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Jesus Stories  
 

“Tell me the stories of Jesus 

I love to hear” 

 

So goes the old hymn that I learned in childhood. For those of us raised in the church, these are 

often familiar stories. For those new to Christian faith, there is the excitement of hearing them 

for the first time. Yes, excitement:  the Bible hasn’t consistently topped the best-seller charts 

only so folks can have a copy to display on the coffee table, or keep a record of births, marriages, 

and deaths in! The Church keeps reading and telling these stories of life-changing encounters 

with the Man from Galilee because our faith rests on the belief that he still changes lives. 

As we enter the season of Lent, it is appropriate that we hear those old stories again, to see what 

else we may learn from them. I will be preaching Lenten series entitled “Encounters With 

Jesus.” We’ll hear again the stories of Jesus and Nicodemus, the Syro-Phonecian woman, the 

woman at the well, and others.   

Stories invite us to step into their world, wander around, see what there is to see, and see how 

things all shake out. Stories can transform us if we will enter the world they unfold. When the 

story is over, we are invited to go back into our own world and think about how the story has 

changed us—how our lives might be different as a result of the tale told.   

The Story of Jesus—his life, ministry, suffering, death and resurrection—still has the power to 

transform us. Throughout this season of self-examination and preparation, I will be prayerfully 

re-reading the encounters that folk had with Jesus two thousand years ago. I invite you to pick 

up a Bible and do the same.   

This Lent, may God bless your own “encounter with Jesus.” 

 

Grace and Peace, 
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From Barbara Zacheis, Chair,  

Worship, Music and the Arts Committee 

We will celebrate Palm Sunday at our 11 AM 

service on March 28, followed by a covered dish 

luncheon in Murchison Hall. Bring a dish to 

share and join in the fellowship! Maundy 

Thursday Service will be at 8 PM on April 1, with 

a service of communion. Good Friday service 

will also be at 8 PM on April 2. The culmination 

of Holy Week, Easter Sunday, will start with our 

traditional "Sunrise Service" starting at 8 AM in 

Murchison Hall, followed by a delicious Pancake 

(and eggs, sausage, bacon, etc.!) breakfast. The 

11 AM Worship Service will include communion 

and special music to greet our Risen Lord. Be 

sure to order your flowers for the Easter Service 

early by using the order form on page 4 in this 

Carriage Stone or in upcoming church bulletins. 

 

 

Palm Sunday Luncheon 

The Annual Palm Sunday Luncheon will be 

celebrated on March 28 immediately after 

Sunday Worship. The luncheon will be served 

buffet style at Murchison Hall. All members and 

friends are invited to participate. A poster will be 

available for those who would like to contribute 

their favorite dish. Dessert and coffee will be 

provided. If you have any questions or are not 

sure what to bring, feel free to speak to Percy 

Crockett. 

Easter Breakfast 

We will celebrate Easter 

Sunday on April 4 with a 

(late!) Sunrise Service at  

8 AM immediately followed by a fabulous 

Pancake Breakfast prepared by the men of the 

church, which will include eggs, sausages, coffee 

and juice. These two activities will take place at 

Murchison Hall. We will round up the usual 

suspects and welcome new friends to use their 

culinary talents in the kitchen. Don't miss an 

inspirational Sunrise Service followed by a 

fortifying breakfast. Just in time to praise the 

Lord during the special Easter Service at 11 AM. 

 

Return to the Forbidden Planet 

From Laura Bidon 

NHPC's own Tim Bidon has been selected by the 

Rockland Journal News as one of three local 

students to 

contribute to the 

LoHud theater 

online "blog," 

which documents 

the process of 

putting together a 

high school 

musical. Tim has 

begun rehearsing 

for Rockland 

Country Day 

School's spring 

production of "Return to the Forbidden Planet,” 

and he will be keeping an online journal of 

auditions, rehearsals, and production of the 

musical. You can follow his blog at:  

http://mymusical.lohudblogs.com/ 

(If you don't have internet access, Tim's Mom 

would be happy to print out his entries for you!). 

Tim will be studying journalism at Ithaca College 

in the fall, so this is a great opportunity for him 

to get some real online experience. 
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  Easter Flowers 

 
Order form for flowering plants for Easter Sunday, April 4 

 

Name:  __________________________________         Phone: _________________  

 

Please indicate the number and variety of plants you wish: 

 

 ___ Easter Lilies @ $12      ___ Daffodils @ $12      ___ Tulips @ $12      ___ Hyacinths @ $12  

 

Total # plants   ___________                     Total Amount Enclosed   $ _________________  

 

 

I (we) would like the plant(s) to be designated as follows: 

 

  ____ "To the Glory of the Risen Lord" 

  ____ In memory of   __________________________________________________  

  ____Other      ______________________________________________________  

 

 

All flowers must be ordered and paid for by March 21. Please make checks payable to New 

Hempstead Presbyterian Church, clearly mark "Easter Flowers” and include this order form. Mail your 

order to the church office. (484 New Hempstead Road, New City, NY 10956) 

You may pick up your plants after the 11 AM Easter Service. 
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Peru: Pilgrimage and Partnership 

(From www.hudrivpres.org) 

An Adventure in Mission, the 

Presbyterian Way...  

