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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
February 21, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE       Improvisation on “Stay with me”       from the Taizé songbook 
GREETING                                                                                Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Worship Leader 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— a day of darkness and gloom, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness…. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.  
                                                                                                                                         (From Joel 2) 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
 Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return; 
 and truly yours we are, and to you we shall return. 
 Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning again. 

Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you and to find you: in the discipline of 
praying and in the drudgery of caring – 

 in whatever we deny ourselves, 
 and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do. 
 Help us to discover you in our loneliness and in community, 
 in our emptiness and our fulfillment, 
 in our sadness and our laughter. 
 Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost. 
 Help us to follow you on the journey to Jerusalem  
 to the waving palms of the people’s hope, 
 to their rejection, to the cross and empty tomb. 
 Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old. 
 Help us, carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom. Amen. 
 — written by Jan Sutch Pickard 
 

 *OPENING HYMN    “Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days”       #81    
Lord, who throughout these forty days, For us didst fast and pray, 
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, And close by Thee to stay. 
 

And through these days of penitence, And through Thy Passiontide,  
Yea, evermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us abide. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                      Worship Leader 
We are a weary people, often broken by both life’s circumstances and by sin—ours, and the 
sins of others and of our society.  Let us bring our brokenness before God and ask for 
forgiveness and healing. 

 

 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
 God of mercy,  
 we begin this Lenten season in confession.  
 We do not live according to your ways, but according to our own.  
 We condone violence, participate in systems of injustice,  
 and use power to our own advantage at the expense of others.  
 And we are also caught in these systems, 
 broken as we struggle to get free. 

Forgive us, we pray, when we are tempted to follow paths other than those you set before 
us.  

 
*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)                          Worship Leader 
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond 
our sorrow. (Marty Haughen) 
Amen.  

                                       Please be seated  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                              
Open our eyes, ears and heart as Holy Scripture is read.   
Show us your way to wholeness and healing.   
In the name of your Word, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                       Psalm 22: 1-15                     Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM                        “When Jesus Wept”                          William Billings 
                                                 NHPC Choir 
 Barbara Zacheis, Flute 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                              
 

SECOND READING                 Matthew 11:25-30 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                           “Come, Ye Disconsolate”   
Come, you disconsolate, where'er you languish;  
come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel.  
Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish;  
earth has no sorrows that heaven cannot heal. 
 
 Here see the bread of life; see waters flowing  
forth from the throne of God, pure from above.  
Come to the feast prepared; come, ever knowing  
earth has no sorrows but heaven can remove. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Freely has God given to us.  Freely let us give. 
 

OFFERTORY        “Just as I Am, Without One Plea”         William Bradbury 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 

*DOXOLOGY  #592 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

From our cracked vessels, we pour out our gifts before you, loving God. Receive them for 
the healing of the world.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN     “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!”      #476         
O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

We children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer and Friend. 

 
*CHARGE 
*BLESSING 
*POSTLUDE                         “Nordic Song”                         Robert Schumann 
 
 
 
                                                  * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
 
MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

 
The choir will rehearse online Thursday at 8 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are 
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not 
visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be after worship today. It will be available on a Zoom Call and in person. 
Info on our website.  
 
The Race and White Privilege group will meet again March 10 at 7:30. 
Our next book is Caste by Isabel Wilkerson.  Contact Lori is you want a zoom link e-
mailed to you. 
 
With the advent of virtual church services our food bank collection stopped.  This is a shame 
because the need is still there, now stronger than ever during this time when so many people 
are out of work.  Your Mission Committee wants to start this program up again and we’re 
asking for donations of non-perishable food.  Right now the need for canned soup is 
particularly strong.  Any donation is gratefully accepted of course, including monetary ones 
which can be made by check or electronically by Q-code (mission fund).  Please be generous 
in your support. 
 
 


