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The English Church 

Have a great summer!  
 
Remember Worship is 
at 10 AM on Sundays 
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20 Ways to Get Young People 
into Church 

 

This came to me via a circuitous route through Mark Zacheis, his dad Carl and his daughter Kristen. It 

comes from the newsletter of a church in Iowa. Please read it—it’s at the very least provocative; at best, it 

offers some concrete was on how to “be Church” in the twenty-first century. Enjoy! 

 

1. Be genuine. Do not under any circumstances try to be trendy or hip if you are not already 

intrinsically trendy or hip. If you are a 90-year-old woman who enjoys crocheting and listens to 

Beethoven, by God be proud of it. 

2. Stop pretending you have a rock band. 

3. Stop arguing about whether gay people are okay, fully human, or whatever else. Seriously. Stop it. 

4. Stop arguing about whether women are okay, fully human, or are capable of being in a position of 

leadership. 

5. Stop looking for the “objective truth” in Scripture. 

6. Start looking for the beautiful truth in Scripture. 

7. Actually read the Scriptures. Go buy a Bible and read it. Start in Genesis, it’s pretty cool. You can skip 

some of the other boring parts in the Bible. Remember though that almost every book of the Bible 

has some really funky stuff in it. Remember to keep #5 and #6 in mind though. If you are 

evangelical, you may need to stop reading the Bible for about ten years. Don’t worry: during those 

ten years, you can work on putting these steps into practice. 

8. Start worrying about extreme poverty, violence against women, racism, consumerism, and the rate at 

which children are dying worldwide of preventable, treatable diseases. Put all the energy you 

formerly spent worrying about the legitimacy of gay people into figuring out ways to do some good in 

these areas. 

9. Do not shy away from lighting candles, silence, incense, laughter, really good food and extraordinary 

music. By “extraordinary music,” I mean genuine music. Soulful music. Well-written, well-composed 

music. Original music. Four-part harmony music. Funky retro organ music. Hymns. Taizé chants. 

Bluegrass. Steel guitar. Humming. Gospel. We are the church; we have an uber-rich history of 

amazing music. Remember this. 

10. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

11. Learn how to sit with people who are dying. 

12. Feast as much as possible. Humans cannot live on symbols alone. 

13. Notice visitors, smile genuinely at them, include them in conversations but do not overwhelm them. 

14. Be vulnerable. 
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15. Stop worrying about getting young people into the church. Stop worrying about marketing strategies. 

Take a deep breath. If there is a God, that God isn’t going to die even if there are no more Christians 

at all. 

16. Figure out who is suffering in your community. Go be with them. 

17. Remind yourself that you don’t have to take God to anyone. God is already with everyone. So, rather 

than taking the approach that you need to take the truth out to people who need it, adopt the 

approach that you need to go find the truth that others have and you are missing. Go be evangelized. 

18. Put some time, care and energy into creating a beautiful space for worship and being-together. But 

shy away from building campaigns, parking lot expansions, and what-have-you. 

19. Make some part of the church building accessible for people to pray in 24/7. Put some blankets there 

too, in case someone has nowhere to go for the night. 

20. Listen to God more than you speak your opinions. 

This is a fool-proof plan. If you do it, I guarantee that you will attract young people to your church. And 

lots of other kinds of people too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Isabella Junie Bessie Lorico who received the Sacrament of Baptism 

during Worship on May 15, 2011.  Isabella Junie is the daughter of Nehemias E. & Weslee 

(Tempongko) Lorico; the sister of Nehemias Tyler and Jaden Christian; and the 

granddaughter of Nehemias N. & Milagros E. Lorico and Wilfredo Tempongko and Bessie S. 

Chinnery. 

 

Congratulations to Justin Omari Spence who received the Sacrament of Baptism 

during Worship on June 5, 2011. Justin Omari is the son of Horace and Sherryl 

Spence and the brother of Ashley Nicole. 

 

 

 

We welcome Dr. Aristide (Hans) Esser, Thomas John and Arny Osei who joined with 

New Hempstead Presbyterian Church in membership on Pentecost Sunday, June 12, 

2011. 
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Vacation Bible School 

This year, we are hosting Vacation Bible School 

at New Hempstead Presbyterian Church from 

July 18 to July 21. The theme is Island Odyssey: 

to the Ends of the Earth with Jesus Christ, a 

curriculum with a mission emphasis on hearing, 

seeing, believing and spreading the good news of 

Jesus Christ! 

Copies of the flyer 

and registration 

form are enclosed 

in the newsletter 

email and will be 

an insert in the 

bulletin. 

 

 

Virginia tornado 

On Wednesday, April 27, an F-3 tornado cut a 

swath through Washington County, Virginia; 

especially hard hit was the community of Glade 

Spring. The Glade Spring Presbyterian Church is 

located in this community and, though not 

directly hit, was damaged. The sanctuary and 

main building received minor damage; the 

fellowship/mission building received major 

damage to one of its walls; the grounds and 

cemetery were heavily damaged.  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has 

provided funds from One Great Hour of Sharing 

and designated gifts to help the Presbytery of 

Abingdon and the Glade Spring Presbyterian 

Church in the community response efforts. 

Members of the PDA National Response Team 

(NRT) also met with Presbyterian leadership to 

help with assessments and other needs. 

Please continue to pray for those in the Glade 

Spring area and others affected by tornadoes 

and storms this spring. Pray that the hope of 

Christ will be evident to those who lost homes 

and loved ones, and for strength for those 

offering support and assistance. 

 

Adult Learning Center of Rockland 

 

[It may be too late for this set of classes, but I’m 

sure if you contact them, you can learn about 

future offerings –Ed] 

 

The Adult Learning Center of Rockland is an 

organization of retired seniors who volunteer to 

teach other seniors (and over 50s) how to use 

computers. We are affiliated with Meals on 

Wheels. 

We are now accepting applications for our 

June/July classes. 

Classes are 2 hours, once a week for 4 weeks at a 

cost of $32 for the course. More advanced 

classes are 8 weeks at a cost of $64. 

We teach Introduction to Computers, Word 

Processing, Internet and E-Mail, Digital 

Imaging, Picasa and Genealogy. How to Use 

Your Digital Camera, Computer Maintenance 

and How to Use E-Bay are 2-hour classes and 

cost $15. 

Classes are small— only eight students per class, 

with one instructor and two coaches.  

For more information, call Eileen Herkes, 

Director of Education, at (845) 623–5467 or 

(845) 356–4198. 
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Here are some pictures from the Tag sale courtesy of David Garcia. 
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