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When Everything Goes  
Pear-Shaped 

 

As many of you know, I was so excited about my Continuing Education time at Ghost Ranch in 
Northern New Mexico. And it was wonderful—learning to decorate the pages of a personal 
journal while being encouraged in my writing by the poet Jane Taylor. The air and light in New 
Mexico is truly everything the artists and poets claim—by turns limpid and eye-squintingly 
brilliant. 

But difficulties seemed to dog my footsteps. First, I had a fender-bender in the parking lot. No 
injuries, but a dent on the other fellows’ rental car. (I still need to follow up with my insurance 
company.) Then, I lost my driver’s license. Of course, this was my only form of photo ID. I spent 
several hours waiting for the Espanola NM police department to get in touch with me so I could 
file a report. Howard e-mailed a color photocopy of my passport, so I could prove I was who I 
said I was when I got to the airport. (Who else could I be? Hillary Rodham Clinton? Jennifer 
Anniston?) 

The TSA at Albuquerque airport was great—after a bit of extra scrutiny (during which they were 
extremely polite and even sympathetic) let me through security so I could board the plane on 
Sunday. After an hour, I was de-planed and the flight was cancelled. I was stuck in Albuquerque 
for another night. Mercifully, Sue at Cinnamon Morning bed and breakfast rented me the same 
room I’d had the night before. 

Monday night, 25 hours after I’d hoped, I was home. Howard came in two hours later after 
teaching a class at New City Library with a bouquet of roses and lots of hugs and kisses. 

If you’ve read this far, here’s my point:  I learned that I have a choice when it all seems to fall 
apart. I can either weep, wail and gnash my teeth, railing at God about why is this happening to 
me (and, by the way, our God is big enough to take this without being angry at us)  or I can 
choose to look for what is good. And there was a lot of good: 
 

• The holy experience at a holy place—Ghost Ranch. 

• Meeting up with a couple of my clergy colleagues I hadn’t seen since seminary 21 years ago. 

• Making some new friends. 

• Being reminded that Jesus still wears skin. He shows up in the form of the office worker who 
helped me call the police station. In the guise of the Deputy from the Espanola police 
department who met me at a gas station just outside the town to personally complete the lost 
ID report and hand it to me. Jesus is sometimes shaped like an innkeeper who, when I call 
from the airport and ask if she has a room I can stay in that night says, “Honey, I haven’t 
even gotten around to changing the sheets on your bed—you just come right on over.”  

 
I learned that all the annoyances of life don’t have to ruin a wonderful 
experience. It’s a matter of staying close to our loving God, who has promised 
never to leave us, even when it all goes pear-shaped. 
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The Board of Deacons would like to thank all 

who so generously donated items and change to 

the Rockland County Family Shelter. The items 

were delivered in early July to the Center. The 

staff there was most appreciative. A check for 

eighty dollars, which had been collected from the 

“Change in the Jar,” was also sent. 

Many of our members and friends have placed 

orders for the New Hempstead Presbyterian 

Church tote bags. The response has been most 

positive. Many of the orders have been filled 

and, since the cut off order date, Edith 

Thornburgh has been very busy completing the 

remainder of the orders. Our thanks to Edith for 

her devotion and for giving her precious time to 

this project. All orders should be available 

shortly. Payment for bags is due upon receipt of 

product. All proceeds will go to the Church. 

The Board of Deacons is ever mindful of our 

prayer list and prayer chain. It is our priority to 

see to the needs and comfort of our members 

and friends. We ask that you contact us as need 

arises and to make us aware of circumstances 

where we can be of assistance. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

     Words cannot express the comfort your love 

has brought to me, Howard, and my Dad at this 

time of loss. The food, flowers for Mother's 

service and all of your prayers are sustaining us, 

and will continue to do so in the months to 

come. If you don't know it already, I love you all 

dearly! 

      In Christ, 

  

  

 

Roida Siregar passed away peacefully on August 

19, 2011 in Good Samaritan Hospital, Suffern 

NY. She is survived by her two sisters, Juliana 

Tandjung and Emma Goei. Although she had no 

children of her own, she is survived by her many 

nieces and nephews in the US, Canada and 

Indonesia. 

Roida Siregar was born in Indonesia. She came 

to the United States in the early 1970s to stay 

with her sister Emma. She also lived many years 

in Illinois with her sister Julie. She eventually 

came back to live in New York. Throughout her 

lifetime, she had various jobs as a beautician, 

seamstress and babysitter. 

Roida was an active member and Deacon of The 

New Hempstead Presbyterian Church for almost 

ten years. She enjoyed helping out at the church 

by cooking and loved attending Bible Study. She 

will be missed by her many family and friends. 

[Some photos of Roida are at the end of the on-

line edition of The Carriage Stone — Ed] 
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From Kryste Andrews, director 

Choir rehearsals will resume Thursday, 

September 8 at 8 PM. We'll be back to making 

music and having lots of fun each week. If 

anyone in the congregation would like to try 

singing in the choir, please talk to me at church 

or give me a call.   

Especially needed:  tenors! 

 

Presbytery Commissioner’s Report 

From Ed Garcia 

The Presbytery of Hudson River met on 

Tuesday,  May 24, 2011 at 9:30 AM at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Beacon, Beacon, New 

York. The meeting was convened with a Call to 

gather and Prayer. Moderator Angela 

Maddalone declared that a quorum was present. 

Dr. Diana Butler Bass spoke about The Three 

Questions Shaping a New Spiritual Awakening. 

When social scientists research faith, they ask 

questions of believing, behaving and belonging. 

This model is from her next book, Christianity 

After Religion. These three questions are asked 

in three different models:” Religion,” 

“Spirituality” and the “And” Model,”Christianity 

After Religion”. Part of her talk had to do with 

re-understanding the creeds, and how change 

often happens when we simply open our eyes. 

Peggy Howland presented a memorial minute 

for the Rev. Carol Moseley Ames. 

Chris Shelton led the Worship service. This was 

Chris’s last worship service with PHR. The 

worship service was conducted backwards, from 

postlude to prelude. Where there are endings 

there are also new beginnings. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Stony Point Center's third Annual Homecoming 

will be October 22-23 (Sat-Sun).  

Come help us celebrate the continuing work of 

Readers’ Service, which has been putting 

donated books in the hands of pastors, 

theologians and students around the world for 

more than 65 years! 

Come help us to inaugurate the new Center and 

Library for the Bible and Social Justice, a 

resource for activists that will help make Stony 

Point Center the place where practitioners of the 

social justice movement come to build 

relationships and strategize together. 

Come hear and learn from Rick and Kitty about 

exciting new initiatives at Stony Point Center! 

Come for the conversation with old friends and 

new who share your commitment to make the 

world a better place because of who God calls us 

to be! 

Our keynote speakers will be Norman Gottwald, 

Herman Waetjen and Jack Elliot, three 

nationally renowned theologians who are 

donating their personal libraries to the new 

Center and Library for the Bible and Social 

Justice to be inaugurated at Stony Point Center 

on Homecoming Weekend! The goal of this 

library is to put theological books in the hands of 

activists who are working on the greatest 

challenges in the area of peace and justice in our 

time and to foster conversation and strategizing 

for the faith-based movement for justice. 
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Here are some photos of Roida which I 

found in the archives of The Carriage 

Stone. These also gave me an 

opportunity to see other familiar faces of 

people who have moved out of the area. 

 

The first few are from Lori and 

Howard’s anniversary party in 2008. 
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