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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 7 , 2021 

 

Please remember that only Sue Rentz is singing, masked and behind a screen, in order to make our worship 
service safer. 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE            Improvisation on “Spirit of Christ Jesus”        from the Taizé songbook 
GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT                                    “When Jesus Wept”                                    William Billings 
                                                            NHPC Choir 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 
Only the hungry search for bread. 
Only the thirsty look for water. 
This is a place for those who are hungry and thirsty in spirit. 
Only those who ache for meaning will pursue it. 
Only those who yearn for a deeper life will seek it. 
This is a place for those who ache and yearn for something more. 
So let us come here today with our hunger and thirst, 
our unsatisfied longings, our heart-felt yearnings, 
and let the God of life satisfy our souls. 
    Ann Siddall, Stillpoint Spirituaity Centre 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
Gracious God, you are our way in the wilderness. In our own times of testing be our spiritual 
nourishment, protect us with your angels, and show your authority in our lives, so that we may hunger 
for righteousness and live in peace and safety, worshiping and serving you alone; through Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

 

*OPENING HYMN                           “What Wondrous Love Is This?”                        #85  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on! 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
Holy one, you have called us by name; we are yours.  Yet too often we let others tell us who we are, and we 
try to live to their standard, not in your love.  Forgive us, we pray.  Remind us who we are, and whose we 
are—your very own beloved people.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

 



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                       Worship Leader 
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,  
give us peace beyond our fear, 
and hope beyond our sorrow.                                                (Marty Haughen) 
Amen.                              
                                                     Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                                           Worship Leader 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and 
your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                               Isaiah 43: 1-7                                     Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                             “In the Garden”                                    C. Austin Miles  
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                             John 8: 1-11       
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                       Stories                                           Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                      The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father , God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                                 “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord”                                 #392 
Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray, 
Give us the mind of Christ each passing day; 
Teach us to know the truth that sets us free; 
Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee. 
 

Take Thou ourselves, O Lord, heart, mind, and will; 
Through our surrendered souls Thy plans fulfill. 
We yield ourselves to Thee—time, talents, all; 
We hear, and henceforth heed, Thy sovereign call. 

 

 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
  

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 
OFFERTORY                                 “Sheep May Safely Graze”                               J. S. Bach                          
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up as one.  
Let us offer God our thanks and praise.  
It is a good and joyful thing to praise the living God.  
Come with open hearts to this table of resurrection! God of necessary endings and new beginnings, You who speak 
and shape new worlds, You who bless and multiply life, receive our deep and joyful thanks for all your gifts. 
Beloved Maker, in the beginning, Your creative hands and heart revealed Your wondrous powers, and all of 
creation bowed in awe.  Created female and male in your image, Your earth creatures delighted in Eden’s 
possibilities. All things seemed good, all things seemed holy. And yet like so much in life it all seemed too much 
too soon.  
We quickly learned the price of freedom, the risk of reaching beyond our grasp, the meaning of sin. You have made 
covenant to be our God but we so often turn away from you. Together or alone we hunger for Your goodness, Your 
deep communion, Your lasting forgiveness, Your amazing grace. Your sweetness lingers on our tongues, Holy 
One, Your faithfulness beckons us to start anew. As deep calls to deep with gratitude and grace, we join with all of 
creation to sing Your praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
In word and story, in poem and prayer, in the rhythm of waves and time, Your hope comes. Again and again Jesus 
reveals Your loving ways, your righteous judgments, Your tender mercies. He touches us with love, healing us, 
restoring us. Fully human, fully divine, beyond our reach, yet near at hand. As he gathered his friends at table, he 
gathers us in one faith, one baptism, one hope. We remember how he took bread, and having blessed and broken it, 
gave it in the tenders of manners, saying this is my life, given for You. Do this faithfully in remembrance of me.  
In the same manner, he took the cup, and having given thanks, gave it to them, saying this cup is the new covenant 
joining our life’s blood as one. May you find forgiveness herein eating and drinking together we receive Jesus’ 
love, transform our hearts, and imagine new futures. Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come once again. 
Come now, Holy Spirit; bless these prayers, this food and our lives that we might be a blessing to one another and 
to Your greater glory. Brooding Spirit, life-giving truth, send us forth to the places we have feared to go. Create in 
us the treasure of resurrected life. And dwell with us now and forever.                                                                        
    Communion Liturgy by Dr. Marcia McFee 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
*CLOSING HYMN                 “Called as Partners in Christ's Service”                   #343    

Called as partners in Christ's service, Called to ministries of grace, 
We respond with deep commitment Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, Side by side and friend with friend, 
Equal partners in our caring To fulfil God's chosen end. 
So God grant us for tomorrow Ways to order human life 
That surround each person's sorrow With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, Our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving Hope and confidence and peace. 

 



*CHARGE 
  

*BLESSING 
 

*POSTLUDE                                    “Faith”                                       Felix Mendelssohn 
                                                                                                                                   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
  

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

The Race and White Privilege group will meet again March 10 at 7:30.  Our next book is Caste by Isabel 
Wilkerson.  Contact Lori if you want a zoom link e-mailed to you. 
 
With the advent of virtual church services our food bank collection stopped.  This is a shame because the 
need is still there, now stronger than ever during this time when so many people are out of work.  Your 
Mission Committee wants to start this program up again and we’re asking for donations of non-perishable 
food.  Right now the need for canned soup is particularly strong.  Any donation is gratefully accepted of 
course, including monetary ones which can be made by check or electronically by QR-code (mission 
fund).  Please be generous in your support. 
 

Holy Week Schedule from Sue Rentz, Chair Worship, Music and the Arts Our Easter 
Season of worship services and activities is going to look a bit different this year due to 
COVID 19 safety concerns. 
Palm Sunday -- Since we are still only allowed 25 people at a time in our sanctuary, there 
will be a sign-up sheet posted in the Narthex for you to use. The service will also be 
streaming on our website, as usual. Due to COVID concerns, we will not be having our 
usual potluck luncheon.  
Maundy Thursday -- This will be a hybrid service as we have been doing for several 
months now -- some people worshipping in church and some virtually.  
Good Friday -- The service will be provided on our website by the Hudson River 
Presbytery.  

Easter Sunday -- As mentioned above for Palm Sunday, there will be sign-up sheet in the Narthex. And 
again, sadly, there will not be an early service and breakfast or an Easter Egg Hunt. Despite these 
circumstances, we can still joyfully and safely celebrate our risen Lord together! 
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the 
church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream. To 
avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side 
aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 


