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Please remember that only Sue Rentz is singing, masked and behind a screen, in order to 
make our worship service safer. 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                               “A Medley of Carols” 
GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 

Arise, shine; for your light has come.  
Behold the glory of the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
 God of every nation, 
 by the light of a wondrous star 
 you led wandering magi to the humble infant Jesus, 
 revealing to them your salvation for the world. 
 In the miraculous and the mundane, 
 in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your grace, 
 lead us to Christ, that we may offer our worship 
 and serve him with sincerity of heart; 
 for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN                                  “Joy to the World”                                       #40            

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room, And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Isaiah proclaimed: Darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
Lord will arise upon you, and God’s glory will appear over you. Let us acknowledge the 
darkness in our lives, repent of our sin, and receive the light of God’s mercy. 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
 Merciful God, Light of the world, 
 we confess that we have not resisted the darkness of sin. 
 You deliver the poor and the helpless,  
 but we have ignored their cry. 
 You take pity on the weak and the destitute, 
 but our hearts are hard in the face of their need. 
 You heal the wounded and save the oppressed 
 but we have placed our trust in the callous violence of war. 
 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Awaken in us sincere repentance 
 that we may shine with the light of your saving grace;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                       Worship Leader 

 Beloved of God, thrill and rejoice in God’s goodness.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
                                                          
                                                Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                     Worship Leader 
O God, nations shall come to your light and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 
By the compelling radiance of your Spirit, draw us near, reveal your truth, 
and teach us faithful obedience to your holy Word. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                Isaiah 60:1–6                                Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                               “We Three Kings”                              arr. Ivan Lohvin 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                              Matthew 2:1–12  
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                                                        Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 
 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                      The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father , 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right 
hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the 
Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
*HYMN                                    “The First Noel”                Verses 3 & 4                          #56          

And by the light of that same star, three Wise Men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest; o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  
and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
The magi brought gifts to Christ at his nativity and offered their lives in worship. 
With thankful hearts, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 
OFFERTORY                          “Break Thou the Bread of Life”                   William Sherwin 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 Loving God, 
 we give you thanks for the light of the world, Jesus Christ, 
 through whom we have become fellow heirs,  
 members of the same body, and sharers in your promise. 
 Receive the gifts we offer in union with Jesus our brother, 
 and help us to live to the honor and glory of your name. Amen. 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is a right and joyful thing to offer thanks to you, O God, the source of all creation. 
Your holy energy flows in animals and plants, makes them move, and gives them desire to 
live. You brought forth the world in love, and in your great love creation finds at last its 
proper end. And so with the hosts of heaven we join the everlasting hymn of praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
You fill our world with glory and light, and yet our mortal eyes cannot behold so bright a 
truth. Therefore in time you sent us Jesus Christ, your truth made flesh. 
He lived among us, teaching, healing, and revealing the boundless riches of your grace, 
that everyone might see and know the power of your love for us.  
For on the night he was betrayed the Lord took bread, and giving thanks and breaking it, he 
said, “This is my body, given for you.” 
And after supper he took the cup, and giving thanks, he said, 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” 
Remembering the life and work of Christ, his ministry among the poor and lost, 
his death upon the cross of human shame, and the victory revealed by the empty tomb, 
we offer you our lives in thanks and praise, in unity with Christ our friend and Lord. 
Send your Holy Spirit on us here and on the gifts of bread and wine we share. 
Make us, gathered here in love for you, members of the body of our Lord, that we may share 
the promise of the gospel, one with Christ, and one in ministry to all the world. 
Through Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                         “Go, Tell it On the Mountain”                             #29 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks by night, 
behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light. 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation, that blessed Christmas morn. 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

*CHARGE 
Go forth into the world. Proclaim the good news of Christ. Receive the inheritance of 
God’s promise. Live in the light of the gospel. 

 
*BLESSING 

God, ruler of heaven and earth, dismiss you in peace; Jesus Christ, light of the world, 
uphold you in love; the Holy Spirit, revealer of God’s mystery, lead you in truth. 

 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                       “Winter’s Snow”                        Roy Ringwald 
 
*POSTLUDE                      “Ding, Dong, Merrily on High”                            French carol 
           
 
                                      
 
                                                      
                                                             * * * * * * * * * * 
                                                          

 

 

 

 



                                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look 
forward to seeing you again. 
  

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, 
e-mail and/or phone number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us 
online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 
The choir continues rehearsing online, Thursday nights at 8 pm. 
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or 
just search for “New Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the 
front of the church from the lectern to the piano are visible on our livestream. To 
avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not 
visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 

 
	
 


