversity. This is especially true at 

mealtimes—dishes from our variety of cultures often appear at 

potluck meals. 

One place I would like to see us share our distinctions more 

richly and fully is in worship. I try to choose hymns from the 

many cultures that are represented in our hymnbook. I would 

love to see prayers from other lands, even breads from different 

parts of the world at Holy Communion. Putting our rich cultural 

mosaic front and center during worship brings honor and glory to God, the Creator of all 

peoples. Please be welcome to speak with Syenni Lucas, chair of the Worship Committee or me if 

you have any ideas from the culture of your birth.  

As we enter the season of Easter, let’s celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ in as 

many varied ways as we can. Every piece of our mosaic is another way to get God’s glory sung 

more fully! 

 

Easter Blessings,  
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The Board of Deacons would like invite all to 

New Hempstead’s annual Palm Sunday potluck 

luncheon. Following the services, we shall gather 

in Murchison Hall for an afternoon of food and 

fellowship. 

The Change in the Jar has been designated to 

Helping Hands, the Rockland-based 

organization for homeless individuals. Our 

Youth group has recently been preparing and 

serving meals to this group. One hundred dollars 

has been sent to People-to-People from the most 

recent jar collection. Thank you to all who give 

so generously. 

Helping Hands has contacted New Hempstead 

for possible help. They are in need of volunteers 

to drive homeless men and women to a Safe 

Haven each evening and to pick them up in the 

morning. The men and women are screened 

before being assigned to your vehicle. The Safe 

Havens are all within twenty-five minutes of the 

International Food Market, which is the 

designated pick-up spot. If anyone is interested 

in becoming a driver, you may contact Jean-Max 

Naissant at (845) 709-2415 or 

Hhjnaissant0201@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Helping Hands of Rockland County 

Laura Metallo-Bidon,  

Mission & Outreach Committee 

Several weeks ago, members of the New 

Hempstead Presbyterian Youth Group, along 

with other members of the Four Church Youth 

Group, helped prepare dinner and deliver 

toiletries donated by our congregation to the 

guests of Helping Hands at the Methodist 

Church in Stony Point.  

Our youth were clearly very moved by the 

experience, and their stories have inspired our 

congregation to want to do more to help Helping 

Hands. 

Helping Hands is a local organization whose 

mission is to alleviate the plight of the homeless 

right here in Rockland county. Since 2004, they 

have been working with a broad coalition of 

communities of faith and concerned 

organizations to achieve that mission. They 

currently run an Outreach Program that is open 

year round, and a seasonal Safe Haven program 

that provides safe, drug/alcohol-free haven to 

their guests throughout the winter months.  

The Deacons have already designated their 

“Change in the Jar” program to benefit Helping 

Hands. Please give what you can! 

In the weeks ahead, you’ll be learning about 

other ways our congregation can help Helping 

Hands. Until then, you can learn more about the 

organization by visiting their website at 

rocklandhelpinghands.org 
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Capital Campaign 

From Mark Zacheis 

One of the focal points of the past capital 

campaign was the need to remodel the outdated 

and unattractive bathrooms in Murchison Hall. I 

am pleased to report that this project has been 

completed and the new bathrooms have come 

out beyond our expectations. The old men’s 

room is now a single-use handicapped accessible 

bathroom. The old ladies’ room is now the new 

men’s room. And the former office/closet (How 

many of you even knew that there was an 

office/closet in that room) is now the ladies’ 

room. I encourage you to attend the Palm 

Sunday luncheon, if for no other reason than to 

tour the bathrooms. In the meantime, please 

enjoy the before/after photographs. 

I would like to thank Wendy Keryk for her vision 

in the initial design, and I only wish that she 

could have been around to see that vision come 

to fruition. Without Wendy to inspire us, I am 

convinced that they would not have come out 

nearly as nicely as they did. We should also 

thank Walter Smith and the buildings committee 

for their hard work in getting this project done. 

Thank you to those who donated the artwork, 

the mirrors and some of the furnishings for 

these rooms. And thank you to all who 

contributed to the capital campaign. These fresh, 

new spaces will add to the enjoyment of the 

building by all those who use it. 

Next project, Wendy – the kitchen! 

 

 

[Before/After photos start on page 6 of the 

electronic version. The electronic version is 

available at: 

nhpchurch.org/newsletter.pl 

 

—Editor] 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing… 
it’s not too late to give! 

Laura Metallo-Bidon,  

Mission & Outreach Committee 

If you haven’t already given to “The One Great 

Hour of Sharing,” it’s not too late—the offering 

will be received on Palm Sunday (April 1) and 

Easter (April 8).   

Some of the projects supported by your past 

contributions include: 

• Haitian Earthquake Response: two 

years later, helping Haitians feed Haitians; 

• Step One-Recovery Project:  helping  

rebuild the local fishing industry in 

Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina; 

• A Caring Heart and Listening Ear:  

providing counseling, consultation and 

support after the shooting of Arizona 

congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and 18 

others in Tucson, Arizona; 

• Sowing Seeds of Hope:  supporting 

Cameroon farmers in the start-up of small, 

income-generating farms, and ensuring the 

schooling of students involved in the Joining 

Hands Network.  

Thank you for your support and for sharing in 

the joy of helping people help themselves 

through “The One Great Hour of Sharing.”  
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Kryste Andrews, Musical Director 

Change has come to the NHPC music program in 

this New Year.  

Until recently, the choir faithfully sang tried-

and-true ‘Amens’ from our choral library or the 

back pages of the hymnal. Accordingly, my organ 

preludes and postludes came from my personal 

collection of sacred service music books.  

Well, let it be known that inspiration has struck 

and the happy result is a variety of new musical 

pieces for Sunday service. The first weeks of 

2012 ushered in a virtual flood of musical ideas 

that turned into original benediction responses, 

thirteen so far.   

And if your ears were attuned to the prelude and 

postlude the last couple of Sundays, you may 

have noticed that those piano/organ solos are 

variations on the melodic theme of the 

aforementioned responses.   

The new music is a refreshing change for the 

choir, bringing new choral challenges. While 

these responses are kept short, they contain a 

variety of musical styles: contrapuntal lines, 

syncopated rhythms and bell-like melodies over 

a bass ostinato, to name a few. Please listen and 

enjoy. And don’t be shy; if you like what you 

hear, let us know. 

Also, in February and March we introduced 

music to be sung by the congregation in two key 

places during the communion service. In time, 

these melodies will undoubtedly become familiar 

and we’ll forget that we ever did without them. 

Writing the new pieces is a blast for me. And this 

is just the beginning! 

 

 

Our Historic Church 

From Bob Greenhalgh 

Our English Church played a part in the earliest 

days of the American Revolution. British Major 

John André stayed overnight at our church on 

his way to trial as a spy in Tappan. André had 

conspired with the American general Benedict 

Arnold, in a plot to take the vital fort at West 

Point. 

On the top of a hill, just west of the old railroad 

station in Tappan stood gallows where they hung 

André. You can read these interesting words 

engraved on the stone marking the place: 

“He was more unfortunate than criminal, an 

accomplished man and a gallant officer.” 

—George Washington 

…His death, though according to the stern 

code of war, moved even his enemies to pity. 

In 1821, his remains were moved to 

Westminster Abbey a hundred years after 

his execution. 

This stone was placed on the spot where he 

lay by a citizen of the state against which he 

fought. Not to perpetuate the record of 

strife, but in token of those better feelings 

which have since united two nations. One in 

race, in language and in religion. With the 

warmest hope that this friendly union will 

never be broken. 
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