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A Future with Hope  
 

 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare 

and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” — Jeremiah 29:11      

 

These words came from God through the prophet Jeremiah, to the exiles in Babylon. They offer 

such comfort to God’s people in times of change, stress, anxiety and fear. They remind us that 

God wills a future for us filled with the knowledge that God is with us. No one needs to recite the 

bad news that we read in the papers, hear on TV, or even hear in reports on our Church budget—

we know it all too well. But the “bad news” is not the only news. Bad news has been trumped by 

the Gospel—the Good News of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. At this time in the life of our 

nation, our community and our congregation, Jeremiah’s words of “comfort and joy” are all the 

more relevant.  

In this season after Christmas, it is appropriate that we seek 

more deeply to live out the Good News of Christmas. God has 

come to us, to be one of us. (One of the names of Jesus is 

“Emmanuel,” Hebrew for “God is with us.”) 

Throughout the coming year, the Session will be “dwelling in” the 

text of Jeremiah 29: 4-14:  we will begin each stated meeting with 

a time of mediation, prayer, and conversation about how we see 

different facets of these words taking shape in the life of this 

congregation. I invite you all to be in a prayerful study of this 

text. I urge you to pray daily for the Elders of this church, and for 

your pastor. (If you need a list of currently serving elders, it can 

be found on the back of each Sunday’s bulletin.)   

We move into 2010 with hope—God’s hope—for our future. God 

sees just how brightly we can shine in this community, that God 

may be glorified. Let us seek out God’s vision for our live as a 

community, that we might move in the power of the Holy Spirit 

into “God’s future with hope.”   

And all the people of God said, “Amen.” 

Grace and Peace, 
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The Board of Deacons of New Hempstead 

Presbyterian Church would like to thank all of 

our members and friends who contributed in 

making the Thanksgiving Basket project another 

success. With your efforts, forty-six baskets of 

turkeys and food were provided to local missions 

as well as to individuals in need. A very special 

thank you goes to the St. George Church for 

providing additional funds and to those hearty 

souls who at the last minute shopped for 

provisions to make our efforts a reality. To the 

right is a very heart-warming letter from the 

Martin Luther King Center in Spring Valley. 

During the month of December, the Board of 

Deacons collected warm clothing of gloves, 

socks, hats and scarves for day laborers in our 

county. Kristen Rabeler initiated this mission 

and delivered the collection to Saint Paul’s 

Episcopal in Spring Valley. Thanks to all who 

participated in this very valuable local mission. 

The Board of Deacons will be extending the 

“CHANGE in the JAR” project. During the 

coming weeks, the monies collected will go to 

the “Golden Stitchers,” a group of retired 

individuals who knit lap blankets, bags and 

other comforts for disabled veterans in VA 

hospitals. The jar is located in the Colonial 

Room. The Board is very pleased to be able to 

continue this important mission, which, with 

very little effort, but with much love, has 

afforded this church to contribute to many 

worthy causes. 

From the Martin Luther King 
Multi-Purpose Center 

Dear Ms. Lucas, 

We wish to thank you for your kind and 

thoughtful donation which will assist us in our 

efforts to aid the community. Your donation of 

13 turkeys and 16 bags of food will be given, free 

of charge, to anyone who comes to us seeking 

dietary assistance. When organizations come 

together to help those in need, the work is 

lighter and becomes more enjoyable. Also, 

during these tough economic times, actions such 

as yours encourage us to continue our mission of 

community service. 

Best regards, 

Martin L. Coleman, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of 

the Congregation and 

Corporation of New 

Hempstead Presbyterian 

Church will be held 

Sunday, February 14, 

2010 following the 

worship service. New 

church officers will also 

be elected at this 

meeting. 

 

 

February 17 is Ash 

Wednesday and marks the 

beginning of Lent. 

Please join us at 8 PM for a 

Worship Service with 

Communion and the 

Imposition of Ashes. 
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Fellowship Breakfast 

Join us for the fellowship breakfast at 8 AM on 

Saturday, January 30. 

Our Men’s and Women’s Breakfasts have 

morphed into the new “Fellowship Breakfast”, 

which will be held regularly at 8 AM on the last 

Saturday of the month at City Line Restaurant 

on Main Street in New City. All are welcome and 

invited. There will no longer be phone-called 

reminders, so mark your calendars and join us! 

 

       

We are pleased and proud to report that the total 

food donation for 2009 came to 1013 pounds. 

The last drop off of 148 pounds was made 

December 30 and it put us over the goal. Thank 

you to everyone for your generosity throughout 

the past year. The young people would like to 

continue with our success into 2010 and ask you 

to continue with your generosity. January and 

February are canned goods month, in 

conjunction with Shoprite’s Can Can sale. We’ll 

take anything in a can. Thank you again for your 

support. 

 

 

Church Directory Update 

The church directory is being updated. Please 

email any additions/changes to:  

office@nhpchurch.org or leave them on 

Shirley's desk.

 

As we begin our 

new calendar 

year, please be 

sure to check 

on the Flower 

Calendar in the 

Colonial Room 

to dedicate 

flowers in the upcoming weeks and months. It's 

never too soon to honor a loved one's birthday, 

celebrate a special occasion or just glorify God! 

Write your intentions on the date you would like 

to sponsor the flowers, remember to put $30 

(with "flowers" in the memo spot on your check 

or the outside of your envelope for cash) in the 

collection plate and take your flowers home after 

the service. Beauty is a gift from God to be 

shared! 

 

 

The Shack: Coming Soon to a 
Book Discussion Group Near you!   