From the rugged desert coastline to its majestic 

Andean mountains, God is at work among the 

people in Peru. Presbyterian Mission Co-

Worker, Jed Koball (former pastor in Hudson 

River Presbytery and current resident of Peru) is 

our link to the Peruvian people, supporting and 

connecting us to ministries among God's people 

in one of the must culturally rich and 

ecologically diverse nations in the world — the 

land of the former Incan Empire. 

A new partnership is emerging through which 

we will engage the PC(USA)'s Peruvian partners 

who live out the gospel of Jesus Christ by 

combating poverty in its most vicious forms 

through courage, perseverance and coordination 

in the face of corporate greed, political 

corruption, climate change and the remnants of 

a violent past.  

Our objectives: 

To dig deeper into a globalized 

world, political and economic systems in 

order to understand the root causes of 

poverty;  

To dig deeper into ourselves in order 

to hear God's calling;  

To dig deeper into the role of the 

church in world mission today in order 

to understand our role in international 

church partnership.  

As we build this partnership, we will engage with 

An urban youth-run radio station 

addressing local issues of poverty and the 

environment;  

Coastal communities recovering from an 

8.5 earthquake;  

Andean alpaca farmers and artisans 

responding to the urgent crisis of global 

warming;  

And La Oroya – the most polluted place 

in the Western Hemisphere where 99% 

of the children have lead poisoning. 

Pastor Lori and Howard are participating in this 

Presbytery-sponsored venture. From May 29 

through June 8, they will be travelling in Peru, 

with special attention to La Oroya.   

On Sunday, March 7 during worship, we will 

view a short film about the pollution in La 

Oroya. The source of the problem may surprise 

you.   

      

February Attendance 

(We'll try to include this in future issues!) 

2/7 64 

2/14 50 

2/17  

(Ash Wednesday) 
23 

2/21 52 
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Congratulations! 

Congratulations to 

Christopher and Morgan 

Deevy Harris on the birth 

of their son, Jackson, 

October 17, 2009. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

From Bob Philhower 

When we first heard the news of the Haitian 

earthquake, my family and I discussed how we 

could help. I was proud to be able to say that we 

were already helping…even before we learned of 

the disaster. 

Through our past 

contributions to Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance 

(supported by One Great 

Hour of Sharing) and other 

organizations, we were 

already helping to provide 

food, water, medical care and 

shelter to those who had lost homes and family. 

Moreover, because the New Hempstead 

Presbyterian Church congregation has been so 

generous in the past, most likely you were 

already helping as well. 

When we support Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, Self-Development of People and 

Presbyterian Hunger Program through the One 

Great Hour of Sharing, we know that we are 

helping those impacted by the headline-grabbing 

disasters of the day: earthquakes in Haiti and 

Chile, famine in Africa, unrest in southeast Asia, 

to name a few.  

But we are also providing 

grants which assist people 

around the world in 

smaller ways, such as 

helping to supply clean 

water to displaced people 

in the Dominican 

Republic, supporting 

affordable housing in Brooklyn and helping 

female entrepreneurs in Puerto Rico. These 

grants, as small as $10,000, make a vital 

difference in the lives of people.  

Please give generously to do God’s work through 

the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

More money for Haiti 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance immediate 

response exceeds $500 thousand 

Randy Ackley, coordinator of Louisville-based 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, has announced 

the transfer of an additional $101,500 to 

ecumenical partners in support of immediate 

emergency relief efforts in Haiti. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sent $100,000 

immediately after the January earthquake, 

followed in a few days by an additional 

$109,000. The organization has also approved a 

$200,000 grant to Hôspital Sainte Croix and an 

affiliated nursing school in Léogâne, Haiti. 

Altogether, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has 

committed more than half a million dollars to 

immediate relief and recovery efforts in Haiti. 

These donations have helped the organization’s 

ecumenical partners to establish 15 food and 

water distribution stations, distribute 20,000 

tents and provide other needed services and 

supplies. 

“In addition to providing immediate relief, we 

will continue to assess long-range recovery 

needs and develop a comprehensive plan to help 

the Haitian people rebuild their lives over the 

next several years,” said Ackley. 
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Sketches 

Four and a half years ago, Bob Greenhalgh let 

me scan some drawings of the church from his 

sketchbook. These are a larger format than the 

other drawings of his that grace the newsletter, 

so I have been unable to use many of them.  

Free from the normal limitations of paper and 

duplication, I share some of these today.  

If you have photos or drawings of church events, 

let me know and I’ll share them here in the 

future. 
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