On Monday, February 1, the Monday Night 

Discussion Group will begin a study of William 

Paul Young’s best-seller, The Shack. It is the 

story of a man in the middle 

of grief over the brutal 

murder of his youngest 

child. Over the course of a 

weekend, he has a powerful 

and profound encounter 

with God. 

This book has generated 

much discussion, and some 

controversy. (For the record, 

Pastor Lori loved it!) Grab a copy from your local 

library and give it a read, then give it another, 

closer read. Join us for lively, holy conversation 

about God, human suffering and grace. 
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Ringing in the 
New Year 

We will be looking for 

folks interested in 

participating in the 

Handchime Choir, which 

will hopefully play during 

worship some time in 

March. No music-reading 

skills are required, but being able to count to a 

steady beat is very helpful! Music will be 

highlighted and counting help will be provided 

as needed. Let Barbara Zacheis or Kryste 

Andrews know if you are interested. 

 

Lay Leaders and Ushers 

The Worship, Music and the Arts Committee is 

always looking for congregants interested in 

serving as Lay Leaders or Usher/Greeters for our 

Worship Services. Barbara Zacheis would like to 

thank all those who said "yes" over the past year 

when asked to serve. Another way of helping out 

with the leading of the worship service is by 

volunteering to give the Children's Sermon. 

Guidance is available for anyone interested in 

any of these areas. See Barbara Zacheis before or 

after worship on any Sunday to volunteer — or 

just say "yes" when she asks you! 

 

Per Capita 

Our church is a member of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) and as such has a responsibility to 

support it spiritually, financially, and with our 

time. Over the years, a number of our people 

have served on 

Presbytery committees 

and as commissioners. 

We’ve sent people to 

General Assembly 

meetings as delegates. 

And each year we 

support the greater 

church financially through the per capita. The 

money goes to paying the infrastructure of the 

Presbytery, the Synod and the General 

Assembly. It goes to supporting local mission 

projects and missionary programs overseas. It 

goes to ensure the continued viability and 

enrichment of our national church and thus our 

fellow churches. This year the per capita comes 

to $26.51 per active member in the Hudson 

River Presbytery. New Hempstead’s portion 

totals almost $3,300 and we’re asking each 

member to consider donating that amount to 

cover each active member in his or her family. 

The blue envelope in the very front of your box 

of envelopes can be used for this, or mark per 

capita on your check. 

 

Finance Committee 

Final giving statements have been sent out 

listing every donation that each family has given 

to the church over the past year. The committee 

asks that you check your statement for any 

errors and to report them to us immediately so 

that they can be 

corrected and 

given back to 

you. Please also 

check the pledge 

giving portion of 

the statement to 

see if you 

completed your total pledge giving for 2009. If 

you were not able to do so in 2009, we ask that 

you consider making up the difference this year. 

As you know, the church is in a tight financial 

position these days, and every gift given is 

tremendously appreciated. 

We would especially like to thank those of you 

who heard our plea in December for a week 53 

pledge donation and responded. Your support of 

your church is gratefully appreciated. 

Finally, 2010 pledge envelopes are in the 

narthex. Please don’t forget to pick them up and 

save the church the postage. 
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A Prayer for Haiti 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As the eyes of the world turn to Haiti, let us join 

our hearts in prayer: 

God of compassion please watch over the people 

of Haiti, and weave out of these terrible 

happenings wonders of goodness and grace. 

Surround those who have been affected by 

tragedy with a sense of your present love, and 

hold them in faith. 

Though they are lost in 

grief, may they find you 

and be comforted. Guide 

us as a church to find 

ways of providing 

assistance that heal 

wounds and provide 

hope. Help us to 

remember that when one 

of your children suffers 

we all suffer; through Jesus Christ who was 

dead, but lives and rules this world with you. 

Amen. 

(Adapted from Book of Common Worship) 

—Bruce Reyes-Chow, Gradye Parsons and Linda 

Valentine; from the PC(USA) web site 

 

 

 

 

 
How the Church is Helping 

Financially 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is responding 

in Haiti. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(supported by our One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering) has already sent funds and is working 

in cooperation with our ecumenical partners on 

the ground to provide emergency food, water, 

shelter and medical supplies. Please pray for 

those affected and give 

to the ongoing relief 

through PDA account 

number DR000064.  

Gifts can also be made 

by phone at (800) 872-

3283 weekdays 

between 8 AM and  

6 PM (EST) and checks can be mailed to: 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  

P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA  15264-3700. 

 

Help the Church at Office Depot 

You can help the church save money on office 

supplies by giving the church’s rewards number 

when you check out at Office Depot. We’ll collect 

points that can be used towards purchases for 

the church office. Our worklife rewards number 

is 1201784210. 

 

In 1775, Robert Burns was our Minister. On  

July 17 of that year, he was one of 391 signers of 

a Resolution declaring, “Allegiance to the Cause 

of Liberty.” Many other members of the English 

Church signed this Resolution. 

Before that, the “Orange Town Resolutions” 

were adopted at the ’76 House” in Tappan on 

July 4, 1774. These “Contained the germ of the 

great principles adopted the following year.” 

By Bob Greenhalgh, from Cole’s History of 

Rockland County, 1884. 
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Photos from the 275th 
Anniversary Luncheon 

Taken by Mark Zacheis 

I hope you enjoy these photos. Their quality has 

been reduced somewhat to shrink the size of the 

electronic newsletter. If you want to see all of the 

detail in a photo, just let me know and I’ll send 

you the original file. 

I invite people to take 

photos at church events 

and gatherings and 

submit them to the 

newsletter.  

One benefit of the 

electronic edition of the 

Carriage Stone is that we 

can include more photos 

(and in color too) without 

worrying about paper 

costs.
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